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at 6:00 p.m in the evening on January 5, 2021.
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OPERATOR: Ladi es and gentl enen, for
those who are just joining, hello and wel conme to the
VWal l eye Wnd public informati on and scopi ng neeti ng.
If you would like to provide testinony during one of
the public hearings, sinply press star then the
nunber 1 on your tel ephone keypad during the item on
the agenda. |If you would like to wthdraw the
commenti ng, please press the pound key. Thank you.

Il will now turn the call over to M chael
Kal uzni ak. Sir, please go ahead.

MR. M CHAEL KALUZNI AK: Thank you. GCood
eveni ng, everybody. M nanme is M chael Kal uzni ak.
Thank you for comng out to the public information
and environnental report scoping neeting for the
VWal |l eye Wnd project in Rock County. [|I'ma staff
person with the energy facilities unit in the
M nnesota Public Uilities Conmm ssion.

The Conmmi ssion itself is a public agency
conprised of five comm ssioners and approxi nately 50
staff nenbers. W're charged with regul ati ng
utilities, electricity, gas, natural gas,

t el ecommuni cati ons service in Mnnesota. The PUC
al so aut horizes constructi on and operation of |arge
energy facilities, such as the one that we'll| be

tal ki ng about here tonight. Qur mssionis to
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ensure that M nnesotans continue to receive safe,
reliabl e, and affordabl e energy and
t el ecommuni cati ons service and to allow the
devel opnent of inportant infrastructure.
| know that during the pandenic the
Conmmi ssion is conducting these neetings renotely to
help limt the spread of COVID 19 and safely all ow
menbers of the public to | earn nore about the
proj ect and provi de feedback regardi ng potenti al
i npacts to the project and things we should
consider. W val ue your feedback and encourage you
to participate by providing your comments here
tonight. You can also provide themin witing, and
"Il talk a bit about this later, as well as through
ot her sources as well, e-nmails or whatever you I|iKke.
We are here to provide you infornmation
about the proposed project and the state's
permtting process used for certificates of need and
site permts for wwnd farms in Mnnesota. The
meeting's al so an opportunity again to get your
participation. W'd like to hear fromyou in the
devel opnent of the project and the scoping of the
envi ronnental report and the draft site permt by
provi di ng conments on potential inpacts associ at ed

wWwth the project and potential mtigation neasures
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of those inpacts, possible conditions that we m ght
put within the site permt should it be approved.
The slide presentation for tonight's
nmeeting is available online at the PUC s website,
m. gov, GOV, forward slash PUC. You can refer to
that notice as well that we distributed on our
website for informati on on how to connect and obtain
this information. [|f you have any questions or
difficulties connecting, you can speak with
M. Charley Bruce, our public advisor for the staff,
by speaking with an operator. Again, we appreciate
your participation and patience with this.

Wth that I'mgoing to run through our

slides here. Again, this will be the neeting
agenda. We'll do introductions and the permt
application review process. That'll be ny talk.

Suzanne Stei nhauer fromthe Departnent of Comrerce
Energy Environnental Review and Analysis unit wll
tal k about the environnmental review requirenments for
the project. Third, we'll have a description of the
proposed project and sone details about next year
and Walleye Wnd. And finally, turning to you for
questi ons and answers about the project and any

i nput you m ght have.

| think I ran over the general m ssion of
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the Public Uilities Comm ssion. Again, we are

i ndependent. W try to be professional and
transparent in our operations, and we try to include
the public as much as we can in our decisions and
hope you do partici pate.

Just briefly, the proposed Wal |l eye W nd
project is a 109-negawatt | arge w nd energy
conversion system is what we call themin our
regul ations and rules. Wnd farns is fine too.
Wndmlls -- anyway because the project's capacity
is greater than 50 negawatts, it's defined as a
| arge energy facility. It requires a certificate of
need and a site permt fromthe Comm ssion before it
can be sited or constructed. The Comm ssion
aut hori zed review of the certificate of need
informally to a comment and reply process, and we'l|
talk a bit about that |ater.

This slide shows the site permt review
process. Again, as a rem nder there are two
processes. There are two permts that nust -- two
approval s that the Conm ssion nust provide in order
to construct and operate the project. The first
approval is a certificate of need, and the
certificate of need denpbnstrates the size, type, and

timng and of course the need for the project in
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terms of its electrical system Again, that is the
mai n reason that we would have an environnent al
report. In this case the site permt itself is
obviously related to the | ocation, choosing the

| ocations for the project itself and establi shing
permt conditions to ensure that we are operating as
efficiently and safely as we can. |t mnim zes

I npact s.

