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In the Matter of the Emergency Petition of Docket No. E-015/M-20-429

Minnesota Power for Approval to Move Asset-
Based Wholesale Sales Credits to the Fuel
Adjustment Clause and Resolve Rate Case

Initial Comments of the Citizens Utility Board of Minnesota and the Energy CENTS Coalition

The Citizens Utility Board of Minnesota (CUB) and the Energy CENTS Coalition (Energy CENTS)
respectfully submit these initial comments regarding Minnesota Power’'s (MP or the Company) petition
to move asset-based wholesale credits to the fuel adjustment clause and resolve its pending rate case
(Docket No. E015/GR-19-442). The economic impacts of the COVID-19 crisis have substantially
changed circumstances since this rate case was filed. Therefore, we agree with the Company that a
withdrawal is appropriate. We have been engaging with MP on this topic since late March. We support
the proposed resolution that MP filed with minor additional terms that we believe have no objection
from parties.

Under the proposed resolution, residential customers would see a rate increase (4.63%) that is lower
than they paid under interim rates for the first four months of 2020 (5.8%). Interim rates would
eventually be refunded, meaning a retroactive 5.8% rate decrease for January through April 2020, and
this refund would come at a time when many customers could certainly benefit from additional
financial help.

CUB and Energy CENTS support addressing rate design issues in MP's time-of-day docket (Docket No.
E015/M-12-233) and understand this means expanding the scope of the considerations in that docket
to accommodate public policy considerations that have been integral to rate design issues in the rate
case, particularly ensuring affordability for low-income consumers.

CUB and Energy CENTS support MP's proposal to maintain the discount for Energy-Intensive, Trade-
Exposed (EITE) customers through February 1, 2021.

If the Public Utilities Commission (PUC or the Commission) approves MP's request and the
corresponding resolution of its rate case, CUB and Energy CENTS requests that the Commission order
that MP:

1. Before its next rate case, ensure parties can modify its cost of service study (COSS) model
inputs and cost allocators to allow parties to receive real-time calculations and outputs, and
track and report any costs related to complying with this requirement.
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2. Provide reasonable intervenor compensation to parties participating in this proceeding in
order to promote a public purpose or policy.

3. Inits next rate case, submit information on its process for collecting residential late fees and
the costs expended in these collection efforts. Before its next rate case, the Company has
committed to working with interested parties to discuss alternative methods of allocating
residential late payment and similar fees.

CUB has discussed these terms with Minnesota Power and we understand that the Company is in
support. The terms have also been presented to all intervenors to MP's rate case, and we are aware
of no opposition.

In supporting this petition and the resolution of the rate case, CUB and Energy CENTS take no position
as to the reasonableness of the individual components in isolation. Rather, our support, which is
predicated upon the inclusion of the three conditions outlined above, is made for the sole and express
purpose of reaching a compromise position that will promote the public interest, will aid in the
expeditious conclusion of this case, and will minimize the time and expense which would have
otherwise have to be devoted to this matter by the Commission and the parties. Our conditional
support of MP’s requests is based on the facts and circumstances of this case and should not be
construed as support for similar elements in future matters.

CUB and Energy CENTS greatly appreciate Minnesota Power’s willingness to discuss our concerns and
ideas as they have engaged with us since late March.

For the above reasons and with the additional terms outlined, CUB and Energy CENTS support MP’s
petition.

Respectfully submitted, May 11, 2020

/s/ Annie Levenson-Falk

Annie Levenson-Falk

Executive Director

Citizens Utility Board of Minnesota
332 Minnesota St., Suite W1360
St. Paul, MN 55101

651-300-4701, ext. 1
annielf@cubminnesota.org

/s/ Pam Marshall

Pam Marshall
Executive Director
Energy CENTS Coalition
823 East 7th Street

St. Paul, MN 55106
651-774-9019
pam@energycents.org
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OFF_SL_20-429_M-20-429

Robert H.

