PUC docket IP-7002/CN-19-154 and IP-7002/WS-19-576
Three Waters Wind Project

We attended a public information meeting on wind turbine siting held in Brewster,
Minnesota in March 2019. Several people from Minnesota, lowa, and South Dakota
who live amongst existing wind power farms shared their stories of the negative effects
of having a wind turbine sited on one’s land or near one’s residence. Their experiences
suggested that wind turbine noise and shadow flicker cause significant health effects,
discomfort, and reduced quality of life. It was stated that sleep deprivation is a primary
complaint of those living hear modern turbines. Headaches are another common
complaint. Property owner afier property owner made their case that the current
setback distances are considerably inadequate.

Increased setback requirements would not prevent future wind farm development
projects. As automation and economics have driven farm consolidation over recent
decades, there are fewer and fewer farm residences on the local agricultural landscape.
There are many sections of agricultural land which currently contain no farmsteads.
Wind turbines could be sited in the interior of such uninhabited sections thereby
providing considerably greater setback distances from existing farmstead habitations or
city residences. Other sections may have only one or two aging building sites with
limited future viability as a residence, for which a wind power developer could voluntarily
negotiate with the property owner to buy out the farmstead thereby providing the
financial means for the resident to move to another location or to retire to a nearby
town. Compared to the millions of dollars required to erect a single turbine, the cost to
site a turbine on an uninhabited section, or to buy out an aging farmstead, is likely to be
minimal, therefore we believe that increased setback standards would not present an
undue financial burden on wind power development.

One person shared a story of winter ice released from turbine blades being flung
several hundred feet severely damaging the roof/side of a semi-trailer passing by on a
neighboring highway. If that thrown ice had hit the truck cab, or a passenger vehicle,
someone may have been killed.

Anecdotes suggest that shadow flicker can also cause significant problems. Even with
shades drawn, room light levels may be significantly impacted by biade shadows
passing over one’s house windows. For farmers working outside, for instance repairing
a piece of machinery or repairing a building, the constantly varying light levels from
blade shadows passing over you at typical blade passing intervals of approximaiely
once per second are likely to make it difficult to see the details or position of whatever
tool, nail, screw, or other small item you are handling. The human iris is remarkable in
its ability to adapt to different light levels, but it takes some time for it to adjust. In
nature, light levels generally change more slowly, and not repeatedly second by second.
Turbines should be sited so as not to cast shadows on inhabited farmsteads or other
residences or worksites.




It was mentioned at the Brewster meeting that the state of Minnesota has not yet
commissioned a study specifically to investigate wind turbine noise, vibration, pressure
pulsation, shadow, icing, and other potential harmful effects or hazards in order to
establish prudent state setback standards.

While we fully appreciate the environmental benefits of a carbon free source of electrical
energy, and the economic benefits a wind turbine project may bring to the local area
and the state, we urge the Public Utilities Commission and Department of Commerce to
initiate a state funded and directed study to investigate the noise emissions (both in the
audible and inaudible ranges as low frequency vibrations or pressure pulsations can
effect human organs and the nervous system), ground-transmitted vibrations, and
shadow flicker effects of large, and ever increasing in size, modern wind turbines. The
state should hire independent academic and technical experts to scientifically measure
and study these noise, vibration, pressure pulsation, shadow, and icing effects in order
to establish appropriate setback distances from residences, worksites, roads, and
property lines to protect the health, safety, well-being, and quality of life of those who
live, work, or travel nearby.

Such a study should be required as part of the environmental impact study for this
Three Waters Wind Project and would then also be available to safely and fairly guide
this and other future wind power development projects. Furthermore, we request that
the state impose such scientifically determined minimum setback distances as
conditions on the design and operation of the project. We believe it would be prudent to
perform such a state study now in order to ensure that future millions or billions of
dollars worth of wind power development are designed and sited in a safe and effective
manner and may serve the public productively for years to come.
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Comment Form: Preliminary Draft Site Permit and Environmental Report Scoping
Energy Environmental Review and Analysis
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Please provide your contact information. This information and your comments will be publically available.
Name: Phone:

Mr. Mike Handzus
Street Addres 73833 State Highway 86

Lakefield, MN 56150
City: State: ZIP:
Email

Share your comments on the proposed Three Waters Wind Farm project. Be as specific as possible.

