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NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD ON  
PETITION FOR A MINOR ALTERATION 

Issued:   December 9, 2019 
 

In the Matter of the Application for a Minor Alteration of Xcel Energy’s 500 kV Transmission Line 
5702 in Chisholm, Minnesota 
 
PUC Docket Number:   E002/MC-19-758 
 
Comment Period:   Initial comment period closes December 23, 2019 at 4:30pm 

   Reply comment period closes January 6, 2020 at 4:30pm 
 
Comments received after the close of the comment period may or may not 
be considered by the Commission. 

 
Topics Open for Comment:   

• Should the Commission approve the request for a minor alteration to construct an 
approximately 3-mile, 500-kilovolt (kV) high-voltage transmission? 

• Should any conditions be required if a minor alteration is approved? 

• Are there other issues or concerns related to this matter? 
 
Project Background:   
 
Northern States Power Company (Xcel Energy) petitioned the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (Commission) on November 27, 2019 for a minor alteration to reroute an 
approximately 3-mile section of the existing 500-kV high-voltage transmission line (HVTL) in 
Chisholm, Minnesota. The 500-kV HVTL runs from Warroad to the Chisago County Substation, 
approximately 250 miles in the state of Minnesota. Xcel Energy is proposing to reroute the portion 
of the current HVTL to accommodate planned eastward expansion of the Hibbing Taconite 
Company’s existing mining operations.  
 
Under Minnesota Rule 7850.4800, a minor alteration is defined as a change in a large electric power 
generating plant or high-voltage transmission line that does not result in significant changes in the 
human or environmental impact of the facility. At the close of the comment period, the Commission 
will decide whether to authorize the minor alteration and, if so, determine whether additional 
conditions are appropriate.  
 

 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Daniel P. Wolf, Executive Secretary 
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Filing Requirements:  Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies are 
required to file documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling).  All parties, 
participants and interested persons are encouraged to use eFiling:  mn.gov/puc, select Comment, 
and follow the prompts. 
 
Submit Public Comments:   

Online:  Visit mn.gov/puc, select the Comment button on the main menu to connect to the 
Public Comment page. 

Email:  Comments can be emailed to publicadvisor.puc@state.mn.us  
U.S. Mail:   Public Advisor, Public Utilities Commission, 121 7th Place East, Suite 350, St. Paul, 

MN 55101. 
 

Full Case Record:  See all documents filed in this docket via the Commission’s website at 
mn.gov/puc, select Search eDockets, enter the year (19) and the docket number (758), select 
Search. 
 
Subscribe to receive email notification when new documents are filed in this docket at 
mn.gov/puc, select Comment, or click HERE and follow the prompts. 
 
Questions about this docket or Commission process and procedure?  Contact Commission staff 
Charley Bruce, charley.bruce@state.mn.us, or 651-201-2251; or Tricia DeBleeckere, 
tricia.debleeckere@state.mn.us, or 651-201-2254. 
 
Change your mailing preferences:  Email docketing.puc@state.mn.us or call Leesa Norton at 
651-201-2246. 
 
To request this document in another format such as large print or audio, call 651.296.0406 (voice).  
Consumers with a hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred 
Telecommunications Relay Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance.  
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