
 

Andrew P. Moratzka 
33 S Sixth Street, Suite 4200 

Minneapolis, MN  55402 
D. 612.373.8822 

andrew.moratzka@stoel.com 
 

August 31, 2020 

VIA E-FILING  

Mr. Will Seuffert 
Executive Secretary  
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
Saint Paul, MN 55101 
 
Re: In the Matter of Minnesota Power’s Revised Petition for a Competitive Rate for 

Energy-Intensive Trade-Exposed (EITE) Customers and an EITE Cost Recovery 
Rider  
MPUC Docket No. E-015/M-16-564 

 
In the Matter of the Application of Minnesota Power for Authority to Increase 
Rates for Electric Utility Service in Minnesota 
MPUC Docket No. E-015/GR-19-442 

 
In the Matter of the Emergency Petition of Minnesota Power for Approval to Move 
Asset-Based Wholesale Sales Credits to the Fuel Adjustment Clause and Resolve 
Rate Case 
MPUC Docket No. E-015/M-20-429 

 
Dear Mr. Seuffert: 
 
Specific members of the Large Power Intervenors (“LPI”)1 submit the attached letters of support 
for Minnesota Power’s petition to extend the Energy-Intensive, Trade-Exposed (“EITE”) discount 
until final rates are implemented in Minnesota Power’s next rate case filing. 
 
Previously, the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) ordered that the 
expiration of the EITE discount be restored to the historic expiration date of February 1, 2021.2  
The Commission further ordered Minnesota Power to make an extension proposal by August 31, 
2020.3  

 
1  The attached letters of support represent the interests of the following LPI members: ArcelorMittal USA 
(Minorca Mine); Blandin Paper Company; Boise Paper, a Packaging Corporation of America company, formerly 
known as Boise, Inc.; Hibbing Taconite Company; Sappi Cloquet, LLC; United States Steel Corporation (Keetac and 
Minntac Mines); and United Taconite, LLC. 
2  Order Approving Petition and Resolving Rate Case with Conditions at 11 (Aug. 7, 2020) (eDocket No. 
20208-165673-02) (this order was also cross-filed in MPUC Docket Nos. E-015/GR-19-442 and E-015/M-20-429). 
3  Id. 
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As LPI noted in its prior filings, Minnesota Power’s Large Power customers are facing tremendous 
economic strain, which has only been compounded by the COVID-19 pandemic.4  As such, LPI 
urges the Commission to consider the interests of these Large Power customers and their economic 
impacts on northern Minnesota, and submits the attached letters of support to highlight those very 
real concerns.  The Large Power customers are grateful for the opportunity to submit these letters 
of support, and LPI looks forward to working with Minnesota Power, the Commission, and other 
stakeholders to continue protecting the concerns of northern Minnesota. 
 
By copy of this letter, all parties have been served.  A Certificate of Service is also attached. 
 
Very truly yours, 

Stoel Rives LLP 

/s/ Andrew P. Moratzka 

Andrew P. Moratzka 
 
APM:cal 
Enclosures 
 
cc: Service Lists 
 
107829957.3 0064591-00013  
 

 
4  Comment by LPI (May 11, 2020) (eDocket No. 20205-163098-06); Reply Comment by LPI (May 18, 2020) 
(eDocket No. 20205-163299-04) (these comments were also cross-filed in MPUC Docket Nos. E-015/GR-19-442 and 
E-015/M-20-429). 









 

400 Second Street, International Falls, MN  56649    (218) 285-5340    www.packagingcorp.com 

August 17, 2020 
 
Mr. Will Seuffert 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101-2147 
 
RE: PUC Docket Number(s): E-015/M-16-564, E-015/GR-19-442 
 
Dear Mr. Seuffert: 
 
I am writing to express support for Minnesota Power’s request to extend the EITE discount until 
implementation of final rates in Minnesota Power’s next general rate case and of MP’s efforts to pursue 
additional competitiveness components. 
 

 Packaging Corporation of America’s Minnesota paper mill produces ~450,000 tons/year of BOISE® 
brand office papers in International Falls providing 612 direct jobs in the region along with 350 
contract jobs. 
 

 As businesses and schools close around the country due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we have seen the 
market for our paper drop significantly.  In fact, our sister mill in Jackson, Alabama, has been 
temporarily idled since May.  We are very fortunate to be operating and providing family-sustaining 
jobs and donations to valued organizations in the community during these uncertain times.  
 

 The current economic conditions along with a ~4% rate increase would make it very difficult for our 
mill and other EITE customers if the discount is eliminated in February 2021.   
 

 Extending the discount until Minnesota Power’s next rate case would be the most appropriate time 
and venue for the Commission to further review rates and rate design. 
 

We encourage the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission to support Minnesota Power’s EITE extension 
request and we look forward to working with Minnesota Power on rate design alternatives and the other 
components of the competitiveness filing.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Mike Wagner 
Mill Manager 











107830011.2 0064591-00013

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Carmel Laney, hereby certify that I have this day served a true and correct copy of the following 
document(s) to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the attached list(s) by electronic 
filing, electronic mail, courier, interoffice mail or by depositing the same enveloped with postage 
paid in the United States Mail at Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Cover Letter and Member Support Letters on Behalf of the Large Power Intervenors 

In the Matter of Minnesota Power’s Revised 
Petition for a Competitive Rate for Energy-
Intensive Trade-Exposed (EITE) Customers 
and an EITE Cost Recovery Rider  
MPUC Docket No. E-015/M-16-564 

In the Matter of the Application of 
Minnesota Power for Authority to Increase 
Rates for Electric Utility Service in 
Minnesota 
MPUC Docket No. E-015/GR-19-442 

In the Matter of the Emergency Petition of 
Minnesota Power for Approval to Move 
Asset-Based Wholesale Sales Credits to the 
Fuel Adjustment Clause and Resolve Rate 
Case 
MPUC Docket No. E-015/M-20-429 

Dated this 31st day of August, 2020. 

/s/ Carmel Laney 
Carmel Laney 
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