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Mr. Daniel P. Wolf     PUBLIC DOCUMENT – NOT PUBLIC  

Executive Secretary     (OR PRIVILEGED) DATA HAS BEEN  

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission  EXCISED 

121 7th Place East 

Suite 350 

St. Paul, MN  55101-2147 

 

RE: In the Matter of Otter Tail Power Company’s Petition for Approval of a  

Transfer of Property 

 Docket No. E017/PA-19- 

 

Dear Mr. Wolf: 

 

Pursuant to Minnesota Statute § 216B.50 and Minnesota Rules 7825.1700 and 7825.1800, Otter 

Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) files this petition for approval of Otter Tail’s proposed 

acquisition from Central Power Electric Cooperative (Central Power or CPEC) of certain North 

Dakota-sited substation facilities and substation-related assets located at the Bottineau Substation 

(Bottineau County, ND); Wahpeton Substation (Richland County, ND); Rugby Substation 

(Pierce County, ND); and an approximately 4-mile-long CPEC-owned 69 kV line segment from 

what is otherwise Otter Tail’s 69 kV Rolette Line (Rolette County, ND) (collectively the 

Purchased Assets), subject to regulatory approvals.  Otter Tail has included a Summary with this 

filing.  As reflected in the attached Certificate of Service, the Summary has been served on all 

parties on Otter Tail’s General Service List.  

 

OTP has taken reasonable efforts to maintain the secrecy of the information marked as 

PROTECTED DATA in Attachment 6, which derives independent economic value, actual or 

potential, from not being generally known to, and not being readily ascertainable by proper 

means by, other persons who can obtain economic value from its disclosure or use (the 

“Protected Data”).  The Protected Data is therefore “trade secret information” and “nonpublic 

data” under Minn. Stat. § 13.37. 
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Please contact me at 218-739-8722 or kdahl@otpco.com if you have any questions regarding this 

filing.   

 

Very truly yours, 

 

/s/ KRISTIAN M. DAHL  

Kristian M. Dahl 

Associate General Counsel 

KMD: jch 

 

Enclosures 

By electronic filing 

cc: Service List 

      Debra Hoffarth, CPEC 
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August 20, 2019 

NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES 

SUBJECT:  Otter Tail Power Company’s Petition for Approval of a Transfer of Property 

 Docket No. E017/PA-19- 

Enclosed is a Summary of Otter Tail Power Company’s Petition for Approval of a Transfer of 

Property, specifically its petition for approval of Otter Tail’s proposed acquisition from Central 

Power Electric Cooperative (Central Power or CPEC) of certain substation facilities and 

substation-related assets located at the Bottineau Substation (Bottineau County, ND); Wahpeton 

Substation (Richland County, ND); Rugby Substation (Pierce County, ND); and an approximately 

4-mile-long CPEC-owned 69 kV line segment from what is otherwise Otter Tail’s 69 kV Rolette 

Line (Rolette County, ND)  (collectively the Purchased Assets), which was filed today, in order to 

benefit Otter Tail’s system through more seamless ownership arrangements in the areas served by 

the Purchased Assets.   

A copy of this document is available for public inspection at the locations listed below: 

Otter Tail Power Company  Division of Energy Resources, MN Dept. of Commerce 

215 South Cascade   121 7th Place East, Suite 350 

Fergus Falls, MN  56537  St. Paul, MN  55101-2147 

Please contact me at 218-739-8722 if you wish to receive a copy of the above document or have 

any questions. 

Very truly yours, 

 

 

 /s/ KRISTIAN M. DAHL 

Kristian M. Dahl 

Associate General Counsel 

KMD 

Enclosures 

 

 



 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

BEFORE THE 

MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

In the Matter of the Petition of      Docket No. E017/PA-19- 

Otter Tail Power Company 

for Approval of a Transfer of Property        

SUMMARY OF FILING 

 Please take notice that on August 20, 2019, Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) filed a 

petition with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) pursuant to Minnesota 

Statute § 216B.50 and Minnesota Rules 7825.1700 – 7825.1800, for Commission review and 

approval of petition for approval of Otter Tail’s proposed acquisition from Central Power Electric 

Cooperative (CPEC) of certain substation facilities and substation-related assets located at the 

