ce"terPOint ® 505 Nicollet Mall
ei PO Box 59038
E”e’yy Minneapolis, MN 55459-0038

— VIA ELECTRONIC FILING -

July 11, 2019

Mr. Daniel Wolf

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7" Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, MN 55101-2147

RE: CenterPoint Energy’s 2018 Conservation Improvement Program Status Report &
Associated Compliance Filings

Reply Comments

Docket No. G-008/M-19-298

Dear Mr. Wolf:

CenterPoint Energy Resources Corp., d/b/a CenterPoint Energy Minnesota Gas, (“CenterPoint
Energy” or the “Company”) respectfully submits the following Reply Comments in response to
the Comments? of the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Division of Energy Resources
("DER Staff”) regarding the Company’s 2018 Demand-Side Management (“DSM”) Financial
Incentive Report, Conservation Improvement Program (“CIP") Tracker Report, and
Conservation Cost Recovery Adjustment (“‘CCRA”) Proposal (“the Petition”).? The Company
appreciates the time and effort expended by DER Staff in the analysis and review of the
Petition.

CenterPoint Energy has reviewed the Comments and accepts without contention the following
recommendations that the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”):

1) Approve CenterPoint Energy’s proposed 2018 DSM financial incentive of
$11,317,175 to be included in the Company’s CIP Tracker account no sooner than
the issue date of the Commission’s Order in Docket No. G-008/M-19-298;

2) Approve CenterPoint Energy’s 2087 CIP Tracker account, as summarized in the
Comments, Table 1, resulting in a December 31, 2018 balance of ($6,096,809);

1 See Comments of the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Division of Energy Resources In the Matter
of Natural Gas Conservation Improvement Program 2018 Status Report & Associated Compliance
Filings, Docket No. G-008/M-19-298 (June 28, 2019).

2 See CenterPoint Energy’s Natural Gas Conservation Improvement Program 2018 Status Report &
Associated Compliance Filings, Docket No. G-008/M-19-298, et al., (May 1, 2019).
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On May 1, 2019 CenterPoint Energy requested approval to increase its CCRA to $0.0576 per
dekatherm (“Dth”) or 0.00576 per therm.® The requested CCRA of $0.00576 per therm was
calculated based on the rate designed to reduce the CIP Tracker balance as close to zero as
possible by the end of 2020.# The Company and DER Staff have discussed the CCRA request
and the Company believes there is agreement that the Company requested a CCRA of 0.00576
per therm and not 0.00567 per therm as described in the DER Staff recommendations.®

CenterPoint Energy requests, in alignment with the Company’s original request, that the
Commission:

3) Approve a 2019/2020 CCRA of $0.00576 per therm, effective September 1, 2019;
and

4) Approve the Company’s proposed bill message concerning its CCRA that states:
“The PUC has approved a Conservation Cost Recovery Adjustment (CCRA) factor

of $0.00576 per therm. This charge will be used to fund energy conservation
activities and has been added to your delivery charge. For more information, please
call or visit our website.”

CenterPoint Energy appreciates DER Staff’s review of its Petition as well as the historical
context DER Staff provided in the table attached to its Comments. The Company would like to
add to this historical context by highlighting that Minnesota is a national leader in providing
effective, and cost-effective, natural gas efficiency programs that delivers significant benefits to
customers.®

Please feel free to contact me at 612-321-4324 or ethan.warner@centerpointenergy.com with
any questions.

Sincerely,
/sl Ethan S. Warner

Ethan S. Warner
Regulatory Analyst, Conservation Improvement Program

C: Service List

3 Seeid at p. 51.

4 See id at appendix attachment B-1 and B-2.

5 See Comments of the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Division of Energy Resources In the Matter
of Natural Gas Conservation Improvement Program 2018 Status Report & Associated Compliance
Filings, Docket No. G-008/M-19-298 (June 28, 2019).

6 See CenterPoint Energy’s Reply Comments In the Matter of Natural Gas Conservation Improvement
Program 2018 Status Report & Associated Compliance Filing, Docket No. G-008/M-18-120 (June 11,
2018).



AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE

STATE OF MINNESOTA )
) ss.
COUNTY OF HENNEPIN )

Ethan S. Warner, being first duly sworn on oath, deposes and says he served the attached
Reply Comments by CenterPoint Energy to all persons at the addresses indicated on the
attached list by having the document delivered by electronic filing or by placing in the U.S.
Mail at the City of Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Is/
Ethan S. Warner
Regulatory Analyst
CenterPoint Energy

