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Andrew P. Moratzka
33 S Sixth Street, Suite 4200

Minneapolis, MN  55402
D. 612.373.8822

andrew.moratzka@stoel.com

 
September 17, 2020 
  
VIA E-FILING  

Mr. Will Seuffert 
Executive Secretary  
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 Seventh Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
 
Deputy Commissioner Aditya Ranade 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
Division of Energy Resources 
85 Seventh Place East, Suite 280 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
 
Re: In the Matter of Xcel Energy’s Integrated Distribution Plan and Advanced Grid 

Intelligence and Security Certification Request  
 MPUC Docket No. E002/M-19-666 

In the Matter of an Inquiry into Utility Investments that may Assist in Minnesota’s 
Economic Recovery from the COVID-19 Pandemic 
MPUC Docket No. E,G999/CI-20-492 
In the Matter of the Department Stakeholder Process Informing the Report on the 
Metrics, Performance Evaluation Methods, and Consumer Protection Conditions to 
be applied to Xcel Energy’s Advanced Metering Infrastructure and Field Area 
Network Projects Certified in Docket No. E002/M-19-666 
MPUC Docket No. E999/DI-20-627 
In the Matter of the Petition of Northern States Power Company for Approval of the 
Transmission Cost Recovery Rider Revenue Requirements for 2021 and Revised 
Adjustment Factors 
MPUC Docket No. E002/M-20-680 
In the Matter of an Inquiry into Xcel Energy Investments that may Assist in 
Minnesota’s Economic Recovery from the COVID-19 Pandemic 
MPUC Docket No. E,G002/M-20-716 

 
Dear Mr. Seuffert and Deputy Commissioner Ranade: 

On behalf of the Xcel Large Industrials (“XLI”) and with the support of the Office of the 
Attorney General – Residential Utilities Division (“OAG”), and Citizens Utility Board (“CUB”), 
we respectfully request that the deadlines for initial comments be due on October 16, 2020, for the 
applicable above referenced dockets.  XLI sets forth the rationale for this request below. 
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On July 23, 2020, the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) issued its 
Order Accepting Integrated Distribution Plan, Modifying Reporting Requirements, and Certifying 
Certain Grid Modernization Projects in MPUC Docket No. E002/M-19-666. (“IDP Acceptance 
Order”).  Relevant here, the IDP Acceptance Order requests that the Minnesota Department of 
Commerce – Division of Energy Resources (“Department”), file a report by November 1, 2020, 
that includes “recommendations on specific metrics, detailed methods for evaluating performance, 
and consumer protections or other conditions, including cost caps, that should be applied to the 
certified projects.”  IDP Acceptance Order, Ordering Para. 9, pg. 16.  The IDP Acceptance Order 
also required Northern States Power Company d/b/a Xcel Energy (“Xcel”) to file procedural paths 
forward, with one option being a contested case, sixty days prior to any petition for rider recovery 
for advanced grid intelligence and security (“AGIS”) costs.  IDP Acceptance Order, Ordering 
Para. 134, pg. 17. 

On August 20, 2020, and in pursuit of compliance with the IDP Acceptance Order, the 
Department issued a Notice of Solicitation of Stakeholder Input and Comments in MPUC Docket 
No. E999/DI-20-627 (“IDP Stakeholder Notice”).  Relevant here, the IDP Stakeholder Notice set 
a comment due date of September 18, 2020, presumably to provide the Department with sufficient 
time to prepare the November 1 report requested by the Commission in the IDP Acceptance Order. 

On August 28, 2020, Xcel submitted a petition for Commission approval of AGIS costs, 
namely those related to advanced metering infrastructure (“AMI”) and field area network 
(“FAN”), initiating MPUC Docket No. E002/M-20-680 (“IDP TCR Petition”).  The IDP TCR 
Petition was also filed in MPUC Docket No. E002/M-19-666.  To date, no comment deadline has 
been established by the Commission.  If a miscellaneous comment process is utilized, stakeholder 
comments in response to the IDP TCR Petition will presumably be due September 28, 2020.  Minn. 
R. 7829.1400. 