Bottineau Substation (Bottineau County, ND); Wahpeton Substation (Richland County, ND); 

Rugby Substation (Pierce County, ND); and an approximately 4-mile-long CPEC-owned 69 kV 

line segment from what is otherwise Otter Tail’s 69 kV Rolette Line (Rolette County, ND) 

(collectively the proposed Purchased Assets). 
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STATE OF MINNESOTA 
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MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

Katie Sieben 
 

Chair 

Dan Lipschultz Vice-Chair 

Valerie Means Commissioner 

Matthew Schuerger Commissioner 

John Tuma   Commissioner 

  

  

In the Matter of the Petition of      Docket No. E017/PA-19- 

Otter Tail Power Company 

for Approval of a Transfer  

of Property          

 

PETITION FOR APPROVAL OF A TRANSFER OF PROPERTY 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Pursuant to Minnesota Statute § 216B.50 and Minnesota Rules 7825.1700 and 

7825.1800, Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) hereby petitions the Minnesota Public 

Utilities Commission (Commission) for the necessary Commission approvals to acquire from 

Central Power Electric Cooperative (Central Power or CPEC) certain transmission system-

related substation facilities and assets (the Purchased Assets) physically located in North Dakota 

(the Requested Acquisition) at those assets’ net book value at closing, as follows: 

• CPEC equipment within the Otter Tail Bottineau 115-43.8kV Substation 

 (Bottineau Equipment);  

• CPEC equipment within the Otter Tail Wahpeton 230-115-43.8kV Substation 

(Wahpeton Equipment);  

• CPEC equipment within the Otter Tail Rugby 230-115-43.8kV Substation (Rugby 

Equipment); and 

• CPEC’s Rolette line segment – OTP Rolette four-mile long 69kV line (Rolette 

Line Segment). 

The sale of the above four sub-sets of assets at the four North Dakota locations, the Purchased 

Assets addressed herein, is subject to closing and all applicable regulatory approvals, including 

the approval sought from the Commission through the instant Application.1 

                                                 
1  The actual controlling details and more detailed description of the Purchased Assets at the four locations 

defined here are contained at Attachment A-1 of Exhibit A to the Asset Purchase Agreement, attached hereto as 

Attachment 6.  Otter Tail already operates these three substations and the other ~30 miles of the Rolette line 
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The Requested Acquisition is mutually agreed upon by Otter Tail and CPEC based on a 

variety of benefits to be recognized by customers, as set forth and further detailed herein.  The 

Requested Acquisition will not extend service to retail customers and does not alter any currently 

defined service areas.  Rather, the Requested Acquisition provides clarity by resulting in more 

seamless ownership of facilities that comprise the transmission system that support the retail 

distribution of electric power to customers, especially those in the Otter Tail’s North Dakota 

service territory, notably in the areas of Bottineau, Wahpeton, Rugby, and Rolette, where the 

Purchased Assets are located.  

Otter Tail submits that the Requested Acquisition is consistent with the public interest, 

pursuant to subd. 1 of Minnesota Statute § 216B.50, for the reasons set forth in this Petition.  

Otter Tail requests that the Commission give its consent and approval by order in writing, upon 

investigation without public hearing.  

II. DESCRIPTION OF THE PARTIES AND THE TRANSACTION 

A. Parties to the Asset Purchase Agreement 

Applicant Otter Tail is an electric public utility and transmission owning member of the 

Midcontinent Independent System Operator, Inc. (MISO) and is headquartered in Fergus Falls, 

Minnesota.  Otter Tail is engaged in the business of generating, transmitting and selling electric 

power and energy and related services and provides electricity to residential, industrial, farm, 

commercial, and municipal customers over a 70,000 square-mile area within Minnesota, North 

Dakota and South Dakota.  Otter Tail presently serves more than 131,000 retail electric customers 

throughout its service territory.  As a Transmission Owner in MISO, Otter Tail’s transmission 

facilities are subject to the applicable provisions of the MISO Open Access Transmission, Energy 

and Operating Reserve Markets Tariff (MISO Tariff) and Otter Tail is a Network Customer under 

the applicable provisions of the Southwest Power Pool, Inc. (SPP) Open Access Transmission 

Tariff (SPP Tariff) and has certain transmission facilities that qualify for Facility Credits2 under 

the SPP Tariff. 

