
     

 

September 10, 2020 

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 
 
Mr. Will Seuffert 
Executive Secretary  
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 Seventh Place East, Suite 350 
Saint Paul, MN  55101-2147 

 

 
Re: Supplemental Notice Under the Notice Plan 

 
In the Matter of the Application of Big Bend Wind, LLC for a Certificate of Need 
for the up to 314-MW Big Bend Wind Project and 161 kV High Voltage 
Transmission Line in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties 
MPUC Docket No. IP-7013/CN-19-408 

Dear Mr. Seuffert: 

Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”) provides the enclosed information regarding the supplemental 
notice it recently provided under its Notice Plan. 

Big Bend filed its Certificate of Need Notice Plan Approval Request in connection with the above-
captioned docket on October 10, 2019. The Commission issued its order approving the Notice Plan 
on December 4, 2019. Big Bend filed a compliance filing on January 27, 2020 demonstrating 
compliance with the Notice Plan.  

Since then, Big Bend has modified the area within its wind farm boundary where it anticipates 
proposing to route its proposed 161 kV transmission line needed to interconnect the wind farm.  
Accordingly, Big Bend provided supplemental direct mail notice on September 9, 2020 to 
landowners who own property within or adjacent to, and residents with mailing addresses within, 
the revised proposed transmission corridor who did not previously receive a notice letter.  

Attached as EXHIBIT A are samples of the letters sent to landowners, including a Certificate of 
Service by Mail with the service lists showing the recipients of the direct mail notice.  
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Please feel free to contact me with any questions regarding this filing.  

 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Christina K. Brusven 
 
Christina K. Brusven 
Direct Dial:  612.492.7412 
Email:  cbrusven@fredlaw.com 
 
Enclosure 
 
 



 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

Alicia Jones, of the City of Minneapolis, the County of Hennepin, State of Minnesota, 
being duly sworn on oath, deposes and states that on the 10th day of September, 2020, she e-filed 
with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, along with this Certificate of Service, the 
following: 

• Cover Letter 

• Sample of Letters sent to Landowners 

• Certificate of Service 

• Service List 

A copy has also been served in accordance with the attached service list. 

 

MPUC Docket No. IP-7013/CN-19-408 

 
Dated this 10th day of September, 2020 
 
 
/s/ Alicia Jones   
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September 9, 2020 

«Name_1» 
«Name_2» 
«Address_1» 
«Address_2» 
«City», «State» «Zip» 
 
RE: Supplemental Notice of Certificate of Need Application for the up to 314-

MW Big Bend Wind Project and 161 kV High Voltage Transmission Line in 
Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties 
MPUC Docket No. IP-7013/CN-19-408 
 

As you may be aware, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect wholly-owned subsidiary 
of Apex Clean Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”) is currently developing an up to 314 megawatt 
(“MW”) Big Bend Wind Farm (“Wind Farm”) in Cottonwood and Watonwan Counties, 
Minnesota.  You are receiving this letter because Big Bend is proposing to build a new 161 kilovolt 
(“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, 
Minnesota to connect the Wind Farm to the existing 345 kV transmission line to the existing Blue 
Lake-Wilmarth-Interstate Interconnection 345 kV transmission line at the existing Xcel Energy 
Crandall 345 kV switching station in Martin County, Minnesota, and your property may be 
affected by the proposed transmission line.  This letter outlines the regulatory process involved in 
determining if the proposed transmission line is needed and, if so, where the line should be located.  
We welcome your involvement in this process and look forward to working with you. 
 
Typically, 161 kV transmission lines are built using steel or laminate wood monopole structure 70 
to 120 feet in height on a 100 foot-wide right-of-way when adjacent to parcel lines and 150 foot-
wide right-of-way when adjacent to the road right-of-way.  Big Bend will work with landowners 
to purchase property rights, called easements, along the transmission line route.  
 