*  What potential human and environmental impacts of the proposed project should be assessed in the environmental
report and addressed in the preliminary draft site permit prepared for the project?

*  What are the possible methods to address (avoid, minimize, or mitigate) the potential impacts of the proposed project?

= Are there other ways to meet the stated need for the project, instead of the proposed wind farm? What system
alternatives to the project should be assessed in the environmental report?

= Are there any unique characteristics of the proposed site or the project that should be considered?

= Are there any items missing or mischaracterized in the Certification of Need or Site Permit Applications?

»  Are there other project related issues or concerns?
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Public Comment Period Closes Friday, February 28, 2020

Comments must be post-marked or received electronically by the comment deadline.

How to comment:

» Submit this form to the Environmental Review Manager at a public meetmg

= Mail this form remembering to affix appropriate postage

= Mail comments in a separate envelope to the address on this form

» Fax comments to the Environmental Review Manager: (651) 539-0109

= Fmail comments to the Environmental Review Manager: richard.davis@state.mn.us
= Use the online comment form at: https://mn.gov/eera/web/project/13761/

Comments do not need to be on this form to be accepted. We encourage you to provide comments in
whatever way is most convenient for you. If commenting by email or fax use “Public Comment: Three Waters
Wind Project (CN-19-154 and WS-19-576)” in the subject line.

THANK YOU for participating in the permitting process! By commenting you are helping inform the
Minnesota Public Utility Commission’s decision regarding this project.
FOLCHERE
Comment Period: Preliminary Draft Site Permit and Environmental Report Scoping
Three Waters Wind Farm
Docket Nos. CN-19-154 and WS-19-576

Three Waters Wind Farm, LLC (Applicant) has filed a certificate of need application and a site permit application with
the Commission for an up to 201 megawatt large wind energy conversion system (LWECS).

Please share your comments on the proposed project. Comments will be used to help to develop the scope of the
environmental report and the preliminary Draft Site Permit on the potential human or environmental impacts and
issues important to making an informed permit decision. Please be as detailed as possible. Use additional pages as
needed. Contact the Environmental Review Manager, Richard Davis, with any questions about commenting or how to
~ submit your comment(s).

For project information visit: https://mn.gov/eera/web/project/ 13761/ or contact the Environmental Review Manger
at: richard.davis@state.mn.us or (651) 539-1846.
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From: D. Fisher

To: Davis, Richard (COMM)

Subject: Public Comment: Three Waters Wind Project (CN-19-154 and WS-19-576)
Date: Thursday, February 27, 2020 10:31:33 PM

Attachments: Three Waters-Public Comments-DF.pdf

SV Township Road Flooding 2019.pdf

This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security

Operations Center.

Rich,

Please review and submit these documents of Sioux Valley Township concerns to the

commissioners.

Thank you,
Dave Fisher
Sioux Valley Township Chairman


mailto:dfishers@outlook.com
mailto:richard.davis@state.mn.us

Three Waters Wind Farm
MPUC Docket Nos. CN-19-154 / WS-19-576
Sir or Madam,

Listed below are some key concerns regarding the Three Waters Wind Project in Jackson County, Minnesota.

Roadway Safety
My concern is that Scout Clean Energy is considering not using the Jackson County Zoning Ordinance
(JCZO) of height of wind turbine plus one blade. This ordinance was put in place to protect the people on
roads and ditches. The safety of the people is more important than what Scout Clean Energy is stating. If
we don’t follow the ordinances, what is the sense in having ordinances? We the people have to follow
these ordinances. They are no better or different than us.

Cemeteries
Another concern is that Scout Clean Energy has not addressed setbacks from cemeteries in the Three
Wind Farm project area. This is very important as vibrations from turbines and construction equipment
could cause damage to the stones if to close. These are all Historical Landmarks. I’'m recommending a 1
mile setback from a cemetery. This needs to be addressed!!!

Flooding Issues
Sioux Valley Township has many rivers and streams flowing throughout the area and lead to extensive
flooding during times of high waters during the year. Maps and images of flooding and/or damages to
Sioux Valley roadways included after this page.