                                                 
today.  Therefore, the Proposed Acquisition is limited to seeking approvals in order to complete and simplify 

the ownership and maintenance arrangements at those four locations on its system. 

2  Facility Credits recognize and compensate entities that are not Transmission Owners in a Regional 

Transmission Organization (RTO), but that own eligible facilities that are integrated into the plans and 
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If the Requested Acquisition is approved, the Purchased Assets are to be purchased from 

Central Power.  CPEC is a wholesale electrical generation and transmission cooperative, 

headquartered in Minot, North Dakota, serving six CPEC-member distribution cooperatives, 

which in turn supply electricity to farms, homes and businesses located in a service area of 25 

counties across the central and southeastern third of North Dakota, and as such is engaged in the 

business of, inter alia, transmitting, and selling electric power in the State of North Dakota.  

Central Power is a Transmission Owner in SPP and has certain transmission facilities that are 

subject to the applicable provisions of the SPP Tariff.  Furthermore, CPEC has certain transmission 

facilities that qualify for Facility Credits2 under the MISO Tariff.  As noted in the CPEC Board of 

Director’s Resolution #2019-17 addended to the Purchase Agreement (Attachment 6 hereto), 

CPEC has determined its continued ownership of the substation equipment and line segment that 

make up the Purchased Assets is no longer significantly beneficial to CPEC’s load serving needs, 

and CPEC has agreed to execute the Purchase Agreement to effectuate sale of the Purchased Assets 

to Otter Tail for the net book value of the facilities on the date of sale. 

B. Background and Overview of the Requested Acquisition  

As further detailed in the Purchase Agreement, CPEC allowed Otter Tail the exclusive 

right and option to purchase the Purchased Assets so long as Otter Tail provided notice to CPEC 

on or before December 31, 2018.  Otter Tail provided timely notice to CPEC to exercise its right 

to purchase all of the Purchased Assets at each location (occurring in December, 2018), which was 

followed by Otter Tail’s due diligence review of the Purchased Assets (starting in January, 2019, 

which is expected to extend up until the closing date) and good faith negotiations of a purchase 

agreement (occurring March-July, 2019).  CPEC and Otter Tail agreed to the Requested 

Acquisition and indicated their intent by executing said purchase agreement in July, with final 

closing subject to all necessary regulatory approvals. 

The exclusive option for Otter Tail to acquire the Purchased Assets from CPEC is subject 

to an “all or none” purchase arrangement at each location.  The purchase price for the Purchased 

Assets will be fixed at CPEC’s net book value of the equipment at the time of the closing.  Because 

such purchase is subject to regulatory approvals in advance of closing, including the Commission’s 

                                                 
operations of such RTO in order to serve the power and energy requirements of transmission customers taking 

transmission service under such RTO. 
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approval sought in connection with this Application, the exact amount for consummating the 

Requested Acquisition will not be known until such time.3   Closing is contingent upon final 

regulatory approvals of the Commission, and the North Dakota Public Service Commission.  Otter 

Tail and CPEC presently envision closing within a reasonable amount of time following receipt of 

these regulatory approvals, ideally by the end of 2019. 

III. COMMISSION APPROVAL 

 Minnesota Statute § 216B.50, subd. 1 provides in part:  “No public utility shall …acquire 

… any plant as an operating unit or system in this state for a total consideration in excess of 

$100,000 … without first being authorized to do so by the commission.”  Section 216B.50 further 

authorizes the Commission to investigate an application for approval and consent without public 

hearing.  Section 216B.50 further provides that “[i]f the commission finds that the proposed action 

is consistent with the public interest, it shall give its consent and approval by order in writing.” 

 Minnesota Rules 7825.1700 provides, in part:  “A public utility, prior to entering into a 

transaction, shall petition for and receive from the commission by formal written order approval 

for such transaction.”  In the context of mergers, the Commission in 1997 established that the 

phrase “consistent with the public interest” under Minn. Stat. 216B.50 does not require an 

affirmative finding of public benefit, just a finding the transaction is compatible with the public 

interest.  In the Matter of the Proposed Merger of Minnegasco, Inc., Docket G-008/PA-96-950.   

