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October 9, 2020

Will Seuffert VIA ELECTRONIC FILING
Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission

121 Seventh Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, MN 55101

Re: In the Matter of the Petition of Minnesota Energy Resources Corporation
for a Variance and Notice of Refund Plan for Viking Gas Transmission
Pipeline Refund

Docket No. G011/M-20-702
Dear Mr. Seuffert:

On September 1, 2020, Minnesota Energy Resources Corporation (“MERC” or the “Company”)
filed a Petition with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) requesting
approval of a variance from Minnesota Rule 7825.2700, subp. 8 and a notice of its refund plan
to allow MERC to return a pipeline refund received from Viking Gas Transmission (“VGT”) to
customers in the MERC-Consolidated purchased gas adjustment (“PGA”) area through the
monthly PGA in the month of November 2020, or as soon as the Commission approves the
variance request.

On October 1, 2020, the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Division of Energy Resources
(the “Department”) filed Comments addressing the Company’s Petition. In its Comments, the
Department recommends the following:
¢ Require MERC to accrue interest on the un-refunded amounts including the
continued application of the appropriate prime rate interest rate until the balance of
the VGT refund is fully refunded;
e Require MERC to report on the status of the refund in its 2021 True-up filing filed in
September 2021;
e Approve a variance to Minnesota Rules part 7825.2700, subpart 8, to allow the
Company to return the proposed refunds to customers via the Company CON-PGA
in the earliest month possible rather than as customer bill credits.

MERC thanks the Department for their review and submits these Reply Comments in
response to the Department’s recommendations. At this time, MERC is in agreement with
the Department in their recommendations, and all issues between the Company and the
Department are resolved.

Based upon the Department’s recommendations, MERC requests that the Commission approve
the Company’s petition to allow implementation of the refund, as proposed, as soon as possible.
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Please contact me at (414) 221-4208 if you have any questions. Thank you for your attention to
this matter.

Sincerely,
__.:".\H(-m L- LI o fﬂm_i.u.kc
009 L 0
Joylyn Hoffman Malueg
Project Specialist 3
Minnesota Energy Resources Corporation

Enclosures
cc: Service List



In the Matter of the Request of Minnesota Docket No. G011/M-20-702
Energy Resources Corporation for a Variance

and Notice of Refund Plan for Viking Gas

Transmission Pipeline Refund

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Colleen T. Sipiorski, hereby certify that on the 9th day of October, 2020, on behalf of
Minnesota Energy Resources Corporation (“MERC”), | electronically filed a true and correct
copy of the enclosed Reply Comments on www.edockets.state.mn.us. Said documents were
also served via U.S. mail and electronic service as designated on the attached service list.

Dated this 9th day of October, 2020.

/sl Colleen T. Sipiorski
Colleen T. Sipiorski
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