
 
 

414 Nicollet Mall 
    Minneapolis, MN 55401 

 
 

June 25, 2018   
   
 

 VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 
PUBLIC DOCUMENT 

TRADE SECRET INFORMATION EXCISED 
 

REFILED 
 
 
Mr. Daniel P. Wolf 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, Minnesota  55101-2147 
 
RE: RENEWABLE ENERGY OBLIGATION (REO)-RENEWABLE ENERGY STANDARD 

(RES) COMPLIANCE REPORT 
 

COMMISSION CONSIDERATION AND DETERMINATION ON COMPLIANCE WITH 
RENEWABLE ENERGY STANDARDS 
DOCKET NO. E999/M -18-78 
 
RENEWABLE ENERGY CERTIFICATE RETIREMENT AND REPORTING FOR 
COMPLIANCE YEAR 2017 
DOCKET NO. E999/PR-18-12 

 
GREEN PRICING VERIFICATION FILING PROCESS 
DOCKET NO. E999/PR-02-1240 

 
Dear Mr. Wolf: 
 
On June 1, 2018, Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation, 
submitted a Non-Public version of the attached compliance report to fulfill the 
verification and filing requirements for the Renewable Energy Standards (RES) 
Renewable Energy Credit (REC) retirement and Green Pricing REC retirement, along 
with the RES biennial filing obligations required by Minn. Stat. § 216B.1691, Subd. 3.   
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On June 13, 2018, the MN Department of Commerce (DOC) made a request that we 
refile the report with public information on subscriptions to Renewable*Connect – 
Government to allow the DOC to communicate overall trends in voluntary purchases 
to the public.  The Company contacted the Renewable*Connect-Government 
customer and received written authorization to refile the information as public.  The 
Company submits this letter and the attached report containing the requested public 
information in the above-referenced docket.   
 
This filing is made pursuant to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s April 17, 
2014 NOTICE OF BIENNIAL FILING OBLIGATIONS, which established Docket No. 
E999/M-14-237.  We have provided the required information in the attached Excel 
spreadsheet templates.  Attachment A contains REC retirements, biennial reporting 
obligations, and REC sales and purchases.   
 
Attachment A contains certain portions that have been designated as Trade Secret 
information pursuant to Minnesota Statute § 13.37, subd. 1(b).  In particular, the 
information designated as Trade Secret derives independent economic value, actual 
or potential, from not being generally known to, and not being readily 
ascertainable by proper means by, other persons who can obtain economic value 
from its disclosure or use.   
 
REC Retirement 
 
By May 1, 2018, the Company retired approximately 7.4 million RECs, representing 
25 percent of annual retail sales for calendar year 2017, using the Midwest Renewable 
Energy Tracking System (M-RETS).  The Company is therefore in compliance with 
the Minnesota RES requirements identified in Minn. Stat. § 216B.1691 and the 
Commission’s March 19, 2010 Order in Docket No. E999/CI-03-869.  In addition, by 
May 1, 2018, the Company retired a large number of RECs for our Green Pricing 
Programs as detailed in Attachment A.    
 
The required information specified in the Commission’s April 17, 2014 NOTICE and 
the May 28, 2013 ORDER FINDING UTILITIES IN COMPLIANCE WITH MINN. STAT. § 
216B.1691 AND MODIFYING BIENNIAL REPORTING PROCEDURES in Docket No. 
E999/M-12-958, including the RES calculations, the RECs retired and the names of 
the M-RETS retirement sub-accounts, is provided in Attachment A. 
 
As noted in Attachment A.6, we sold 356,310 RECs allocated to the Company’s 
Minnesota jurisdictional share during the 2017 calendar year.  The Company also 
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purchased 169,500 RECs for our Windsource program and has included those 
quantities in Attachment A.6. 
 
Biennial REO-RES Compliance 
 
This report provides the Company’s actual retail sales data from 2017 and forecasted 
retail sales data for 2018 – 2020, generation data summary for this reporting period, 
other state RES or Objectives to which the utility is subject, actions taken to address 
the RES requirements, and a discussion of potential obstacles to meeting our 
requirements and solutions to the same. 
 
Pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 216.17, subd. 3, we have electronically filed this document 
and served copies on all parties on the attached service list.  If you have any questions 
about this information, please contact me at bria.e.shea@xcelenergy.com or (612) 
330-6064. 
  
 

Sincerely, 
 

/s/ 
 

BRIA E. SHEA 
DIRECTOR, REGULATORY AND STRATEGIC ANALYSIS 
 
Attachment 
c:  Service Lists 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, Lynnette Sweet, hereby certify that I have this day served copies or summaries of 
the foregoing document on the attached list of persons. 
 
 

xx  by depositing a true and correct copy thereof, properly enveloped 
with postage paid in the United States Mail at Minneapolis, 
Minnesota      

 
  xx   electronic filing 
 
 
DOCKET NOS. E999/PR-02-1240 
       E999/PR-18-12 
       E999/M-18-78 
  
 
Dated this 25th day of June 2018 
 
/s/ 
______________________ 
Lynnette Sweet 
Regulatory Administrator 
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