 In 1986 the Commission established that it has jurisdiction when property subject to a 

proposed transaction would be part of the integrated operating system serving Minnesota 

ratepayers.  In the Matter of the Application of Interstate Power Company for Authority to Increase 

its Rates for Electric Service in Minnesota, Docket E-001/GR-86-384.  The Purchased Assets 

would become part of Otter Tail’s integrated operating unit or system serving customers in its 

three-state service territory, including Minnesota. 

                                                 
3       If the Requested Acquisition were to close on December 31, 2019, the net book value would be approximately 

$2.0 million.  Limited further depreciation would likely further, but only slightly, decrease that value if the 

closing were to occur after December 31, 2019. 
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A. Benefits of the Requested Acquisition 

The Requested Acquisition is compatible with the public interest because it minimizes cost 

impacts and clarifies ownership responsibilities to the benefit of Otter Tail’s customers.   

The Requested Acquisition described in this Application offers a variety of benefits, 

primarily centered around the efficiencies gained by more seamless ownership of facilities that 

comprise the transmission system that support the retail distribution of electric power to Otter 

Tail’s customers in North Dakota, notably in the areas of Bottineau, Wahpeton, Rugby and Rolette, 

where the Purchased Assets are located.   

Currently, Otter Tail and CPEC both own equipment within the Wahpeton, Bottineau and 

Rugby Substations.  The Requested Acquisition will result in Otter Tail being the sole owner of 

all the equipment located within each of these substations.  Likewise, CPEC’s ownership of the 

four-mile Rolette Line Segment is the only segment of CPEC line along the entire 69 kV system 

between Rolette and Rolla, North Dakota – the rest of which is owned by Otter Tail (~30 miles).  

The Requested Acquisition will result in Otter Tail owning the entire 69 kV system between 

Rolette and Rolla (~34 miles). 

Continuous ownership of all the equipment within a substation or along an entire 69 kV 

system offers several efficiencies and benefits in the operation and maintenance of the system to 

promote providing safe, reliable and cost-effective electric service to Otter Tail’s retail customers.    

Thus, for a relatively low acquisition cost, the transaction would increase Otter Tail’s ability to 

efficiently manage more seamless transmission flows and has the potential to increase facility 

credits received from SPP.      

More specifically and more directly resulting from the Requested Acquisition are the 

efficiencies gained in operations and maintenance activities due to Otter Tail already owning and 

operating transmission and distribution facilities in the vicinity of the Purchased Assets.  Since 

Otter Tail is already performing operations and maintenance (O&M) on its own facilities at many 

of the same locations, Otter Tail anticipates a negligible increase in incremental O&M expenses, 

which is anticipated to be offset by the financial benefits of the Requested Acquisition, as described 

below.  Otter Tail has nine Customer Service Centers across its service territory, four of which are 

in North Dakota and two of which are centered in Wahpeton and Rugby.  As a result, Otter Tail 

has personnel nearby to quickly identify, troubleshoot, repair and restore service during 

interruptions. 
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Likewise, clear, sole and unified Otter Tail ownership of the Purchased Assets will avoid 

confusion and coordination challenges around who is responsible for what equipment during 

restoration efforts – a time that is usually chaotic due to multiple interruptions that could have been 

caused by more widespread storm damage.  Continuous ownership should also result in a safer, 

more efficient, and more reliable restoration process due to less coordination challenges. 

Furthermore, shifting from multi-party ownership to sole ownership in the Wahpeton, 

Bottineau and Rugby substations reduces complexity with regard to complying with certain 

reliability standards enforced by the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC).  

The Wahpeton, Bottineau and Rugby Substations currently have solely owned equipment that is 

highly integrated between Otter Tail and CPEC.  As a result of the current ownership 

arrangements, Otter Tail relies on CPEC equipment to ensure reliable operation of the transmission 

system in accordance with the applicable NERC reliability standards, and CPEC likewise relies on 

Otter Tail equipment.  Sole ownership of all the equipment at each of these three substations as a 

result of the Requested Acquisition will clarify NERC compliance obligations, reduce complexity 

and minimize reliance on one another at these locations thereby streamlining compliance 

obligations under the NERC reliability standards.   