Subscribed and sworn to before me
this 11" day of July 2019

/s/ Melodee S. Carlson Chang
Melodee S. Carlson Chang, Notary Public
My Commission Expires on January 31, 2024
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St. Paul,
MN
55106
Scot McClure scotmcclure@alliantenergy. | Interstate Power And Light |4902 N Biltmore Ln Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL
com Company PO Box 77007 SERVICE LIST
Madison,
Wi
537071007
John McWilliams John.McWilliams@Dairylan | Dairyland Power 3200 East Ave SPO Box Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL
dPower.com Cooperative 817 SERVICE LIST
La Crosse,
Wi
54601-7227
Brian Meloy brian.meloy@stinson.com |STINSON LLP 50 S 6th St Ste 2600 Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL
SERVICE LIST
Minneapolis,
MN
55402
David Moeller dmoeller@allete.com Minnesota Power 30 W Superior St Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL

Duluth,
MN
558022093

SERVICE LIST




First Name Last Name Email Company Name Address Delivery Method View Trade Secret Service List Name
Andrew Moratzka andrew.moratzka@stoel.co |Stoel Rives LLP 33 South Sixth St Ste 4200 |Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL
m SERVICE LIST
Minneapolis,
MN
55402
Carl Nelson cnelson@mncee.org Center for Energy and 212 3rd Ave N Ste 560 Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL
Environment SERVICE LIST
Minneapolis,
MN
55401
Samantha Norris samanthanorris@alliantene | Interstate Power and Light [200 1st Street SE PO Box |Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL
rgy.com Company 351 SERVICE LIST
Cedar Rapids,
1A
524060351
Audrey Partridge apartridge@mncee.org Center for Energy and 212 3rd Ave. N. Suite 560 |Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL
Environment SERVICE LIST
Minneapolis,
Minnesota
55401
Joyce Peppin joyce@mrea.org Minnesota Rural Electric 11640 73rd Ave N Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL
Association SERVICE LIST
Maple Grove,
MN
55369
Lisa Pickard Iseverson@minnkota.com | Minnkota Power 5301 32nd Ave S Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL
Cooperative SERVICE LIST
Grand Forks,
ND
58201
Bill Poppert info@technologycos.com | Technology North 2433 Highwood Ave Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL
SERVICE LIST
St. Paul,
MN
55119
Kathleen A Prestidge Kathy.Prestidge@stoel.co |Stoel Rives LLP 33 S 6th St Ste 4200 Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL
m SERVICE LIST
Minneapolis,
MN
55402
Dave Reinke dreinke@dakotaelectric.co |Dakota Electric Association |4300 220th St W Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL
m SERVICE LIST
Farmington,
MN
55024-9583
Chris Rustad crustad@mnchamber.com |Minnesota Chamber of 400 Robert St N Ste 1500 [ Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL

Commerce

Saint Paul,
MN
55101

SERVICE LIST




First Name Last Name Email Company Name Address Delivery Method View Trade Secret Service List Name
Christopher Schoenherr cp.schoenherr@smmpa.or [SMMPA 500 First Ave SW Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL
g SERVICE LIST
Rochester,
MN
55902-3303
Lauryn Schothorst Ischothorst@mnchamber.c 400 Robert St N Ste 1500 | Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL
om SERVICE LIST
Saint Paul,
MN
55101
Ken Smith ken.smith@districtenergy.c | District Energy St. Paul Inc. |76 W Kellogg Blvd Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL
om SERVICE LIST
St. Paul,
MN
55102
Anna Sommer anna@sommerenergy.com [Sommer Energy LLC PO Box 766 Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL
SERVICE LIST
Grand Canyon,
AZ
86023
Russ Stark Russ.Stark@ci.stpaul.mn.u | City of St. Paul 390 City Hall Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL
s 15 West Kellogg Bouleivard SERVICE LIST
Saint Paul,
MN
55102
Lynnette Sweet Regulatory.records@xcele |Xcel Energy 414 Nicollet Mall FL 7 Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL
nergy.com SERVICE LIST
Minneapolis,
MN
554011993
Kodi Verhalen kverhalen@briggs.com Briggs & Morgan 2200 IDS Center Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL
80 South Eighth Street SERVICE LIST
Minneapolis,
Minnesota
55402
Michael Volker mvolker@eastriver.coop East River Electric Power |211 S. Harth Ave Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL
Coop SERVICE LIST
Madison,
SD
57042
Sharon N. Walsh swalsh@shakopeeudtilities.c | Shakopee Public Utilties 255 Sarazin St Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL
om SERVICE LIST
Shakopee,
MN
55379
Ethan Warner ethan.warner@centerpoint | CenterPoint Energy 505 Nicollet Mall Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL

energy.com

Minneapolis,
Minnesota
55402

SERVICE LIST




First Name Last Name Email Company Name Address Delivery Method View Trade Secret Service List Name
Robyn Woeste robynwoeste@alliantenerg |Interstate Power and Light |200 First St SE Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL
y.com Company SERVICE LIST
Cedar Rapids,
1A
52401
Daniel P Wolf dan.wolf@state.mn.us Public Utilities Commission |121 7th Place East Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL
Suite 350 SERVICE LIST
St. Paul,
MN
551012147
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