Big Bend provided early notice to landowners in 2019 but has since revised its potential area of 
interest for the transmission line.  Accordingly, we are providing you notice now, prior to filing 
applications for the transmission line, so that those persons who may be affected have every 
opportunity to participate in meetings and hearings.  We have not yet determined our proposed 
route for the transmission line.  Instead, we are notifying all potentially affected parties who are 
within or adjacent to the Transmission Line Routing Area shown on the enclosed map who have 
not previously been provided notice.  A step-up substation will also be constructed to connect the 
proposed transmission line to the existing 345 kV transmission line near the Blue Lake-Wilmarth-
Interstate Interconnection 345 kV transmission line in Martin County, Minnesota.   

EXHIBIT A
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Once a final route is identified, you may not be directly affected by the line.  Nonetheless, we hope 
you will take the time to be involved in this process to examine the need and routing of our 
proposed line.  Please do not rely on others to represent your interests. 
 
How to get involved: 
 
Before the line can be built, the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) must 
determine whether the Project is needed (Certificate of Need) and where the Project should be 
located (Route Permit).  As part of the Certificate of Need and Route Permit processes, the 
Minnesota Department of Commerce, Energy Environmental Review and Analysis unit will 
prepare an Environmental Report.  The routing process will consider environmental, land use and 
other potential routing impacts.  The Certificate of Need and Route Permit processes are governed 
by Minnesota law, including Minnesota Statutes, Section 216B.243 and Chapter 216E, and 
Minnesota Rules, Chapters 4410, 7829, 7849 and 7850. 
 
Each of the permitting processes described above provides an opportunity for public input and 
comment, and you are encouraged to participate.  You can get involved by submitting comments 
or attending public meetings and hearings.  Watch local newspapers for notice of such 
opportunities.  Please keep in mind that “need” issues should be raised in the Certificate of Need 
process, and issues concerning the route of the line should be raised during the routing process. 
 
To learn more about the regulatory process or to join the mailing lists regarding the proposed 
transmission line, you can contact: 
 
Certificate of Need  
Charley Bruce 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 Seventh Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
Phone: (651) 201-2251 
E-mail: Charley.Bruce@state.mn.us 
Website: www.mn.gov/puc/ 

  

 
Routing and Environmental Review 
Rich Davis 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
Energy Environmental Review and Analysis 
85 7th Place East, Suite 280 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
Phone: (651) 539-1846 
E-mail: Richard.Davis@state.mn.us 
Website: www.mn.gov/commerce 
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Also, please feel free to contact Big Bend with any questions.  Questions can be sent to: 
 
Dylan Ikkala 
Apex Clean Energy 
Development Manager 
8665 Hudson Blvd. North, Suite 110 
Lake Elmo. MN 55042 
(484) 364-9298 
Dylan.Ikkala@apexcleanenergy.com 
 
We encourage you to get involved in this process and look forward to working with you. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dylan Ikkala 
Development Manager 
 
Enclosure 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Wagaye Abebe, hereby certify that I have this day, served a true and correct copy of the 
following documents to all persons at the addresses indicated on the attached list by depositing 
the same enveloped with postage paid in the United States mail at Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

• Supplemental Notice of Certificate of Need Application to Landowners; and 

• Transmission Line Routing Map 

MPUC Docket No. IP-7013/CN-19-408 

 
 
Dated this 9th day of September, 2020 
 
 
/s/ Wagaye Abebe   
 
 
 
 
 



ALLISON BASKFIELD & 
BRADLEY C KREHBIEL 
67860 COUNTY RD 9 
LAKE CITY, MN 55041 

 
LORRAINE M OELTJENBRUNS 
400 HERITAGE DR   APT B 
MOUNTAIN LAKE, MN 56159 

 
LARRY J & JULIE K FALK 
35266 610TH AVE 
MOUNTAIN LAKE, MN 56159 

NICKEL FARM PROPERTIES, LLP 
54832 COUNTY RD 3 
MOUNTAIN LAKE, MN 56159 

 
WILLARD & SHARON FRIESEN 
58391 360TH ST 
MOUNTAIN LAKE, MN 56159 

 