The Purchased Assets are an integral part of the transmission system that serve Otter Tail 

customers, especially those at or near their locations in North Dakota, including the towns of 

Bottineau, Wahpeton, Rugby and Rolette.  Otter Tail estimates that the Wahpeton Equipment 

serves over 900 Otter Tail customers, the Bottineau Equipment serves over 1,100 Otter Tail 

customers, the Rolette Line Segment serves over 1,400 Otter Tail customers and the Rugby 

Equipment is integrated with the high voltage transmission network that indirectly supports a 

multitude of Otter Tail customers in the region.  The Requested Acquisition will result in Otter 

Tail obtaining ownership of the Purchased Assets at a much lower cost than if Otter Tail would 

have needed to install new facilities at these locations in order to maintain safe, reliable and cost-

effective service to its customers.   

Likewise, having control of facilities that directly serve Otter Tail customers offers the 

added assurance that the facilities are being operated and maintained in accordance with Otter 

Tail’s standards.  Furthermore, the Requested Acquisition will also provide added certainty on the 

long-term availability of these assets with the ability to more easily leverage these facilities to meet 

future needs on Otter Tail’s system without needing to rely on CPEC or CPEC’s planning process.   
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Otter Tail will also recognize financial benefits as a result of the Requested Acquisition, 

which are expected to be in the form of higher MISO revenues and lower SPP expenses – benefits 

that are passed back to Otter Tail’s customers.  

Otter Tail will experience higher MISO revenues due to a decrease in the amount of facility 

credits that CPEC obtains through MISO.  Due to the integration of the Purchased Assets with 

other transmission facilities under MISO’s Tariff, CPEC is currently receiving facility credits for 

its Wahpeton Equipment, Bottineau Equipment and the Rolette Line Segment.  These facility 

credits reduce CPEC’s Schedule 9 (Network Integration Transmission Service) expenses in MISO.  

The Requested Acquisition will lower the amount of CPEC facility credits since CPEC will no 

longer own the Purchased Assets, which in turn will result in higher Schedule 9 expenses to CPEC 

that flow back to Otter Tail in the form of more Schedule 9 revenues.  These higher MISO Schedule 

9 revenues from CPEC will be included in the SPP Tracker that was established during Otter Tail’s 

2016 general rate case.4,5   

Otter Tail will also have lower SPP expenses as a result of the Requested Acquisition 

because Otter Tail will be able to obtain higher facility credits in SPP, which in turn will reduce 

SPP Schedule 9 expenses.  Similar to CPEC obtaining facility credits in MISO, Otter Tail will be 

able to obtain facility credits from SPP for the Rugby Equipment.6  As explained above, these 

facility credits reduce Otter Tail’s Schedule 9 expenses in SPP.  The Requested Acquisition will 

increase the amount of Otter Tail facility credits since Otter Tail will now own the Rugby 

Equipment, which in turn will result in lower SPP Schedule 9 expenses to Otter Tail.  These lower 

Schedule 9 expenses will be included in the SPP Tracker that was established during Otter Tail’s 

2016 general rate case, as noted above.  The combined impacts of higher Schedule 9 revenues in 

                                                 
4  See, Docket No. E017-GR-15-1033 and Order Point 12 in the Commission’s May 3, 2017 Order in Docket No. 

EO17/GR15-1033 (establishing Otter Tail’s SPP Tracker, which includes a tracking mechanism to SPP Expense 

Schedules 1, 1a, 2, 7, 8, 9, 11 and 12, as well as MISO Revenue Schedules 2 and 9 related to CPEC). 

5  Otter Tail’s SPP Tracker tracks the difference between certain MISO revenues and SPP expenses included in 

base rates compared to the actual incurred MISO revenues and SPP expenses.  As required by the 

Commission’s rate case Order in that proceeding, the balance of the SPP Tracker will be addressed in Otter 

Tail’s next rate case filing. 

6  The Rugby Equipment currently qualifies as an eligible transmission facility under SPP’s Tariff and is currently 

included as part of CPEC’s annual transmission revenue requirement in SPP.  Since the Requested Acquisition 

will not change the configuration of the Rugby Equipment, Otter Tail expects it will be able to obtain SPP 

facility credits for the Rugby Equipment. 
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MISO and lower Schedule 9 expenses in SPP will result in a financial benefit to Otter Tail’s 

customers, which will be reflected in the SPP Tracker and addressed in Otter Tail’s next general 

rate case filing. 