The site permt review process i s shown
here, and I'm not going to spend a |lot of tine on
it. But I would note a couple things here is that
we're at the comment period on issues related to the
draft site permt. W have until January 26 to
accept your comments, and we can do that via phone
or fax or e-mails or calls here tonight. W weigh

themall equally. After that tinme the Conm ssion

wll issue a draft site permt, and, well, we'll
actually consider -- we'll have to review the whole
project in advance in full as we do that. But if
the Conmm ssion issues a draft site permt, we'll be

back havi ng anot her public coment period and a
hearing with nore input fromthe public, so you'l
have anot her opportunity after tonight. But we do
want to get your conmments as early as possible in

order to ensure that they're considered properly
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before a decision is made. At the public hearing,
there will be an adm nistrative | aw judge who w | |
wite a report about the entire proceedi ng i ncluding
all of the records that we've devel oped, your
coments, and the application and the filings that
are made to the docket, so before it is sent to the
Comm ssion for its deci sion.

Thi s next slide shows the conbi ned
certificate of need and site permt review process.
Basi cally, these orange boxes that |'ve added here
denonstrate how this fits into those two processes
and how they kind of nerge. W try to do these
t hings together to avoid -- mnimzing confusion and
things |like that people may have. So we're at the
coment stage of the certificate of need. That
currently is an ongoi ng conmment period. It wll be
goi ng on for a while.

After the nmeeting Suzanne and the
Departnment of Commerce will devel op an environnent a
report related to the need questions primarily, and
that report will be entered into the record for your
review as well prior to the public hearing. M.
Matt hew Landi fromthe Departnent of Commerce, a
separate unit, is also here. He's the anal yst who

wll be working on reviewing the certificate of need
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application and providing us sone i nput on that on
their behal f.

Here's a tineline of the process. The
date the application was filed in July. W accepted
the application at the Comm ssion in Cctober. That
does not nean that the application was accepted and
approved. It neans that we accepted it because it
had the informati on necessary to proceed. W're
here today, January 5, 2021 for the public
i nformati on and scoping neeting. The scoping piece
is where we'd like to hear informati on fromyou on
what should be in the environnental report. | have
a typo on the next line, but it says environnental
assessnment -- it should be environnental report --

i ssued April '21, estimated. For the hearing we'll
probably be doing this again in May, and the

adm ni strative law judge wll file a report within
60 days of that tinme probably. That woul d be
approximately July of 2021. And finally, the

Conmmi ssion's decision wll be anticipated to be
sonetinme cl ose to Septenber.

| won't run through these in great detali
because I'mkind of running | ate here, but there's
many things that we look at in terms of approving

both the certificate of need and the site permts.
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For exanple wth need we consi der adequacy,
reliability, and efficiency of the energy supply
system W require docunentation that it's needed
and in the interest of the public. Conpatibility
w th human health, natural resources, and

soci oecononm ¢ environnents. W consi der reasonabl e
and prudent alternatives. |If there's a better
alternative to the project, we can consider those.
And finally, conpatibility with rel evant rul es,
policies, and regul ations of other state, |ocal, and
federal governnments. And then with the site permt
where we're tal king about where they go and how we
m nimze i npacts, we want to conserve and m nim ze
those i nmpacts -- conserve resources, excuse ne, and
mnimze inpacts; mnimze human settl enent and

ot her |l and use conflicts; and finally, ensure an
efficient, cost-effective, secure supply and

transm ssion infrastructure.

|'"ve listed sone additional information

here. 1'mnot going to read through this because it
is available in the notice itself. | ask if you
have a question, just raise your hand. | would

hi ghlight the first line that tal ks about the
Departnment of Commerce. They have a specific

website for this project, and it's a really good
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resource because it is very succinct. W also have
an eDockets systemthat has each and every filing
that we nmade to the docket, and that's probably got
about a hundred pieces of information that you would
have to read through. You're certainly wel cone to
do that. W encourage you to do that, and we
provi de you the informati on here on how to do that,
and we'd be happy to answer any questi ons you have
on that.

Finally, again, M. Charley Bruce is
avai l able. He's the public advisor, and | put his
information there and ny information as well should
you have any questi ons.

And we do appreciate you bei ng here.
Thank you for your time. [I'll turn it over to
Suzanne Stei nhauer. Thank you.

Suzanne, are you there?

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  Thanks, M ke.
Good evening. Thanks for the -- | think you set it
up really nicely.

