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NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD 
Issued: March 10, 2020  

 
In the Matter of Compliance with Renewable Energy Standards for Year 2019 
 
PUC Docket Number(s):  E-999/PR-20-12                                                                             
                                         E-999/M-20-283 

 
Comment Period:   Initial comment period closes March 30, 2020 at 4:30pm 

   Reply comment period closes April 22, 2020 at 4:30pm 
 
Comments received after the close of the comment period may or may not 
be considered by the Commission. 

 
Issue: Whether the Commission should clarify that AEP Energy Partners, Inc. is or is not subject to 

the Renewable Energy Standard (RES) 
 
Topic(s) Open for Comment:   

• Is the wholesale power provider AEP Energy Partners, Inc. (AEPEP) subject to the 
renewable energy standard (RES)?  “Electric utilities” are subject to the RES.  The statute 
defines an electric utility as “a public utility providing electric service, a generation and 
transmission cooperative electric association, a municipal power agency, or a power 
district.”1 Commenters should indicate whether AEPEP meets any of these definitions. 

• Are there other issues or concerns related to this matter? 
 
Background: All utilities subject to Minn. Stat. §216B.1691 must retire Renewable Energy Credits 
(RECs) and file annual verification reports for the RES. In the 2018 REC reporting, Minnesota 
Power informed the Commission of the recent wholesale provider change to Brainerd Public 
Utilities. After July 1, 2019, AEPEP will be providing wholesale power to Brainerd Public Utilities. 
Representatives from Brainerd Public Utilities are included in this comment period to discuss 
applicability of the standard. The Commission’s past practice has been to clarify which wholesale 
providers are or are not subject to the RES.   
 
Filing Requirements:  Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies are 
required to file documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling).  All parties, 
participants and interested persons are encouraged to use eFiling:  mn.gov/puc, select eFiling, and 
follow the prompts. 

                                                           
1 Minn. Stat. §216B.1691 subd. 1(b).   

 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Will Seuffert, Executive Secretary 
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Submit Public Comments: 

Online:            Visit mn.gov/puc, select Comment and follow the prompts 

Email:              consumer.puc@state.mn.us 

U.S. Mail:        Consumer Affairs Office 
                          Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
                          121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
                          St. Paul MN  55101  
 
Full Case Record:  See all documents filed in this docket via the Commission’s website at 
mn.gov/puc, select Search eDockets, enter the year (20) and the docket number (12), select 
Search. 
 
Subscribe to receive email notification when new documents are filed in this docket at 
mn.gov/puc, select Subscribe, or click HERE and follow the prompts. 
 
Questions about this docket or Commission process and procedure?  Contact Commission staff, 
Kelly Martone, at kelly.martone@state.mn.us or 651-201-2245 or Susan Mackenzie at 
susan.mackenzie @ state.mn.us or (651) 201-2241. 
 
Change your mailing preferences:  Email docketing.puc@state.mn.us or call Leesa Norton at 651-
201-2246. 
 

To request this document in another format such as large print or audio, call 651-296-0406 (voice).  
Consumers with a hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred Telecommunications Relay 
Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance.  
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