m COMMERCE
DEPARTMENT

October 28, 2020

Will Seuffert

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7" Place East, Suite 350

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101-2147

RE: Response of the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Division of Energy Resources
Docket No. G011/M-20-702

Dear Mr. Seuffert:

On October 26, 2020 Minnesota Energy Resources Corporation (MERC or the Company) submitted a letter
requesting a specific additional sub-variance in the following matter:

In the Matter of a Notice of Refund Plan for Viking Gas Transmission Pipeline and Request for a Rule
Variance submitted by Minnesota Energy Resources Corporation (MERC or the Company).

Specifically, the Company supplemented its prior petition by requesting a variance from the requirement in
Minn. R. 7825.27 subp. 8 that it use 12 months of actual customer information to calculate the refund per unit
for its Vikings Gas Transmission (VGT) refund. MERC reiterated similar points to those it made in its September
1, 2020 filing as support for its request for the variance.

The Department recommended approval of the Company’s request for a variance to certain requirements in
Minn. R. 7825.27 subp. 8 in our comments dated October 1, 2020. In addition, for the reasons identified in
MERC'’s October 26, 2020 letter, the Department agrees with MERC that a variance to the requirement to use 12
months of individual customer usage is appropriate in this instance after reviewing MERC’s request.

Thus, the Department recommends that that the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) approve
MERC’s additional request for a variance contained in its letter date October 26, 2020.

The Department is available to answer any questions that the Commission may have in this matter.
Sincerely,

/s/ JOHN KUNDERT

Financial Analyst
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
|, Sharon Ferguson, hereby certify that | have this day, served copies of the
following document on the attached list of persons by electronic filing, certified
mail, e-mail, or by depositing a true and correct copy thereof properly enveloped

with postage paid in the United States Mail at St. Paul, Minnesota.

Minnesota Department of Commerce
Letter

Docket No. G011/M-20-702
Dated this 28" day of October 2020

/s/Sharon Ferguson
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