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The Laborers District Council of Minnesota and North Dakota “LIUNA Minnesota & North Dakota” 
appreciates the opportunity to offer comments in support of CenterPoint Energy’s proposed Renewable 
Natural Gas (“RNG”) Interconnection Tariff.  
 
LIUNA Minnesota & North Dakota represents 12,000 unionized construction laborers statewide, 
including hundreds of members who earn a living building and maintaining natural gas pipelines and 
distribution lines. Our members are proud of the role they play in ensuring that millions of Minnesotan 
can count on safe, reliable, and affordable gas service to heat their homes, cook their food, and fuel 
their businesses.  
 
Climate change is forcing many industries to develop innovative strategies for reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions, and gas utilities are no exception. In Minnesota, CenterPoint is leading the way, and the 
company’s proposed RNG tariff is an important building block in an effort that could help meet climate 
goals while also preserving jobs and ratepayer-funded investments in natural gas infrastructure. 
 
CenterPoint’s proposal would allow Minnesota-based RNG producers to access existing gas 
infrastructure to move low-carbon and net-zero natural gas to customers nationwide. This would be 
accomplished at no added cost to ratepayers, since the proposed tariff would allocate those costs to 
producers, and if successful the initiative could ultimately help lower costs for ratepayers through new 
revenue from producers.  
 
The tariff would create a figurative and literal pipeline for farmers, municipal waste operations and clean 
energy companies to move captured methane or clean-burning hydrogen to potential customers. Such 
a pipeline would create opportunities for  jobs and economic development, especially in parts of 
Greater Minnesota where they are needed most. The American Biogas Council estimates that fully 
developing the state’s renewable natural gas potential could create more than 18,000 construction jobs, 
and establishing an RNG interconnection tariff is a first essential step.  
 
For LIUNA members, however, it’s not just a question of new jobs but also of preserving existing jobs. 
In 2019, construction and maintenance of natural gas distribution lines provided family-supporting 
wages, health and retirement benefits to more than 800 LIUNA members who logged over 900,000 
hours of work, of which CenterPoint projects accounted for roughly half. Hundreds more worked on 
natural gas pipeline projects that serve the distribution system. 



 
Companies like CenterPoint, Xcel, and MERC have been among our most reliable partners and 
sources of high-quality jobs. We don’t know what the future holds for natural gas utilities, but our 
members who work in the industry want and deserve the opportunity to show that they can contribute to 
the fight against climate change and build a system capable of helping to meet climate goals.  
 
They won’t get that chance, however, unless the Commission approves mechanisms for gas utilities to 
transport and sell low and zero-carbon natural gas. CenterPoint’s proposal is the first step and we urge 
the Commission to take it. 
 
 
Respectfully,  
 

 
 
 

  
 
Kevin Pranis, Marketing Manager 
 
Dated: June 25, 2020 
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