m COMMERCE
DEPARTMENT
January 11, 2021

Mr. Will Seuffert

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 Seventh Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

RE: Comments of the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Division of Energy Resources
Docket No. E002/C-20-892

Dear Mr. Seuffert,

On December 18, 2020, Sunrise Energy Ventures LLC (Sunrise) filed a Formal Complaint and Request
for Expedited Relief against Xcel Energy (Xcel or the Company) regarding interconnection of three
community solar garden projects (CSGs). On January 4, 2021, the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission issued a Notice of Comment Period seeking comment on whether the Commission should
open an investigation into Sunrise’s complaint, and if so, what procedures the Commission should use
to investigate the complaint. The Department offers the following comments.

The Commission has jurisdiction to investigate and resolve Sunrise’s complaint regarding
interconnection practices under §216B.17. In addition, Section 10 of Xcel’s tariff contains the
Minnesota Distributed Interconnection Process (MN DIP) and specifically provides a dispute resolution
process which permits:

5.3.8 At any time, either Party may file a complaint before the Commission pursuant to Minn.
Stat. §216B.164, if applicable and Commission rules outlined in Minn. Rules Ch. 829.1

The Department concludes that the Commission has jurisdiction to investigate and resolve the Sunrise
complaint. With respect to the process that the Commission should follow, the Department
recommends using the formal complaint process set forth in Minn. Rules Ch 7829.1800 which sets
forth for considering a formal complaint. The process set forth under Minn. Rules 7829.1800 provides
Xcel with 20 days from the Commission’s Order establishing jurisdiction to file a response to the
complaint and an additional 20 days for other parties to respond. The Department recommends the
Commission vary the timelines for responses to allow 30 days each for Xcel and other parties to
respond. A variance to the time periods for providing comments is permitted under Minn. Rule Ch.
7829.1275 which states:

1 Xcel Tariff, Section 10, Sheet 197, 5.3.8.
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Except for time periods set by statute, the commission may vary the time
periods established by this chapter on its own motion or at the request of
a person for good cause shown. The commission may delegate the
authority to vary time periods to the executive secretary.

The Department recommends the Commission find that it has jurisdiction over the complaint and
further recommends it establish a process for filing comments and reply comments. The

Department is available to answer any questions the Commission may have.

Sincerely,

/s/ SUSAN L. PEIRCE
Public Utility Rates Coordinator

SLP/ja
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