My nane is Suzanne Steinhauer. |I'mwth
t he M nnesota Departnent of Conmmerce, Energy
Envi ronnment al Review and Analysis, and | will try to
real quickly go through our role in the process and

the environnental review in hopes that it's not
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confusing, but it gives you sone sort of context for
how you can participate in the process.
Ht the next slide, please, Mke. M ke?
MR M CHAEL KALUZNI AK: Ch, I'"'msorry.
M5. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: M ke, can you
hit the next slide?
MR. M CHAEL KALUZNI AK: Certainly.
MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  Yes, the
Departnment of Commrerce does a | ot of things. And
the thing that's related to the purpose of tonight's
nmeeti ng, the proposed project, the energy
envi ronnental review and anal ysis division of which
|'ma part acts as technical advisors to the
Conmmi ssion, particularly on | arge energy projects.
We adm ni ster the environnental review process for
| arge energy projects and with a goal of providing
an obj ective analysis of the proposed projects and
their potential hunan and environnental inpacts.
Any infrastructure project, including but not
limted to energy projects, is going to have an
i mpact, so our job is to identify those and explore
themand try to devel op sonme mtigation neasures
t hat deci si on-makers can consider in their ultimte
decision. | do want to reiterate that EERA does not

advocate for a particular outcone or on behalf of a
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particul ar constituency. W try to focus on naking
sure that the facts are available to the Conmm ssi on,
to any other agency having deci sion-maki ng authority
and to the public so that they can participate in an
i nformed way.

Next slide, please.

| think we can skip through this 'cause I
think M ke went through the difference of the two
approval processes. So just real briefly, there are
two processes, both requiring environnental review,
but the way that they're structured are kind of
different. For the CN proceedi ng, a separate
environnental report is required, and so that's a
di screte environnental review docunent. And for a
site permt, there's not a discrete environnental
revi ew docunent. That review is incorporated into
t he process.

Next slide, please.

So the environnental report -- | think
M ke referenced it nicely as being related to i ssues
of the need for the project. It describes the
proposed project and systemalternatives. System
alternatives is a regulatory termof art for | ooking
at alternate nmethods to neet the proposed need --

the need for the proposed project. So how woul d the
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alternatives |ook different if that need were net in
anot her way? The ER al so then | ooks at potenti al
human and envi ronnental inpact for the proposed
project and alternatives and tries to identify
strategies to avoid and mtigate those inpacts.

Next slide, please.

So one of the purposes of the neeting
here, in addition to trying to answer questions you
may have about the project in the process, is to
gat her comments on the scope of the environnental
report. The scoping focuses the environnental
report on information that will assi st
deci si on-nmakers and the public. Wat potenti al
human and environnental inpacts should be studi ed?
Are there other ways to neet the stated need, and
are there any uni que characteristics within the
project area that should be considered that would
help informthe analysis of the proposed project and
t he devel opnent of the site permt?

Next slide, please. Can you go one nore?
| m sordered those. So can you go to the next,
whi ch shoul d be environnmental report contents?

So there is an -- on our website, the
link to that is in the notice and also in the

materials Mke provided earlier, there is an example
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of an environnmental report scoping decision, so the
draft for this project. It does not include the

information that we receive tonight on comments.

But the environnmental report will do a couple
things. It wll look at alternatives to the
proposed project and then systemalternatives. It
wll look at a simlar-size solar project, a generic

w nd project, and then also a no-build alternative.
For the proposed project and for each of the
alternatives, it wll explore inpact mtigations
related to air quality; water resources; solid and
hazar dous wastes, natural resources including
inmpacts to wildlife, vegetation, unique natural
resources; human i npacts, noise, visual inpact,
shadow flicker, turbine lighting; community inpacts,
i npacts to | ocal economn es, taxes, and
transportation infrastructure; public health and
safety; agricultural i1npacts; required electric
transm ssion; and then the availability and
feasibility of the alternatives.

There are a couple of things that the
environnental report won't cover. It won't | ook at
details, locational information on the | ocation of
particul ar turbines, roads, or collector I|ines.

That's sonething that the siting process in the
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devel opnent of the draft site permt wll | ook at.
It will not |Iook at negotiation and content of the
easenent agreenents. That's outside the
Comm ssion's purview. And it will not | ook at
alternatives not specifically addressed in the
scopi ng deci si on.

So can we go back one slide to -- yeah.

So the environnental review for the site
permt is, as | nentioned earlier, incorporated into
the process. The application, the devel opnent of
the draft site permt, and then finally the public
hearing presided over by the admnistrative | aw
judge then inforns the final site permt.

Forward probably two slides, | think.
Yeah. Thank you.

The application that was originally
submtted in July and then updated with a revised
| ayout descri bes the proposed project and potenti al
inmpacts. It describes potential strategies to
m nimze, avoid, or mtigate those potential inpacts
and identifies unavoi dabl e adverse i npacts.

Next page, pl ease.

