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April 26, 2019

Daniel P. Wolf —Via Electronic Filing—
Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission

121 7™ Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, MN 55101

RE:  NOTIFICATION OF ACQUISITION AFFECTING OWNERSHIP OF THE LLARGE
WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEM SITE PERMIT FOR THE 200 BW
BLAZING STAR 2 WIND ENERGY PROJECT

REQUEST FOR TRANSFER OF THE LARGE WIND ENERGY CONVERSION
SYSTEM SITE PERMIT ISSUED FOR THE 200 MW BLAZING STAR 2 WIND
ENERGY PROJECT

DockET No. IP-6985/WS-17-700

REQUEST FOR TRANSFER OF A ROUTE PERMIT FOR BLLAZING STAR WIND
FARM 2 115-KI1LOVOLT HIGH VOLTAGE TRANSMISSION LINE
DockeT No. IP-6985/TL-17-701

Dear Mr. Wolf:

Pursuant to Minn. Rules 7850.5000 and 7854.1400, the November 6, 2018, Order
in Docket IP-6985/WS-17-700, and the March 20, 2019, Order in Docket IP-
6686/TL-17-701 issued by the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, Northern
States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation (NSPM or the Company),
provides this Notice of Acquisition of Blazing Star Wind Farm 2, LL.C (Blazing
Star 2), Request to Transfer the Large Wind Energy Conversion System (LWECS)
Site Permit issued for the 200 MW Blazing Star 2 wind energy project (Site
Permit), and Request to Transfer the Blazing Star Wind Farm 2, LL.C Route
Permit for 115 kV High Voltage Transmission Line Project (Route Permit).



BACKGROUND

On November 16, 2017, Blazing Star 2 filed a Site Permit application for an
LWECS pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 216E.03, subd. 1, with the Commission in
Docket No. IP-6985/WS-17-700.

On April 11, 2018, Blazing Star 2 filed an application for a route permit pursuant
to Minnesota Statutes Chapter 216E and Minnesota Rules Chapter 7850 to
construct an approximately 7.5 mile-long 115 kilovolt transmission line and
associated facilities for the proposed Blazing Star Wind Farm 2 in Lincoln County,
Minnesota, with the Commission in Docket No. IP-6985/TL-17-701.

On November 6, 2018, the Commission entered the Order issuing the Site Permit.

On March 20, 2019, the Commission entered the Order approving Findings of
Fact and Conclusions of L.aw and issued the Route Permit.

NOTICE OF ACQUISITION

The Blazing Star 2 Wind Farm will be built on approximately 57,800 acres on
agricultural land in Diamond Lake, Drammen, Ash Lake, Shaokatan, Royal,
Hendricks, and Marble Townships, in Lincoln County, Minnesota.

Pursuant to Section 14.0 of the Site Permit, Blazing Star 2, as Permittee, is
required to notify the Commission of a change in the owner(s) of the
majority financial or governance interests in the Permittee.

On March 20, 2019, NSPM purchased Blazing Star 2 and will be responsible
tfor compliance with the Site Permit and reporting conditions therein, as well
as managing the ongoing development and construction activities.

The Company requests the following persons be placed on the Commission’s
official service list for this docket:

Ryan Long Lynnette Sweet

Xcel Energy Services Inc. Regulatory Affairs

414-Nicollet Mall — 401 8" Floor 414 Nicollet Mall — 401 7* Floor
Minneapolis, MN 55401 Minneapolis, MN 55401

Ryan.jlong(@xcelenergy.com regulatory.records(@xcelenergy.com



mailto:Ryan.j.long@xcelenergy.com
mailto:regulatory.records@xcelenergy.com

With this filing, NSP and Blazing Star provide notice to the Commission that on
March 20, 2019 the companies closed on the sale of the Blazing Star 2 Wind Farm,
and as such, NSP has assumed ownership of Blazing Star development assets.

REQUEST TO TRANSFER SITE PERMIT AND ROUTE PERMIT

Pursuant to Minn. Rule 7854.1400 and Section 14.0 of the Site Permit, Blazing Star
2, as Permittee for the LWECS under the Site Permit, requests approval to transfer
the Site Permit to NSPM. Pursuant to Minn. Rule 7850.5000 and Section 11.0 of
the Route Permit, Blazing Star 2, as Permittee under the Route Permit, requests
approval to transfer the Route Permit to NSPM. In support of both requests,
Blazing Star 2, provides the following information:

o  Narme of the existing permittee (for both the Site Permit and Route Permit): Blazing
Star Wind Farm 2, LL.C.

o  Name and description of the person to whom the permits are to be transferred:

Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation, which is a
public utility operating subsidiary of Xcel Energy Inc., a registered public
utility holding company.

o Reasons for the transfer: On March 20, 2019, NSPM and Blazing Star 2 closed
on the sale of the Blazing Star 2 Wind Farm LWECS. In connection with
that transaction, NSPM and Blazing Star 2 are seeking to transfer the Site
Permit and Route Permit to NSPM.

o Description of the facilities affected: All facilities described in Sections 2.0-2.2 of
the Site Permit and Sections 2.0-2.4 of the Route Permit.

o Reguested date of the transfer. May 14, 2019

As supported by the Affidavit of Christopher B. Clark submitted herewith, NSPM,
as Transferee for the LWECS, the Site Permit, and Route Permit, states that it can
and will comply with the conditions of the Site Permit and Route Permit.