On August 12, 2020, the Commission issued a Notice of Comment Period in MPUC 
Docket No. E,G002/M-20-492, requesting utility filings proposing investments to assist 
Minnesota’s economic recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic by September 15, 2020.  On 
September 15, 2020, Xcel submitted a petition seeking approval of its $3 billion investment plan 
that may assist in Minnesota’s economic recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic (“COVID-19 
Petition”). This filing also initiated MPUC Docket No. E,G002/M-20-716. Xcel proposes 
approximately $462 million of distribution system investments during the 2021-2025 timeframe 
in the COVID-19 Petition.  The Commission has established deadlines of October 16, 2020, for 
initial comments and October 30, 2020, for reply comments in Docket 20-492. 

Stakeholders need time to digest and understand the potential cost impacts associated with 
the IDP TCR Petition and COVID-19 Petition, and whether the proposed distribution system 
investments are related and/or overlap between those two filings.  Stakeholders also need time to 
process whether, and the extent to which, the performance metrics subject to comment in the IDP 
Stakeholder Notice, will be influenced by the IDP TCR Petition and COVID-19 Petition, both of 
which were filed after the IDP Stakeholder Notice. 
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In order to provide stakeholders with this time, while also aligning deadlines and 
recognizing the interest of time and the limited resources of parties and Commission staff, XLI 
respectfully requests the Commission set forth the following deadlines: 

• Modify the November 1, 2020, requested date for the Department’s report in 
compliance with the IDP Acceptance Order to December 1, 2020, which 
modification would allow the Department to extend its due date in the IDP 
Stakeholder Notice by approximately 30 days to October 16, 2020;1 

• Set the initial comment deadline in response to the IDP TCR Petition on October 
16, 2020; and 

• Set the initial comment deadline in response to the COVID-19 Petition on 
October 16, 2020. 

Accordingly, XLI respectfully requests the Department extend the due date for comments in its 
IDP Stakeholder Notice to October 16, 2020. 

XLI has coordinated with OAG and CUB on this request and understands these two stakeholders 
support the relief and deadlines proposed by XLI.  We have also consulted with the Department 
and understand the Department has no objection to this request. 

By copy of this letter, all parties have been served.  A Certificate of Service is also attached. 
 
Very truly yours, 

Stoel Rives LLP 

/s/ Andrew P. Moratzka 

Andrew P. Moratzka 
 
APM:cmc 
Attachment  
cc: Service Lists 

 
1 If the Commission believes a hearing is necessary to modify a deadline in the IDP 

Acceptance Order, XLI, by serving parties on the service lists for these dockets, respectfully 
requests the Department to modify the due date for comments in response to the IDP Stakeholder 
Notice to October 16, 2020, and submit the report requested by the Commission as soon as 
practicable thereafter. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I, Candyce M. Close, hereby certify that I have this day served a true and correct copy of the 
following document(s) to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the attached list by 
electronic filing, electronic mail, courier, interoffice mail or by depositing the same enveloped 
with postage paid in the United States Mail at Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
 

XCEL LARGE INDUSTRIAL’S EXTENSION REQUEST 
 

In the Matter of Xcel Energy’s Integrated Distribution Plan 
and Advanced Grid Intelligence and Security Certification 
Request 
Docket No. E-002/M-19-666 
 
In the Matter of an Inquiry into Utility Investments that may 
Assist in Minnesota’s Economic Recovery from the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 
MPUC Docket No. E,G999/CI-20-492 
 
In the Matter of the Department Stakeholder Process 
Informing the Report on the Metrics, Performance 
Evaluation Methods, and Consumer Protection Conditions 
to be applied to Xcel Energy’s Advanced Metering 
Infrastructure and Field Area Network Projects Certified in 
Docket No. E002/M-19-666 
MPUC Docket No. E999/DI-20-627 
 
In the Matter of the Petition of Northern States Power 
Company for Approval of the Transmission Cost Recovery 
Rider Revenue Requirements for 2021 and Revised 
Adjustment Factors 
MPUC Docket No. E002/M-20-680 
 
In the Matter of an Inquiry into Xcel Energy Investments that 
may Assist in Minnesota’s Economic Recovery from the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 
MPUC Docket No. E,G002/M-20-716 
 
 
Dated this 17th day of September, 2020. 
 
/s/ Candyce M. Close    
Candyce M. Close 
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