Schulte

rhs@schulteassociates.co
m

Schulte Associates LLC

1742 Patriot Rd

Northfield,
MN
55057

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_20-429_M-20-429

Will

Seuffert

Will.Seuffert@state.mn.us

Public Utilities Commission

121 7th PI E Ste 350

Saint Paul,
MN
55101

Electronic Service

Yes

OFF_SL_20-429_M-20-429

Janet

Shaddix Elling

jshaddix@janetshaddix.co
m

Shaddix And Associates

7400 Lyndale Ave S Ste
190

Richfield,
MN
55423

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_20-429_M-20-429

Doug

Shoemaker

dougs@charter.net

Minnesota Renewable
Energy

2928 5th Ave S

Minneapolis,
MN
55408

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_20-429_M-20-429

Brett

Skyles

Brett.Skyles@co.itasca.mn.

us

Itasca County

123 NE Fourth Street

Grand Rapids,
MN
557442600

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_20-429_M-20-429

Richard

Staffon

rcstaffon@msn.com

W. J. McCabe Chapter,
Izaak Walton League of
America

1405 Lawrence Road

Cloquet,
Minnesota
55720

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_20-429_M-20-429

Kristin

Stastny

kstastny @taftlaw.com

Taft Stettinius & Hollister
LLP

2200 IDS Center
80 South 8th St
Minneapolis,
MN
55402

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_20-429_M-20-429

James M

Strommen

jstrommen@kennedy-
graven.com

Kennedy & Graven,
Chartered

200 S 6th St Ste 470

Minneapolis,
MN
55402

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_20-429_M-20-429




First Name

Last Name

Email

Company Name

Address

Delivery Method

View Trade Secret

Service List Name

Eric

Swanson

eswanson@winthrop.com

Winthrop & Weinstine

225 S 6th St Ste 3500
Capella Tower
Minneapolis,
MN
554024629

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_20-429_M-20-429

Lynnette

Sweet

Regulatory.records @xcele
nergy.com

Xcel Energy

414 Nicollet Mall FL 7

Minneapolis,
MN
554011993

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_20-429_M-20-429

Robert

Tammen

bobtammen@frontiernet.ne
t

Wetland Action Group

PO Box 398

Soudan,
MN
55782

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_20-429_M-20-429

Jim

Tieberg

jtieberg@polymetmining.co
m

PolyMet Mining, Inc.

PO Box 475
County Highway 666
Hoyt Lakes,
MN
55750

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_20-429_M-20-429

Stuart

Tommerdahl

stommerdahl@otpco.com

Otter Tail Power Company

215 S Cascade St
PO Box 496
Fergus Falls,
MN

56537

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_20-429_M-20-429

Jessica

Tritsch

jessica.tritsch@sierraclub.o
9

Sierra Club

2327 E Franklin Ave

Minneapolis,
MN
55406

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_20-429_M-20-429

Karen

Turnboom

karen.turnboom@versoco.c
om

Verso Corporation

100 Central Avenue

Duluth,
MN
55807

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_20-429_M-20-429

Kodi

Verhalen

kverhalen@taftlaw.com

Taft Stettinius & Hollister
LLP

80 S 8th St Ste 2200

Minneapolis,
MN
55402

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_20-429_M-20-429

Kevin

Walli

kwalli@fryberger.com

Fryberger, Buchanan,
Smith & Frederick

380 St. Peter St Ste 710

St. Paul,
MN
55102

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_20-429_M-20-429

Robyn

Woeste

robynwoeste @alliantenerg
y.com

Interstate Power and Light
Company

200 First St SE

Cedar Rapids,
1A
52401

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_20-429_M-20-429




First Name Last Name Email Company Name Address Delivery Method View Trade Secret Service List Name
Mary Wolter mary.wolter@wecenergygr [Minnesota Energy 231 West Michigan St Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-429_M-20-429
oup.com Resources Corporation
(HOLDING) Milwaukee,
Wi
53203
Scott Zahorik scott.zahorik@aeoa.org Arrowhead Economic 702 S. 3rd Avenue Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-429_M-20-429

Opportunity Agency

Virginia,
MN
55792