Lastly, the substation equipment and line segment that comprise the Purchased Assets 

addressed in this Application are in good working order and are suitable for providing continued 

reliable service to customers, especially those customers in North Dakota directly served by the 

facilities in and around Bottineau, Wahpeton, Rugby and Rolette.  As part of its due diligence on 

the Purchased Assets, Otter Tail has reviewed past test records and performed on-site inspections 

to conclude that these facilities are in good working order, conform with Otter Tail’s standards 

and are expected to continue to provide reliable service for many years into the future. 

In conclusion, the Requested Acquisition offers several quantitative and qualitative 

benefits to Otter Tail and is in the best interest of continuing to provide safe, reliable and cost-

effective service to Otter Tail’s customers. 

B. Other Minnesota Commission Requirements 

1. Transfer Application Requirements 

 Minnesota Rules 7825.1800 also requires that a petition for approval of a transfer of 

property be accompanied by certain information required in Minnesota Rule 7825.1400, which 

primarily relates to capital structure approval.  Otter Tail believes that it has provided all relevant 

information called for by Minnesota Rules 7825.1400.  At the time of filing of this Petition, Otter 

Tail does not know of any person who has an “affiliated interest” within the meaning of 

Minnesota Statutes § 216B.48, subd. 1, and there is no fee for services in connection with 

underwriting, selling, purchasing or issuing of securities associated with this Petition, as there are 

no securities associated with the proposed transfer of property or the Requested Acquisition.   

Supporting Documents:  As described in more detail above, the following attachments are 

enclosed with this Application: 

 Attachment    Description 

    1-5 Maps of the facilities (the Purchased Assets) addressed by the Proposed 

Acquisition: 

 

 Diagram 1:  ND Map with approximate locations of the 

 Purchased Assets  

  Diagram 2:  Map of Bottineau Equipment facilities 
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  Diagram 3:  Map of Wahpeton Equipment facilities 

  Diagram 4:  Map of Rugby Equipment facilities 

  Diagram 5:  Map of Rolette Line Segment facilities 

         6 Asset Purchase Agreement between Otter Tail and CPEC, including the 

detailed descriptions and electrical one-line diagrams of the Purchased 

Assets 

 

           7 Price, depreciation and net book value information 

 

    8 Form of Notice of Opportunity for Hearing 

 

2. Applicant Waiver Requests 

 Minnesota Rule 7825.1400, items A to J, are filing requirements for capital structure 

approval, but are also however, content requirements for property transfer proposals.7  Otter Tail 

asserts and respectfully requests a waiver of items F, H, I and J8, as there are no security issuances 

associated with Otter Tail acquiring/ transferring the Purchased Assets and that such requirements 

are otherwise not relevant to the Requested Acquisition. 

 Minnesota Rule 7829.3200 governs rule variance decisions, allowing the Commission to 

grant a variance when it determines that the following requirements are met: 

A.  enforcement of the rule would impose an excessive burden upon the applicant or 

 others affected by the rule; 

 B.   granting the variance would not adversely affect the public interest; and 

 C.   granting the variance would not conflict with the standards imposed by law. 

 The Commission previously granted a variance in similar circumstances.  In Docket No. 

E002/PA-13-484 involving a transfer and exchange of transmission assets between two utilities, 

the Commission agreed with the Department of Commerce’s conclusion that Minnesota Rule 

7825.1400 items A through J were not applicable to the petition, reasoning that these items are 

related to capital structure filings and are not relevant in determining whether a property transfer 

is in the public interest.  Similar waivers were also granted in Docket No. E017/PA-18-40 in a 

similar transfer of property application filed by Otter Tail last year. 

                                                 
7  Minnesota Rule 7825.1800 (B). 

8  Otter Tail does provide the statement as to item H, above, as to the lack of any known “affiliated interest” 

within the meaning of Minnesota Statutes § 216B.48, subd. 1. 
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 Otter Tail therefore submits its waiver request is appropriate and meets the standards for 

waiver under Minnesota Rule 7829.3200.  The minimal, if any, relevance of this information to 

the instant Petition and associated burden are such that it would not add value to the Commission’s 

consideration of the Petition, nor would the granting of such waivers in this instance adversely 

affect the public interest or conflict with the standards imposed by law for a property transfer 

Petition of this type. 