So taking the general information on the
project fromthe application, the next step is the

devel opnent of a draft site permt. Conm ssion

Shaddix & Associates - Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - 1(800)952-0163 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

17

staff is provided a sanple site permt because site
permts tend to be pretty simlar between the
projects with special conditions depending on the
characteristics of a particular project. And over
time many of these special conditions becone
standard conditions. For exanpl e avi an-bat
protection plans are now required for all projects
as are labor -- quarterly |l abor reports. And they
tend to be -- to get incorporated i nto general
permt conditions. So the draft site permt is

i nforned by what issues should be considered. Are
t here uni que characteristics of the proposed site or
project that should be considered? Are there itens
that are m ssing or m scharacterized in the site
permt application? Those hel p informour

devel opnent of the draft site permt for the

Conmmi ssion's consi derati on.

Next page, pl ease.

So real quickly -- and we'll cone back to
this after Wall eye has had an opportunity to present
information on their project -- what we're | ooking
for tonight, we'll try to answer questions you nay
have about the process or the project. Wat we're
al so | ooking for are comments on potential inpacts

that nay be fromthe project, hunan or environnental
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I npacts; strategies to avoid, mnimze, or mtigate
those potential inpacts; other ways to neet the
stated need for the project; characteristics that
are unique to the proposed site for the project;
itens that are missing or mscharacterized in either
of the applications; and any other sort of general
project-related i ssues or concerns.

Next sli de.

As M ke nentioned tonight is the only
tinme we can take the verbal coments. W'l open
that up real soon, and -- but witten comments need
to be to us by the end of the day on Tuesday,
January 26th. There's a couple of different ways
you can get to that.

| think we can skip ahead then to the
Wl | eye presentation. Thank you.

MR. M KE VEICH  Thank you, Suzanne.
This is Mke Weich nowon the line. 1Is it good to
proceed, M ke?

MR. M CHAEL KALUZNI AK: You're good to
go. Thanks.

MR MKE WEICH  Appreciate it. So ny
nane is Mke Weich. |'mthe devel oper of the
Wall eye Wnd project. | really appreciate the

opportunity to go over the project tonight at the
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public informati on and environnental reporting
scopi ng neeti ng.

M ke, if you'll go to the next slide.

Qur di scussion on the project will be
brief this evening. W want to give you an overvi ew
of who we are; give you an overview of the project,
the tineline; discuss the benefits of the project,
revi ew our stakehol der outreach thus far; provide a
qui ck map of the site plan for you to w tness, and
obviously there will be nore distributed in the
docket following this neeting. W'Il|l go over our
decomm ssi oni ng plan, our construction plan, and
t hen provide sone additional contact information for
you guys to take back with you after tonight's
di scussi on.

So first, if we can go to the next slide,
an applicant overvi ew.

The Wall eye Wnd project is owned by the
VWal |l eye Wnd, LLC. W are a wholly-owned indirect
subsi di ary of NextEra Energy Resources. NextEra
Energy Resources is the world's | argest generator of
renewabl e energy fromthe wnd and the sun.
Ceneration fromthe Wall eye Wnd project will be
sold to M nnesota Muni ci pal Power Agency through a

| ong-term power purchase agreenent that we have
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executed with them

Go to the next slide, MKke.

The project, as it is proposed, will be
| ocated entirely in Rock County, M nnesota. The
w nd project will be owned and operated by NextEra
Energy Resources. It was originally owed by RES,
and there was actually 11 negawatts of this
i nterconnection that was a part of a seven-turbine
operati ng asset owned by RES Renewabl es. W
acquired the Wall eye Wnd, LLC, fromthemin 2019.
As we continue to develop this asset, the new site
w Il be owned and operated by NextEra Energy
Resources. Walleye Wnd has executed, as we
menti oned previously, a PPA wth M nnesota Minicipa
Power Agency. This project is needed to provide
electricity in support of MWA s nenbers in their
further efforts to exceed M nnesota's cl ean energy
requi rements. The project will consist of 36 CE
2.82 nmegawatt turbines and four GE 2.3 negawatt
turbines. In total 40 turbines will consist of the
site.

Go forward, M ke.

The project will provide up to 200
tenporary construction job opportunities through the

construction activities of the project. That
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construction tineline should increase | ocal

busi ness. W shoul d see increases in hotel usage,
di ni ng, and ot her places that conduct gener al

busi ness during the construction of the project. It
wi || consist of annual ongoi ng conpensation for
participating | andowners in the project, and it wll
be playing an integral role in the delivery of clean
energy to ensure that future benefits are tied to
the wind farmin the State of M nnesota for their
ener gy goal s.

Go forward, M ke.

