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NORTH MANKATO  
EXCEPTIONS TO ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S REPORT 

TO: Honorable Daniel P. Wolf, Executive Secretary, Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350, St. Paul, MN 55101 

For the purpose of ensuring the clarity and accuracy of the record, the City of North 

Mankato (“North Mankato”) respectfully submits to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 

(“Commission”) the following table of exceptions to the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, 

and Recommendation (“ALJ Report”) issued by Administrative Law Judge Barbara Case (“ALJ”) 

for the proposed Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kilovolt (kV) transmission line project. In the table 

below, North Mankato’s recommended additions are underlined, while language it recommends be 

deleted is stricken. 
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# North Mankato Comment Amended ALJ Report 

A North Mankato requests that 
the Commission edit certificate 
of need Finding 26 to reflect 
that North Mankato’s 
objections to the Red and 
Green routes were not limited 
to the routes’ conflicts with 
planned development efforts, 
but North Mankato also 
objected on grounds that the 
routes would impact or conflict 
with existing homes and 
development. 

26. On February 6, 2018, North Mankato 
submitted Comments on the Completeness of 
the Certificate of Need and Route Permit 
Applications, stating North Mankato’s objection 
to all portions of the Red and Green routes that 
conflict with existing, short-term, and long-term 
development as identified in North Mankato’s 
Comprehensive Development Plan.57 

B North Mankato requests that 
the Commission edit certificate 
of need Finding 60 to: (a) 
correct the spelling of the word 
“filed;” and, (b) 
include a summary of the 
objections raised by North 
Mankato witness Michael 
Fischer. (Ex. NM-1 at 10:9-
13). 

60. On November 7, 2018, North Mankato filed 
the Direct Testimony and Schedules of Michael 
Fischer, stating that the Red and Green Route 
Alternatives and Segment Alternatives A and B 
would place a new, above ground EHV 
transmission line directly through or in close 
proximity to planned development, existing and 
planned infrastructure, and existing homes.104 

C North Mankato requests that 
the Commission edit certificate 
of need Finding 82 to reflect 
that North Mankato witness 
Michael Fischer testified that 
the Red and Green routes 
conflict with existing 
residences as well as proposed 
developments. (See Ex. NM-17 
at 6:17-20). 

82. On January 28, 2019, North Mankato filed 
the Surrebuttal Testimony of Michael Fischer, 
restating that the Red and Green routes, 
including Segment Alternatives A and B, are 
incompatible with the City’s existing 
residences and growth plansned developments 
as outlined in the Comprehensive 
Development Plan.129 
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D North Mankato requests that 
the Commission edit route 
permit Finding 304 to: (a) 
delete the word “the” 
preceding “its near- and long- 
term growth plans” in the 
second sentence; (b) reflect 
North Mankato’s testimony 
that the Red and Green routes 
would impact not just planned 
development, but existing 
residences and infrastructure as 
well. (See, e.g., Ex. NM-1 at 
13:20 – 14:3; Ex.NM-14 (map 
and table depicting proximity 
of proposed Red and Green 
routes to existing and planned 
homes in the North Mankato 
area)); and, (c) edit footnote 
citation 896 associated with 
route permit Finding 304.  

304. North Mankato opposes those portions of 
the Red and Green Routes that begin where the 
Routes turn south from the existing transmission 
line at Belgrade Township and end where the 
Red and Green Routes meet Segment Alternative 
E. The City states that these route options would 
come in close proximity to existing homes and 
would also interfere with the its near- and long-
term growth plans described in the 
Comprehensive Development Plan adopted in 
2015. The Red and Green Routes and Segment 
Alternatives A and B traverse through the 
planned North Ridge Residential Development 
Area and North Mankato South Boundary 
Residential Area.896 According to North 
Mankato, 183 new homes will be added within 
500 feet of the proposed Red and Green 
Routes.897 

896 Ex. NM-1 (Fischer Direct); Ex. NM-14. 

E North Mankato requests that the 
Commission edit route permit 
Finding 304 to: (a) delete the 
word “the” preceding  
“its adopted land use” in the first 
sentence; and, (b) correct a 
reference to North Mankato that 
appears intended to refer to 
Mankato. 

307. The City of Mankato submitted comments 
on the Draft EIS, stating that the Blue Route 
conflicts with the its adopted land use and 
growth plans, future expansion of the Mankato 
Regional Airport, and maintenance of the 
forested wetland areas located between Mankato 
and the City of Eagle Lake.906 The City of 
Mankato noted that the area between the cities of 
Mankato and Eagle Lake has, and will have in 
the near future, the fastest growing population in 
the Project area.907 This area has already 
experienced significant public and private 
infrastructure investment reflecting the urban 
development. The City of North Mankato 
requested that the Draft EIS be amended to state 
that the Blue Route’s impacts on aesthetics, 
displacement, zoning and land use, public 
services, and flora are “moderate to significant 
and likely unable to be mitigated.”908 
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Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Debra D. Roby  
Debra D. Roby, DC License # 475398 
Omar Bustami, MD License # 1606210030 
Jennings, Strouss & Salmon, P.L.C. 
1350 I Street NW – Suite 810 
Washington, DC 20005 
(202) 464-0539 
droby@jsslaw.com
obustami@jsslaw.com

/s/ Michael H. Kennedy 
Michael H. Kennedy, MN License # 55190 
Kennedy & Kennedy 
99 Navaho Avenue – Suite 104 
Mankato, MN 56001 
(507) 345-4582 
kennedylaw@hotmail.com

Counsel for North Mankato 

Dated: June 6, 2019 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that I have, this 6th day of June 2019, caused the foregoing document to 

be filed by electronic eDockets, and eServed, or sent by US Mail, as indicated, to all parties on 

the service lists compiled for these consolidated proceedings.  

/s/ Debra D. Roby  
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