Blazing Star 2 and NSPM state that they will provide notice of this request to
those persons identified by the Commission as persons interested in the matter.

Please contact Pamela Gibbs at pamela.k.gibbs@xcelenergy.com or 612-330-2889
ot Bria Shea at bria.c.shea@xcelenergy.com or 612-330-6064 if you have any
questions regarding this filing.

Date: April 26, 2019
Blazing Star Wind Farm 2, LL.C
Northern States Power Company

cc: Service Lists


mailto:pamela.k.gibbs@xcelenergy.com
mailto:bria.e.shea@xcelenergy.com

REQUEST FOR TRANSFER OF DockET No. IP-6985/WS-17-700
THE LARGE WIND ENERGY DockeT No. IP-6985/TL-17-701
CONVERSION SYSTEM SITE '

PERMIT AND ROUTE PERMIT ISSUED

FOR THE 200 MW BLAZING STAR 2 WIND

ENERGY PROJECT AND 115-KILOVOLT TRANSMISSION LINE

AFFIDAVIT OF CHRISTOPHER B. CLARK

Christopher B. Clark, under oath, states:

1. T am employed by Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation
(NSP or the Company), which is a public utility operating subsidiaty of Xcel Energy
Inc., a registered public utility holding company. My business address is 414 Nicollet
Mall, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401. My title is President — Northern States Power
Company — Minnesota.

2. I have more than 20 years of experience in the public utility industty and have
worked extensively in connection with the Company’s putchases and construction of
wind energy generation facilities. The Company’s engineering and construction team
has extensive experience in the field of engineeting and construction of electric powet
infrastructute.

3. I am submitting this Affidavit in support of the Company’s tequest for the
transfer of the Large Wind Energy Conversion System Site Permit Issued for the 200
MW Blazing Star 2 Wind Energy Project (Site Petmit), which was originally granted
by the Public Utilities Commission (Commission) in Docket No. IP-6985/WS-17-700
to Blazing Star Wind Farm, LLC; and for the transfer of the 115-Kilovolt High
Voltage Transmission Line Route Permit (Route Permit), which was originally granted
by the Commission in Docket No. IP-6985/WS-17-701.

4, 1 have reviewed all of the terms and conditions of the Site Permit and Route
Permit.

5. The Company agrees to abide by all of the terms and conditions of the Site
Permit and Route Permit and stands ready, willing and able to petform the obligations
stated therein.




6. 1 have authority to bind the Company in the commitments made in this

Affidavit,

Christopher B. Clark
President — NSPM

Dated this 3 4.date of April, 2019.

» M N MARTINEZ
o N MARJOQ::W Public .
AE { Minnesota
N8 Mysggrengxlssion Expires
7/ Janyaty 31.

Notary Public
My Commission Expites: /Q@Iw&d/i/g" % ,'f 20520




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Jim Erickson, hereby certify that I have this day served copies of the foregoing
document on the attached list of persons.

xx by depositing a true and correct copy thereof, propetrly enveloped
with postage paid in the United States mail at Minneapolis, Minnesota

