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c/o Apex Clean Energy, Inc. 

8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 110   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 

T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 

apexcleanenergy.com 

 

 
September 3, 2020 

 

[Address Block] 

 

RE: Requesting Comments on a 161-kilovolt Transmission Line in Cottonwood, Watonwan, and 

Martin Counties, Minnesota 

 

Dear [Name], 

 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”) and Red Rock Solar, LLC (“Red Rock”), are indirect wholly-

owned subsidiaries of Apex Clean Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), and are proposing to construct 

up to 335 megawatts (“MW”) of new renewable energy generation in Cottonwood and Watonwan 

Counties, Minnesota.  As proposed, the renewable generation could consist of up to 314 MWs of 

wind (the “Wind Farm”), or a combination of wind and up to 60 MWs of solar (the “Solar 

Project”).  In addition, Big Bend is proposing to construct a 161 kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line 

and associated facilities (“Transmission Line”) to support the Wind Farm and Solar Project.  

 

The Transmission Line is needed to interconnect the Wind Farm and Solar Project to the 

transmission grid.  The Transmission Line will consist of approximately 18 miles of 161 kV 

transmission line located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota.  As 

proposed, the Transmission Line will extend south from the Wind Farm’s project substation to an 

existing 345 kV transmission line near the Xcel Energy Crandall 345 kV Switching Station in 

Martin County.  A step-up substation will be constructed to connect the proposed Transmission 

Line to the existing 345 kV transmission system.   

 

The proposed route for the Transmission Line will start from the Wind Farm’s project substation, 

located approximately 1.25 miles northwest of the Town of Mountain Lake, and terminate 

approximately ten miles southeast of Mountain Lake.  Big Bend proposes to use 70 to 120-foot 

tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of approximately 400 to 650 feet.  Big Bend is 

planning to obtain a 100-foot wide permanent right-of-way on parcel lines and 150-foot wide 

permanent right-of-way when adjacent to road right-of-way, supporting the path of the 161kV 

transmission line.  Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners in order to secure 

the right-of-way required for the Transmission Line.  

 

The enclosed Transmission Line Project Area map depicts the area within which the route may be 

proposed. Big Bend must obtain two approvals from the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 

(“Commission”) to construct the proposed Transmission Line: a Certificate of Need and a Route 

Permit. In the Certificate of Need proceeding, the Commission determines whether a proposed 

transmission line project is needed and the appropriate size, configuration, and timing. If the 



 
 

c/o Apex Clean Energy, Inc. 

8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 110   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 

T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 

apexcleanenergy.com 

 

Commission determines that the Transmission Line is needed, the Commission will then determine 

the route for the Transmission Line.  

 

To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map of that depicts the area within which routes may 

be proposed. We welcome any comments your agency may have at this time and throughout the 

permit application process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this letter will 

be incorporated into the PUC’s review process. 

 

If you require further information or have questions regarding this matter, please contact me at 

(484) 364-9298 or Dylan.ikkala@apexcleanenergy.com.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Dylan Ikkala 

Development Manager 

Apex Clean Energy 

 

 

Enc. Transmission Line Project Area Map 

  

 

mailto:Dylan.ikkala@apexcleanenergy.com
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Dylan Ikkala

From: Marquardt, Shauna R <Shauna_Marquardt@fws.gov>
Sent: Thursday, October 1, 2020 1:46 PM
To: Dylan Ikkala
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: Transmission Line in Cottonwood, Watonwan, and Martin Counties
Attachments: Fig01_BB_Project_Location.pdf; Big Bend Wind Farm Project Notification Letters_

05082020.docx; Red_Rock_Project_Area_20200518.pdf; Red Rock Solar Project 
Notification Letters_05192020.docx

Hi Dylan, 
 
Because of current workload management, we are not able to provide the level of initial technical assessment 
that you are requesting for the three parts of this project. We now rely on available web-based tools to 
provide initial technical assistance. You can access the information you're looking for regarding federally listed 
species that could occur in your project area through our Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) 
system (https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/). Through IPaC, you will be able to enter geographic and activity details for 
your project to generate an Official Species List that provides a list of federally listed species and designated 
critical habitat that may be impacted by your project. The species list will also include any species proposed for 
listing and any areas proposed as critical habitat that overlap with the project area. You then can refer to 
our Section 7 website  for guidance and technical assistance, including step-by-step instructions for making 
effects determinations for each species that might be present. If there is no habitat for the species that IPaC 
indicates, then the appropriate determination is No Effect. You do not need to consult further with us for No 
Effect determinations, simply document the logic and conclusion for your files.   
 
Should you determine that listed species or other federal trust resources could occur in your project area and 
would like to coordinate on a path forward under for ESA consultation and permitting under section 7 or 
section 10, you can contact me for additional assistance.  
 
______________________________________________ 
Shauna Marquardt (she/her/hers) 
Assistant Field Supervisor 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Minnesota-Wisconsin Ecological Services Field Office 
573-239-3293 
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Dylan Ikkala

From: Boettcher, Joanne (DNR) <Joanne.Boettcher@state.mn.us>
Sent: Monday, October 5, 2020 10:47 AM
To: Dylan Ikkala
Cc: Kresko, Tom (DNR); Girolamo, Daniel (DNR); Wigen, Katie (DNR); Beste, Brent (DNR); 

Gelvin-Innvaer, Lisa A (DNR); Benage, Megan (DNR); Doorenbos, Ryan D (DNR); 
Mackenthun, Scott (DNR); Nyborg, Brian (DNR); Netland, Cory (DNR); Gieseke, Tim 
(DNR); Warzecha, Cynthia (DNR)

Subject: Big Bend HVTL - early coordination comments
Attachments: Erosion_InvasiveSpecies_StandardGuidance_20200707.pdf

Hi Dylan, Please find DNR early coordination comments below for the proposed Big Bend HVTL (review 
request letter dated 9/3/20 and shapefiles submitted 9/10/20): 
 

 Natural resource GIS data layers referenced in these comments are available on the Minnesota 
Geospatial Commons. 