Wal | eye Wnd has conduct ed st akehol der
outreach. W've been focused on adverti sing,
educating, and consulting with | andowners and the
community nenbers. Qur outreach has invol ved
communi cation with those | andowners, and we've
actually conmmunicated with | ocal tribes as well
t hrough our tribal relations team wldlife agencies
t hrough our environnental team and gover nnent
officials in Rock County. W've listed here sone of
t he organi zations that we've specifically targeted
i n our coordination and col |l aboration. There are
obvi ously nunerous not even listed on this list that
we' ve col | aborated with and communi cated with as

part of our stakehol der outreach since we took over
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t he project and began devel opnent in 2019.

As we nove forward, here's the project
site plan. This will match the site plan as
presented in our docket that can be accessed via the
website in the docket online to take another | ook.

Now I ' Il provide, on the next slide, a

construction overview. Assum ng the Public

Uilities Comm ssion grants the site permt, in the
sumrer of the 2021, we'll begin constructing the
project. W'Il|l begin by renpving any trees, brush,

or other |lowgrowi ng vegetation that is within the
project area and wthin the constructi on easenent of
the project area al ong constructi on and nai nt enance
travel paths for the construction materials and

equi pnent. Tenporary | aydown areas will be staged
wthin the project boundary to facilitate materi al
deliveries and house contractors' vehicles and

equi pnmrent to be used on the project. Turbine
foundations wll then require excavating a hole
approximately 8 to 10 feet in depth and
approximately 50 to 55 feet in dianeter. W'IIl then
construct or nodify any pernmanent access roads for
each individual pernmanent turbine, and then

di sturbed areas foll ow ng construction activities

wll be restored and recl ai ned i nclusive of debris,
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i ncludi ng the renoval, disposal, disnmantling of all
tenporary facilities and controlling erosion. So
our work even after the project is conpleted, in
terms of construction, will continue with

recl amation activities.

And then finally, on the last slide, here
is ny contact information. As the devel oper for
VWal |l eye Wnd, LLC, you can e-mail ne directly wth
questions. W al so have provided a couple links to
the PUC website and at mrm. gov where the docket can
be found with nore infornmation.

And with that, that concludes our portion
of the presentation, and I'll turn it back over to
Suzanne and M ke.

MS. SUZANNE STElI NHAUER  Ckay. Thanks,

M ke. M ke Kaluzniak, if you could go back a couple
of slides to the one that says comments tonight.
Yep. Thank you.

Again, this is Suzanne Stei nhauer from
the M nnesota Departnent of Comrerce. | do want to
gi ve our thanks to you tonight for com ng out and
al so thanks to the court reporter that we have
online, Bridget Kelly. She'll be taking the
comments tonight. There will be a record of the

meeting that will be avail able for people to | ook
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at, | think, generally follow ng the cl ose of
comments. So just a couple of ground rules. |
think a ot of this is taken care of because of the
way that the Wbex is set up, but just one speaker
at atine. And for the benefit of the record and
the court reporter, if you could begin by stating
and spelling your nane. And please |limt your
initial comments to five mnutes. W wll try to --
we're here for a while tonight, but 1'd |ike to nake
sure that everybody has an opportunity to at | east
provide their initial comments or questions.

So I'll turn it over to the operator. |If
you -- is there anyone who has expressed an interest
in comenting or asking questions?

OPERATOR Certainly, ma'am Ladies and
gentl enen, if you wish to nake a comment or to ask a
question, sinply press star 1 on your tel ephone.

And if you would like to wthdraw from commenti ng,
press the pound key. Thank you.

Your first coment or question conmes from
the line of Lucas. Please go ahead and ask your
questi on.

MR, LUCAS FRANCO  Yeah, good eveni ng.

My nane is Lucas Franco, L-U-GA-S, F-RA-NCO

I|'mthe research manager for the Laborers' Union of
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M nnesota and North Dakota. W represent about

12, 000 construction workers in M nnesota including
many in southwest M nnesota. And |I'mjust calling
to express ny support for the Wall eye Wnd Farm
project. This project will contribute tens of
mllions of dollars in economic activity to

sout hwestern M nnesota at a tinme when M nnesota
workers really desperately need new economnic
opportunities.

As fol ks know t he COvVI D-19 gl obal
pandem ¢ has devastated M nnesota's econony.
There's definitely hope on the horizon in ternms of
w despread distribution of a vaccine, but we've
still got a long ways to go to recover. And we
really need new econom c investnent, and this
project really fits that bill. The statew de
unenpl oynment rate is still nearly twice what it was
in March 2020, 4.6 percent in October 2020 conpared
to 2.9 percent in March 2020, so we've got a | ong
ways to go. Construction econony was rel atively
stable during the early nonths of the pandem c,
whi ch hel ped inject a |lot of noney into the state
unenpl oynment i nsurance prograns, and so nany
construction workers were working. But a | ot of

t hat work has subsided, and the pipeline is
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relatively dried up. So new investnents in clean
energy projects like the Walleye Wnd Farmw | |
create good fam | y-supporting jobs for M nnesota

wor kers and hel p create a pat hway out of our ongoi ng
economc crisis. In particular this project wll
create about a hundred full-tine equival ent

fam | y-supporting construction jobs and of course
generate mllions in both | andowner paynents and tax
revenue.