IV. MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION: 

 In support of this Petition, Otter Tail respectfully states and represents as follows: 

A. Information on Purchase (Minnesota Rule 7825.1800, Parts A and C)  

 See Attachments 1-5 hereto for the maps relevant to the Purchased Assets.  Attachment 6 

hereto is the Purchase Agreement, which contains the property descriptions applicable to the 

Purchased Assets.  The Purchase Agreement is the parties’ mutual agreement and contain the full 

terms and conditions governing the Purchased Assets and the Requested Acquisition.  Attachment 

8 hereto contains the information on the original cost of the Purchased Assets, the accumulated 

depreciation, and the corresponding net book value estimated at December 31, 2019. 

B. Agreed Upon Purchase Price, Terms for Payment and Other Considerations.   

(Minnesota Rule 7825.1800, Part B) 

 

 See Attachment 6 hereto (Purchase Agreement). This Petition and the Purchase Agreement 

address Otter Tail acquiring the Purchased Assets from CPEC at the net book value of such assets 

at the time of closing. Otter Tail has provided documentation of the current, approximate net book 

value of those assets as of December 31, 2019 as Attachment 7 hereto. 

C. Exact Name of the Petitioner and the Address of its Principal Business Office 

(Minnesota Rule 7825.1400, item C): 

 

 Otter Tail Power Company 

 215 South Cascade Street, PO Box 496 

 Fergus Falls, MN  56538-0496 
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D. Notices.  (Minnesota Rule 7825.1400, item D) 

 Pursuant to Minnesota Rules Part 7829.0700 (persons authorized to receive notices and 

communications with respect to this Petition), Otter Tail requests the following people be placed 

on the Commission’s service list for this matter: 

 Kristian M. Dahl 

 Associate General Counsel 

 Otter Tail Power Company 

 215 South Cascade Street, PO Box 496 

 Fergus Falls, MN  56538-0496 

 Telephone: (218) 739-8922 

 Email:   kdahl@otpco.com 

 

 JoAnn Thompson 

 Vice President, Asset Management 

 Otter Tail Power Company 

 215 South Cascade Street, PO Box 496 

 Fergus Falls, MN  56538-0496 

 Telephone: (218) 739-8594 

 Email:   JThompson@otpco.com 

 

E. Verified Statement (Minnesota Rule 7825.1400, item E) 

 

 A verified statement by a responsible officer of the petitioner attesting to the accuracy and 

completeness of the enclosed information is included at the end of this Petition. 

V. REQUEST FOR ORDER  

 Otter Tail respectfully requests the Commission approve the Requested Acquisition as 

consistent with the public interest for the reasons set forth in this petition.  Otter Tail further 

requests that the Commission give its consent and approval by order in writing, upon investigation 

without public hearing.  
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Dated:  August 20, 2019 

          Respectfully Submitted, 

          OTTER TAIL POWER COMPANY 

          By: /s/ KRISTIAN M. DAHL 

         Kristian M. Dahl 

         Associate General Counsel 

         Otter Tail Power Company 

         215 South Cascade Street 

         P. O. Box 496 

         Fergus Falls, MN  56538-0496 

         (218) 739-8722  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

 

RE: In the Matter of Otter Tail Power Company’s Petition for Approval of a  

Transfer of Property 

Docket No. E017/PA-19- 

 

 I, Kimberly Ward, hereby certify that I have this day served a copy of the following, or a 

summary thereof, on Daniel P. Wolf and Sharon Ferguson by e-filing, and to all other persons on 

the attached service list by electronic service or by First Class Mail. 

  

Otter Tail Power Company 

Initial Filing 

 

Dated this 20th day of August, 2019. 

 

      /s/ Kimberly Ward  

      Kimberly Ward 

      Regulatory Filings Coordinator 

      Otter Tail Power Company 

      215 South Cascade Street  

      Fergus Falls MN 56537 

      (218) 739-8868 
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