 NHIS review identifies instances of rare species, communities, and features and required and/or 
recommended avoidance strategies. NHIS review must be completed and issues resolved prior to the 
PUC application being submitted. NHIS reviews are currently taking about two months to complete and 
are valid for one year. Depending on the results of that review, additional early coordination review 
could be warranted. 

 Any public water crossings will require a Utility Crossing License.  
 For water body or other crossings of substantial habitat and/or with known or suspected large avian 

flight paths, we recommend the use of yellow-colored swan flight diverters, installed per 
manufacture’s recommendations. Once a final route is selected and you have planned for the flight 
diverters, please submit those plans for DNR review. 

 A number of stream crossings will potentially be made, depending on the selected route. We 
encourage the project proposer to minimize the number of stream crossings, particularly over stream 
areas with more areas of habitat.  

 Native mussels have been identified in several of the streams in the project area. The project needs to 
avoid in-stream impacts and implement effective erosion control adjacent streams with mussels. 

 We recommend avoiding native prairies remnants as these areas are rare on the landscape and 
typically have several rare species associated with them. The primary line currently runs across the S 
Watonwan River, through a native prairie remnant. We recommend the project utilizing the alternate 
path that avoids this area. 

 Any work within the ordinary high water level, dewatering, water appropriations or other work that 
impacts public waters or ground water (and meets thresholds) will require Public Waters Work Permit.  

 The proposed route crosses at least one area identified as a sensitive groundwater area. Impacts to 
groundwater should be avoided. 

 We don’t recommend placing any infrastructure in the flood zone. If you decide to pursue this specific 
location, ensure you are meeting any local floodplain requirements. 

 The proposed route crosses areas identified as National Wetlands Inventory wetlands. We recommend 
avoiding these areas to avoid installation and operational problems as well as to minimize 
environmental impacts. Ensure any wetland and WCA requirements are fulfilled by contacting the 
Wetland Conservation Act authority, typically the county. 



2

 The proposed route currently crosses JD1. A large area around JD1 is a historical wetland/drained 
lakebed and is identified as a large restorable wetland. The soils in this area are identified as “very 
poorly drained”. You may want to consider the impact of the soils, water table, and potential to restore 
water storage in this location on the project. 

 Also near the proposed JD1 crossing, the route is within about a mile of Regehr and Sulem Lake WMAs. 
 We recommend wildlife-friendly erosion control and invasive species prevention best practices 

throughout the project (see attachment). 
 If the route changes, when the proposed routes are further narrowed down, and/or when the final 

route is selected, please send in an updated shapefile and brief narrative describing the route 
change. 

 
I will continue to be your point of contact for DNR environmental review until the PUC permit application is 
submitted. At that time, Cynthia Warzecha will become your point of contact. Please let me know if you have 
any questions about these comments. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Joanne Boettcher 
Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist 
MNDNR – Mankato 
(507) 389-8813 
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Dylan Ikkala

From: Nick Klisch <Nick.Klisch@co.cottonwood.mn.us>
Sent: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 11:30 AM
To: Dylan Ikkala
Cc: Alex Schultz
Subject: Big Bend Transmission Line
Attachments: 161 KW Transmission Line.pdf

Dylan, I received the attached request for comments in regards to the proposed transmission line.  Below are my 
comments on behalf of the Cottonwood County Highway Department. 
 

1. Cottonwood County Highway Department is supportive of this project and the clean energy and positive 
economic impacts that result from it. 

2. Cottonwood County Highway Department is supportive of the fact that the transmission lines will be placed on 
private easements rather than road right of way. 

3. Cottonwood County Highway Department would ask that Big Bend Wind work with the proper Road Authority 
(Township, County, or State Highway Departments) when placing Transmission Lines adjacent to Road Right-of-
Way in order to determine acceptable setbacks from the Road Right-of-way as to prevent the need to relocate 
the Transmission Line in the event of a future road improvement project and also to ensure the safety of the 
traveling public.   The need to determine an acceptable setback is that the proposed structures are 70 to 120 
feet in height with an unknown width dimension (much larger than current in-place transmission line 
structures).  Acceptable setbacks could be determined when the structure size, type, and exact placement of 
each structure are known.  My main concern within Cottonwood County is the 1.5 miles of transmission line 
proposed adjacent to County State Aid Highway 1 just north of Mountain Lake and a small section of the 
proposed transmission line adjacent to County State Aid Highway 27 on the east side of Mountain Lake, but I am 
confident that Cottonwood County Highway Department can work with Big Bend to accommodate the proposed 
route.   

 
Feel free to contact me with any questions. 
 
Thank you! 
 
Nick Klisch, P.E. 
Cottonwood County Public Works Director 
1355 9th Ave 
Windom, MN 56101 
Direct: 507-832-8811 
Nick.klisch@co.cottonwood.mn.us 
 




