State of Minnesota
Before the Public Utilities Commission

Katie Sieben Chair
Dan Lipschultz Commissioner
Valerie Means Commissioner
Matthew Schuerger Commissioner
John Tuma Commissioner
In the Matter of the Application of Minnesota Power for Docket No. E-015/GR-19-442
Authority to Increase Rates for Electric Utility Service in
Minnesota
In the Matter of the Application of Northern States Power Docket No. E-002/GR-19-564

Company, dba Xcel Energy, for Authority to Increase Rates
for Electric Service in the State of Minnesota

Comments of the Citizens Utility Board of Minnesota

The Citizens Utility Board of Minnesota (“CUB"), a nonprofit advocate for Minnesota's residential and
small business energy consumers, appreciates this opportunity to provide comments on procedure
for the above-referenced dockets.

In its January 30, 2018 hearing on Minnesota Power’'s most recent general rate case (Docket No. E-
015/GR-16-664), the Public Utilities Commission (“PUC" or “the Commission”) discussed concerns
regarding limitations that had been placed on certain intervenors in the contested case for that rate
case. Commissioner Schuerger emphasized: “it's really important in the future that appropriate
parties are able to participate.” He suggested, and commissioners agreed that, in future rate cases,
the PUC specify “in our referral that intervention could be done under our [PUC] rules,” and that
questions regarding intervention “could be certified back to the Commission.”

CUB respectfully requests, if the Commission chooses to refer the present matter to the Office of
Administrative Hearings for a contested case, that it provide instruction as to the rules governing
intervention, the ability to certify questions to the Commission, and the Commission’s preference for
inclusivity rather than limiting parties’ intervention.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.
Sincerely, November 18, 2019

Annie Levenson-Falk

Annie Levenson-Falk

Executive Director

Citizens Utility Board of Minnesota
332 Minnesota Street, Suite W1360
St. Paul, MN 55101

651-300-2701
annielf@cubminnesota.org
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