The project will have a particularly
positive inpact in the region and nmaxi m ze positive
soci oeconom c i npacts because the devel oper NextEra
has indicated the conpany's conmtnment to work with
| abor unions to recruit and utilize skilled | ocal
workers, and this is really an inportant point in
terms of weighing the relative human i npacts and the
steps this project has taken to maximnm ze | oca
benefits. For construction workers a project |ike
the Wall eye Wnd Farmis really nore than just a job
i f you mean havi ng enough for a down paynent on a
house or enough to start working on a two- or
four-year degree. And perhaps nost inportantly,
investnents |i ke Wall eye Wnd provide vital economc
stinmulus to our state and create new opportunities

and ultinmately help M nnesota clinb out of the
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dept hs of the economc crisis that we' ve found
oursel ves in.

The Wall eye Wnd Farm project couldn't
cone at a better tinme for Mnnesota. Qur nenbers
| ook forward to getting work buil ding this project,
and | really appreciate everyone's tine this evening
and the steps that public agencies have taken to
adapt to this challenging tine. So thank you for
your tine.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  Thank you,

M. Franco, for the comment. |s there anyone el se
who'd |i ke to take the opportunity to conment or ask
a question?

OPERATOR:  Yes, nm'am  Your next
question or comment cones fromthe Iine of Celem
Ozuna. Celem please go ahead and ask your question
or conmment.

M5. CELEM OZUNA: Hello. M nane is
Cel em Ozuna, G E-L-E-M Ozuna, O Z-U-NA And | was
calling 'cause | ' mpart of the Local 563 Laborers'
Union. And with this project, not only will it help

-- you know, help the Laborers' Union workers, but

it's also gonna help out famly with -- you know,
Wth so many -- with this pandem c that's been goi ng
on, it has -- we haven't really had nmuch work, and
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wth this it's gonna hel p, you know, not just us
Laborers' Union. It's also gonna help the state,
and I -- 1 think we should do this. Thank you.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  Thank you. s
t here anybody el se in the queue?

OPERATOR:  Yes, nma'am Next on the |ine
cones fromthe line of Dan McCGowan. Pl ease go
ahead. Your line is now open.

MR. DAN MCGOWAN. Hi . M nane Dan
McGowan, MC GO WA-N. |'man organizer with the
Laborers' Union. And due to ny job, | regularly
work in southern M nnesota, whether it's neeting
wth workers or nmeeting with contractors and nany
times working with school districts on hel pi ng pass
referenduns. But the one thing that cones out with
everything that's very clear is the need for jobs,
and so I'mcalling in support of this project.
Thank you.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:.  Thank you.

OPERATOR:  Next in line cones fromthe
line of Julie Kindt. Julie, please ask your
gquestion or state your comment.

MS. JULIE KINDT: H . Good evening.
Thank you for giving ne the opportunity to speak on

this topic. M nane is Julie Kindt. |'mfrom
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Del avan, M nnesota, and |'ma union |aborer with

| ocal 563 out of Mankato. And | have had the
privilege of working on a wind project in western

M nnesota for the last two years, and this job has
provided me with a great incone and benefits and
many ot her things too good to nention. But it also
punps noney into the rural part of M nnesota where
so many of these small towns are struggling. And
Rock County, | grew up there. | didn't realize this
project was going up there until tonight. But I
strongly encourage you to approve this w nd project
to get so many M nnesotans back to work and to
provide rural M nnesota econom c growth, especially
now in the time of need of jobs. Thank you. Have a
good ni ght .

COURT REPORTER:  Julie, can you spel
your | ast nane?

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  Thanks. That's
exactly what | was going to ask, and I"'msorry, |
shoul d' ve asked that earlier. |Is Julie still on the
i ne?

MS. JULIE KINDT: Yeah, | am

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: Coul d you pl ease
spell your nane for the court reporter?

MS. JULIE KINDT: K-1-N, as in Nancy, D,
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as in David, T, as in Tom

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: Ckay. Thank

you.

MS. JULIE KINDT: You're wel cone.

M5. SUZANNE STEINHAUER: |'msorry to

i nterrupt you.

MS. JULI E KI NDT: Ch, no, that's fine.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: We just need to

make sure we have a good record.

MS. JULIE KINDT: Al right. So should I

stay on the line now or do | hang up?

MS. SUZANNE STEINHAUER: | think if that

was your comment, | think you can hang up, and

i f

you have sonething else to say |later on, we can get

back to you.
MS. JULIE KINDT: No, that's fine.

want to listen to nore conmments.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: Ckay. Thank

you.

