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I. Statement of the Issue

Should the Commission authorize the Transfer of the LWECS Site Permit for the Lake Benton Il
Wind Project?

Il. Statutes and Rules

Minnesota Rule 7854.1400 and Section 14.0 of the Site Permit provide the content
requirements for requests to transfer a Large Wind Energy Conversion System (LWECS) site
permit. The Commission will approve the transfer request upon determining that the new
permittee will comply with the conditions of the permit. The Commission may also impose
reasonable conditions as part of its approval. The Commission may hold a public meeting on the
request prior to making a decision.

1. Procedural History

On March 14, 2019, the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) issued an
Amended Site Permit for the 100.2 MW Lake Benton Power Partners Il Wind Energy Project in
Pipestone County.! The permit authorized the construction and operation of an up to 100.2
megawatt wind farm in Pipestone County, MN. On May 30, 2019 the Commission granted a
Site Permit Amendment for the project.

On November 15, 2019, Northern States Power Company of Minnesota (NSPM, the Company)
purchased the Lake Benton Power Partners Il Wind Energy Project, which included the LWECS
Site Permit. On December 3, 2019, the Company notified the Commission of their acquisition
and filed a request to transfer the LWECS Site Permit.2

On January 15, 2020 the Commission issued a Notice of Comment Period requesting comments
on the permit transfer.3

On January 31, 2020 EERA submitted comments and a recommendation on the Company’s
petition for permit transfer.*

1 Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, May 30, 2019, Amended Site Permit, eDockets Number 20195-
153243-01, March 14, 2019, Amended Site Permit, see eDockets Number 20193-151107-01

2 Northern States Power Company of Minnesota, December 3, 2019, Notice of acquisition and request
for transfer of site permit. See eDockets Number 201912-157989-01

3 Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, January 15, 2020, Notice of comment period on request for site
permit transfer. eDocket Number 20201-159135-01

4 Minnesota Department of Commerce EERA January 31, 2020, Comments and Recommendations,
eDockets No. 20201-159907-02



https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7b30250A6B-0000-CE13-9E79-544AE0BE0965%7d&documentTitle=20195-153243-01
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7b30250A6B-0000-CE13-9E79-544AE0BE0965%7d&documentTitle=20195-153243-01
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7bC0748169-0000-C216-B51E-92B214E77B77%7d&documentTitle=20193-151107-01
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7b7077CD6E-0000-C413-9922-D11181BCFB89%7d&documentTitle=201912-157989-01
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7b10D9A96F-0000-C710-89E5-6374E3BA45DB%7d&documentTitle=20201-159135-01
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7bF0BCFC6F-0000-CF3F-9439-05D1335FFFF0%7d&documentTitle=20201-159907-02
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Iv. Proposed Permit Transfer

In support of its request, Lake Benton Wind Power Partners included the following information:
e Name of the existing permittee: Lake Benton Wind Power Partners Il, LLC.

e Name and description of the person to whom the permit is to be transferred: Northern
States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation, which is a public utility operating
subsidiary of Xcel Energy Inc., a registered public utility holding company.

e Reasons for the transfer: On November 15, 2019, NSPM and Lake Benton Wind Power
Partners Il closed on the sale of Lake Benton Wind Il LWECS. In connection with that
transaction, NSPM and Lake Benton Power Partners Il are seeking to transfer the Site
Permit to NSPM.

e Description of the facilities affected: All facilities described in Sections 2.0-2.2 of the Site
Permit.

» Requested date of the transfer: January 10, 2020.

The request included an affidavit of Christopher B. Clark (President, Northern States Power —
Minnesota) stating that NSPM can and will comply with the conditions of the Site Permit.

VI. Department of Commerce Energy Environmental Review and Analysis

DOC EERA noted that the basic informational requirements of the permit transfer request have
been met and that the petitioners have recognized and agreed to their obligations under the
permit. DOC EERA indicated it has no reason to believe that Xcel Energy would not comply with
the conditions in the Site Permit and recommended the Commission approve the transfer.

VIII. Staff Analysis

Upon review of the record to date, including comments received, staff agrees with DOC EERA
that Lake Benton Power Partners I, LLC and NSPM have met the requirements requisite for
transfer of the LWECS Site Permit. Staff agrees that the Company has committed to, and will
comply with the conditions of the permit. Staff notes that Lake Benton Power Partners I, LLC
and NSPM requested a transfer date of January 10, 2020. That date has already passed. Staff
recommends the Commission discuss the effective date of the transfer with Counsel to
determine whether a retroactive date can be approved or whether the transfer date will be the
date of the order approving the transfer of the Site Permit.
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IX. Decision Options

A. Site Permit Issuance

1. Grant the request to transfer the site permit for the Lake Benton Project from
Lake Benton Power Partners I, LLC to Northern States Power Company and
authorize the reissuance of the site permit effective with the Commission’s
order deciding this matter for the purpose of modifying the permittee.

2. Grant the request to transfer the site permit for the Lake Benton Project from
Lake Benton Power Partners I, LLC to Northern States Power Company and
authorize the reissuance of the site permit with an effective date of January
10, 2020.

3. Deny the request to transfer the site permit for the Lake Benton Project.

4. Direct staff to issue a notice and schedule a public meeting in the project area

to provide the public with an opportunity to comment on the request for the
transfer prior to making a decision.

5. Take some other action deemed appropriate.

Staff Recommendation: Options A.1
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