KENNETH N & RACHEL YODER, 
TSTEE 
YODER FAMILY TRUST 
36759 COUNTY RD 8 
PO BOX 93 
MOUNTAIN LAKE, MN 56159 

BURTON C & KARIN R STOESZ 
58560 370TH ST 
MOUNTAIN LAKE, MN 56159 

 
JONATHAN J ADRIAN 
39045 COUNTY RD 1 
MOUNTAIN LAKE, MN 56159 

 
BEVERLY, LE MATHIOWETZ 
35696 COUNTY RD 1 
MOUNTAIN LAKE, MN 56159 

DAVID M & COURTNEY A 
NELSON 
58616 360TH ST 
MOUNTAIN LAKE, MN 56159 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA - DOT 
C/O DISTRICT 7 RW ENGINEER 
2151 BASSETT DR 
MANKATO, MN 56001-6888 

 

GORDON & EVA HARDER, 
TRUSTEES 
58198 350TH ST 
MOUNTAIN LAKE, MN 56159 

RODNEY L & LAUREL J STENKE 
35385 590TH AVE 
MOUNTAIN LAKE, MN 56159 

 
STANLEY & GLADYS FRIESEN 
GENERAL DELIVERY 
MOUNTAIN LAKE, MN 56159-9999 

 
THOMAS & KELLY APPEL 
36810 COUNTY RD 8 
MOUNTAIN LAKE, MN 56159 

MICHAEL E & MINDY S SPINKS 
59206 370TH ST 
MOUNTAIN LAKE, MN 56159 

 

BRADLEY KREHBIEL, ALLISON, 
AND CHRISTINE KREHBIEL  
67860 COUNTY RD 9 
LAKE CITY, MN 55041 

 
JAY O FRANZ 
981 ROSEWOOD CL 
SHAKOPEE, MN 55379 

LICE J GUSTAFSON 
13 S DELAWARE ST 
CONRAD, MT 59425 

 

RD PABST FAMILY LIMITED 
PTRSHP 
34453 WACOUTA TRL 
REDWOOD FALLS, MN 56283 

 
ROGER PABST 
34453 WACOUTA TR 
REDWOOD FALLS, MN 56283 

HARVEY & JEROME D STOESZ, 
TSTEE 
TRUST B 
745 BASINGER MEMORIAL DR 
MOUNTAIN LAKE, MN 56159 

 
BRADLEY S HERRIG 
37500 600TH AVE 
MOUNTAIN LAKE, MN 56159 

 

DAVID M & KENNETH E 
KLASSEN 
37654 600TH AVE 
MOUNTAIN LAKE, MN 56159 

KENNETH & LAURENE KLASSEN 
37654 600TH AVE 
MOUNTAIN LAKE, MN 56159 

 
GILBERT PENNER 
403 3RD AVE 
MOUNTAIN LAKE, MN 56159 

 

STATE OF MN - DOT 
C/O DISTRICT 7 RW ENGINEER 
2151 BASSETT DR 
MANKATO, MN 56001-6888 

DAVID M & KENNETH E 
KLASSEN 
37449 610TH AVE 
MOUNTAIN LAKE, MN 56159 

 
ANNE & DAVID REESE 
38256 600TH AVE 
MOUNTAIN LAKE, MN 56159 

 
PHIL HARDER, ETAL 
57803 350TH ST 
MOUNTAIN LAKE, MN 56159 



DUANE M & SHELLA R FRANZ, 
TSTEE 
38449 600TH AVE 
MOUNTAIN LAKE, MN 56159 

 

CHICAGO & NORTHWESTERN 
TRANS 
59621 370TH ST 
MOUNTAIN LAKE, MN 56159 

 
DAVID & TAMARA WATKINS 
59250 380TH ST 
MOUNTAIN LAKE, MN 56159 

JAMES H ANDERSON 
208 CRESTWOOD DR 
HARTFORD, SD 57033 

 

NEW VISION COOP-
WORTHINGTON 
412 PEAVEY ST E 
JEFFERS, MN 56145 
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