MS. JULI E KI NDT: Thanks.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  So again, |
should -- I"'msorry, | lapsed there. So if | can
reiterate, if you could please just take the tine to
spell your nane so we have a good record and | don't

have to interrupt later. Thank you.
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OPERATOR:  So next on the |line cones from
the line of JimN chols. Please go ahead. Your
l'ine is now open.

MR, JIM N CHOLS: Thank you. Can you
hear ne?

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER We can. Thank
you.

MR JIM N CHOLS: I'"'m JimNi chol s. |
have farnmed at Lake Benton, M nnesota all ny life.
And we have a big wind turbine on ny farm and it's
been very successful w thout any problens. And |
did serve two terns as a state senator and two terns
as ag conm ssioner. And one of the things that I
beli eve we have as a future as farners i s renewabl e
energy both in ethanol and in wind. And | want to
comrend the City of Luverne and Rock County and
| ocal | andowners, especially Dave Kol srud, for the
progress you' ve nade, everything you' ve acconplished
for your county and state there on renewabl e energy.

W -- when we passed our law -- and | had
wor ked very hard in '91 to pass it, finishing ny

ei ght years as ag conmm ssi oner. Passed our ethanol

law in 1991. It was then adopted by congress in
2007, and now we produce 15 billion gallons of fuel
and deliver 5.6 billion bushels of corn to our
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ethanol plants. |It's been a great narket for us.
It's the biggest single market that we have. Wth
w nd energy we produce thousands of negawatts of
electricity, and we deliver themat the speed of
light to our custoners in the Twin Cities and even
further away than that.

Wnd has been a great thing. Every w nd

turbine, the big ones built now deliver nore energy

than an oil well. So if you put up a wi nd turbine,
you have struck oil. And it's totally cl ean energy
and delivered at the speed of light. Farnmers --

it's been good for our farners in Lincoln County.
The State of M nnesota, now we receive about
$15 mlIlion each year in annual rent paynents as
farmers for the wind turbines on our farns, and we
recei ve about $15 million in property taxes to our
counties and townships. So it's been a great
success for us as a county and a great thing for
Li ncoln County and a great thing for farners. Thank
you.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  Thank you.

OPERATOR: Next is fromthe line of Bruce
Carl son. Bruce, please go ahead.

MR. BRUCE CARLSON: Yeah, this is Bruce
Carlson, BBRUCGCE GCA-RL-SSON M question
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cones from-- |I'ma South Dakota producer, and | own
land right on the state |line. There have been
turbines that -- they are proposed to go up within a
half mle or so of our -- or less than a half mle
fromthe state line. As a South Dakota producer,
and |"'ve talked to a few nei ghbors, we have not
heard of anything about this wnd project until just
recently and wondering why that is so, because it
does affect us too.

And as the project is right now, there
are many turbines fromprevious -- fromthe past
t hat have been put up, and they have not been
turning. And they are east of Hi ghway 23. MW
question is: Wy aren't we using those transm ssion
| ines over there? It seens like it'd be a huge cost
savings. And nmaybe by not, you know, noving them
over, nmaybe you could appease a little bit of the
border of South Dakota here. | guess that woul d be
my question. Wy weren't -- why isn't -- aren't we
notified a little bit nore? Thank you.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  Thank you. This

is Suzanne Steinhauer. | can try to answer, to the
extent that | can, the issue of notification. And
then I'lIl see if Wall eye Wnd wants to tal k about

how t hey devel oped the project and sited those
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t ur bi nes.

So there are requirenments to notify
people in the project area, and we do that by -- the
applicant identifies | andowers within and adj acent
to the project area. It sounds like in this case
maybe there are | andowners in South Dakota that -- |
don't know how we've done that, to be honest, in
previous in other projects. And then provided the
notice in the | ocal paper and then on our website.
So | would encourage you to sign up for the project
mailing list, and if you want to give -- contact
either me or Charley Bruce, and we can make sure
that your nane gets on the project mailing list for
future projects.

MR. BRUCE CARLSON: And how do | cont act

you?

M5. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: l"'msorry?
Par don?

MR. BRUCE CARLSON: And how do | contact
you?

M5. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  You can cont act
me -- probably the best thing right nowis by
e-mail. Didyou get a notice? Do you have access

to the notice for the project? O | can just give

you ny e-mail address, which is Suzanne, S-U-- if
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you want to take it down now?

MR. BRUCE CARLSON: Sure, yep.

M5. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  Sure. It's
Suzanne, S-U-Z-A-N-N-E, dot Steinhauer,
S-T-E-I-NHAUER at state dot M nnesota dot US.