xx electronic filing

Docket No.  IP-6985/WS-17-700
IP-6985/TL-17-701

Dated this 26th day of April 2019

/s/

Jim Erickson
Regulatory Administrator
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Generic Notice Commerce Attorneys commerce.attorneys@ag.st | Office of the Attorney 445 Minnesota Street Suite | Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL_17-700_Official
ate.mn.us General-DOC 1800 List
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Greg Blanchette freddy.blan@yahoo.com 2524 US HWY 75 Electronic Service No SPL_SL_17-701_Project
Contact List
Ivanhoe,
MN
56142
Brad Borkenhagen N/A 47687 121st St Paper Service No SPL_SL_17-701_Project
Contact List
Lewisville,
MN
56060
Generic Notice Commerce Attorneys commerce.attorneys@ag.st | Office of the Attorney 445 Minnesota Street Suite [Electronic Service Yes SPL_SL_17-701_Project
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St. Paul,
MN
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Tim Deitz dritzfarm@gmail.com 1618 Co Hwy 16 Electronic Service No SPL_SL_17-701_Project
Contact List
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MN
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lan Dobson residential.utilities@ag.stat | Office of the Attorney 1400 BRM Tower Electronic Service Yes SPL_SL_17-701_Project
e.mn.us General-RUD 445 Minnesota St Contact List
St. Paul,
MN
551012131
Sharon Ferguson sharon.ferguson@state.mn | Department of Commerce |85 7th Place E Ste 280 Electronic Service Yes SPL_SL_17-701_Project
.us Contact List
Saint Paul,
MN
551012198
Henning Hansen hnhans@itctel.com 48686 207th St Electronic Service No SPL_SL_17-701_Project
Contact List
Elkton,
SD
57026
Wayne Hauschild N/A 2783 130 Ave Paper Service No SPL_SL_17-701_Project
Contact List
Hendrick,
MN
56136
Dustin Hauschild duhaus@itctel.com 2690 Co Hwy 1 Paper Service No SPL_SL_17-701_Project
Contact List
Hendricks,
MN
56136
Ruth Johnson N/A 406 So Lake St Paper Service No SPL_SL_17-701_Project

Hendricks,
MN
56136

Contact List
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Bruce Kinnin N/A 1830 Cty Hwy 1 Paper Service No SPL_SL_17-701_Project
Contact List
Elkton,
SD
57026
Lyle Koopman honker41@hotmail.com 332 South Cedric Electronic Service No SPL_SL_17-701_Project
Contact List
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MN
56142
Roger Lo Kruger N/A 3166 County Rd 14 Paper Service No SPL_SL_17-701_Project
Contact List
Tracy,
MN
56175
James LaFave james.lafave@state.mn.us | Office of Administrative PO Box 64620 Electronic Service No SPL_SL_17-701_Project
Hearings Contact List
St. Paul,
MN
55164-0620
Lance Lamote N/A 2738 132 st Paper Service No SPL_SL_17-701_Project
Contact List
Tyler,
MN
56178
Wally Lipinski N/A 1892 180th Ave Paper Service No SPL_SL_17-701_Project
Contact List
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MN
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St. Paul,
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Joe Navejas jnavejas@liunagroc.com 1308 Spring Rd Paper Service No SPL_SL_17-701_Project
Contact List
Faribault,
MN
55021
Katrina Nelson N/A 1492 County HWY 17 Paper Service No SPL_SL_17-701_Project
Contact List
Hendricks,
MN
56136
Jim Nichols jnichols@itctel.com not given Electronic Service No SPL_SL_17-701_Project

Lake Benton,

Contact List
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Blake Nixon blake@geronimoenergy.co |Blazing Star Wind Farm, 7650 Edinborough Way Electronic Service Yes SPL_SL_17-701_Project
m LLC #725 Contact List
Edina,
MN
55435
Ron Nuese nuesers@itctel.com 1472 290th St Electronic Service No SPL_SL_17-701_Project
Contact List
Hendricks,
MN
56136
Eugene Paluch N/A 122 W George St Paper Service No SPL_SL_17-701_Project
Contact List
lvanhoe,
MN
56142
Carroll Peterson N/A 2759 Co Rd 101 Paper Service No SPL_SL_17-701_Project
Contact List
Hendrick,
MN
56136
Martin Popowski N/A 3145 230th Ave Paper Service No SPL_SL_17-701_Project
Contact List
Ivanhoe,
MN
56142
Lance Radziej lanceradziej@hotmail.com N/A Electronic Service No SPL_SL_17-701_Project
Contact List
Harry Ratajczak N/A 3258 22th Ave Paper Service No SPL_SL_17-701_Project
Contact List
Ivanhoe,
MN
56142
Larry Sterenger N/A 2675 220th Ave Paper Service No SPL_SL_17-701_Project
Contact List
Ivanhoe,
MN
56142
Mike Traen mdtraen@gmail.com 313141 Ave S Electronic Service No SPL_SL_17-701_Project
Contact List
Fargo,
ND
58104
Haley Waller Pitts hwallerpitts@fredlaw.com | Fredrikson & Byron, P.A. 200 S 6th St Ste 4000 Electronic Service Yes SPL_SL_17-701_Project

Minneapolis,
MN
55402

Contact List
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Alan Widmark awidmark45@yahoo.com 2687 180th Ave Electronic Service No SPL_SL_17-701_Project
Contact List
Ivanhoe,
MN
56142
Daniel P Wolf dan.wolf@state.mn.us Public Utilities Commission |121 7th Place East Electronic Service Yes SPL_SL_17-701_Project
Suite 350 Contact List
St. Paul,
MN
551012147
Johnny Yockney N/A 219 S Pearl St Paper Service No SPL_SL_17-701_Project
PO Box 393 Contact List
Moville,
1A

51039-0393
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