Wildlife Protection
The setbacks on the wildlife avoidance map are not the same all the way around the boundary. Setbacks
should be at least % mile from wildlife area on the avoidance map. Sioux Valley has 10 protected waters
& 14 shoreland natural environment waters. With all the flooding we have, the setbacks from the
protected waters needs to be out farther, too. Sioux Valley is a wildlife habitat and has swamp area for
nesting also. Many different kinds of wildlife follow the 10 protected waters that pass through the
township, with some going into or nearby Skunk Lake and/or wetlands in the avoidance area and other
areas close by. There are also, Trumpet Swans on Skunk Lake that fly back and forth to lllinois Lake.

Misleading Information
Scout Wind Energy was not truthful at the Public Information meeting on February 20, 2020. Scout Clean
Energy was questioned on the accuracy of their maps. Scout Clean Energy has turbines on land not
signed up. It was mentioned at the meeting by some landowners that their land is classified as
“Agreement under negotiation” and they were a definite “no” and never had been negotiating with
Scout Clean Energy. How can Scout Clean Energy get approved for a project when they constantly
mislead people to make their project be viable?

Sincerely,
David Fisher
Sioux Valley Township Chairman






Three Waters Wind Farm
MPUC Docket Nos. CN-19-154 / WS-19-576

Three Waters Wind Project

Sioux Valley Township Road Flood Damage 2019
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ROUND LAKE TWE.

Sioux Valley Township

2019 Spring Flooding Road Damages
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Sioux Valley Township

Area 01 750th St 43.573092 -95.257540 Area 01 750th St 43.573092 -95.257540

Area 01 750th St 43.573092 -95.257540 Area 02 740th St 43.558618 -95.252645

Area 03 740th St 43.55863 -95.249446 Area 04 400th Ave 43.531953 -95.274721
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Sioux Valley Township

Area 04 400th Ave 43.531953 -95.274721 Area 04 400th Ave 43.531953 -95.274721

Area04  400th Ave  43.531953 -95274721 Area05  42XAve  43.53637 -95.234900

Area06  42XAve  43.51706 -95.23461900 Area07  400thAve  43.517147 -95274668
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Sioux Valley Township

A

43.548971 -95.304848

Area08  700thSt  43.500515 -95.285525 Area09  385th Ave

Areal0  750thSt  43.573015 -95.312448 Areall  375thAve  43.569454 -95.325022

Area12  430thAve  43.570798 -95.21514 Areal2  430thAve  43.570798 -95.21514
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Sioux Valley Township

Areal3  400thAve  43.532873 -95.274723 Areald  750thSt  43.573104 -95.271485

Area 14 750th St 43.573104 -95.271485A Area 15 750th St 43.573099 -95.273348

Area 15 750th St

43.573099 -95.273348
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Sioux Valley Township

Area 16 720th St 43.529522 -95.288551 Area 16 720th St 43.529522 -95.288551

Area 17 720th St 43.529526 -95.288751 Area 18 400th Ave 43.528493 -95.274739

Area 18 400th Ave 43.528493 -95.274739 Area 19 375th Ave 43.527353 -55.324607

Page | 5






Sioux Valley Township

Area 20 375th Ave 43.522784 -95.324681 Area 21 375th Ave 43.521382 -95.324709

Area 22 375th Ave 43.506612 -95.324663 Area 23 710th St 43.51506 -95.297213

Area 23 710th St 43.51506 -95.297213 Area 24 375th Ave 43.556154 -95.324849
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Sioux Valley Township

Area 25 375th Ave 43.,558427 -95.324918 Area 26 375th Ave 43.558608 -95.324820

Area 26 375th Ave  43.558608 -95.324820 Area 26 375th Ave 43.558804 -95.324883

Y

Area 27 710th St 43.515279 -95.219902 Area 28 710th St 43.515092 -95.253163
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Sioux Valley Township

Area 29 710th St 43.515054 -95.260759

Area 29 710th St 43.515054 -95.260759

Area 30 710th St 43.515051 -95.281506 Area 31 710th St 43.51504 -95.280949

Area 31 710th St 43.51504 -95.280949 Area 32 410th Ave 43.520338 -95.254682
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Sioux Valley Township

43.515058 -95.234637

————eS

Area 34 42X Ave 43515509 -95.234649

Area 33 42X Ave

Area 35 410 Ave 43.541669 -95.254811 Area 36 725th St 43.536724 -95.260559
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