MR. BRUCE CARLSON:. Ckay. Thank you.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: And | can neake
sure that you're on the project mailing list to
receive notification of future mlestones in the
project and future neetings. And then |I don't know
i f anybody from Wal |l eye wanted to tal k about the
turbines that are there but not turning or why --
how you | ocated the individual turbines.

MR. M KE VEICH  Yep, Suzanne, this is
M ke Weich, the devel oper of Walleye Wnd, MI-K-E,
| ast name, WE-I1-CH | have the answer, if that's
okay.

M5. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  Yep.

MR MKE WEICH As far as our practices,
sir, for siting turbines, in addition to a w nd
resource assessnment where we assess the nost
favorabl e areas where the wind is nost prevalent in
siting our turbines, we also |look to conply with all
of M nnesota's state setback requirenents,

environnental requirenents. And then lastly, of
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course we need wlling | andowners who want to enter
into | ease agreenents with us and al so surroundi ng

| andowners who want to enter into participation
agreenents with us. So a conbination of assessing
the wi nd, nmaking sure the turbines are sited
responsi bly, and finding | andowners that are wlling
to receive these turbines is what's drove the

| ocati on of our w nd farm turbines.

As far as the turbines you're referencing
that are not currently spinning, | believe you m ght
be referencing seven turbines that were fornerly
known as MN Wnd or Perch. That was in the
presentation. | nentioned that briefly at the top
of the presentation. Those were seven turbines
previ ously owned by RES Renewabl es, the prior owner
of the project. Those turbines anobunted to
approxi mately 11 negawatts.

We own those turbines, and we have
prepped those turbines to be part of the new project
and subsequently shut them down. They are not
generating electricity currently. They will be
decomm ssioned as part of the construction
activities of the new Wall eye Wnd project, and that
area in that vicinity of those seven turbines wll

becone part of the new 40-turbine site that wl|
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becone Wal |l eye W nd.

So in terns of what you stated, sir, we
wll be utilizing the general vicinity of that area
as part of our new project.

MR. BRUCE CARLSON. Ckay. Are they to be
much taller than the ones that are presently there?

MR MKE VWEICH They will be taller,
sir. | couldn't give you the exact anount off the
top of nmy head, but they will taller turbines and
newer turbi nes.

MR. BRUCE CARLSON:. Ckay. Thank you.

MR MKE VEICH Yes, sir.

OPERATOR: Next line is the line of Tara
Kroger. Please go ahead. Your line is now open.

M5. TARA KROGER: My nanme Tara Kroger,
T-A-RA KROGER And I'mfrom Local 563. ' ve
done wi nd turbines for four years, and we do things
right. Al the trades work together |ike they
should, and this job -- this project would be
i mportant to the econony and to jobs and bring noney
back to the area. | think that it's a good thing
considering all that's been going on, so | approve
this project. And thank you for your tine and
consi derati on.

MS. SUZANNE STElI NHAUER:  Thank you.
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OPERATOR: Next one is fromthe |ine of
Nat han Runke. Nat han, please go ahead.

MR. NATHAN RUNKE: Hi . My nane i s Nat han
Runke. It's spelled NFNA-T-H A-N, and last nane is
RUNK-E I|I'"'mwith Local 49, the Operating
Engi neers. W represent 14,000 nenbers across
M nnesota, North Dakota, and South Dakota. And I'd
i ke to echo our brothers and sisters in Laborers'
Union in a lot of statenents they' ve nade. W view
these projects as a great opportunity for the
skill ed workforce we have in M nnesota and the
Dakotas. They're a great resource -- a source of
enpl oyment for those nenbers and ot her -- other
people fromthe state, and they're a great economc
resource for us at this tine. So we wanted to kind
of echo their support of this project. And that was
all I have, so thank you for your tine.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  Thank you.

OPERATOR: Next is fromthe |ine of
Debbie WIllard. Debbie, please go ahead.

MS. DEBBIE WLLARD: Can you hear ne?

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: W can. Thank
you.

MS. DEBBIE WLLARD: Okay. M nane is
Debbie WI I ard. It's DbE-B-B-1-E, WI-L-L-A-R-D.
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And we |ive about a half mle fromthe M nnesota
border, so we're gonna be pretty close to the w nd
turbines. And you'll have to forgive ne. |I'ma

little bit nervous. So anyways |'m ki nd of

wondering -- | have children. [|'mkind of wondering
what -- what aspects of how safe the -- the -- |
guess the -- | nean, you hear things about cell

towers emtting waves. And are there any things
about this that could affect ny children or our
health or our livestock's health, or has there been
any known things to happen |ike that?

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  Thank you,

Ms. Wllard. This is Suzanne Stei nhauer fromthe
Departnent of Commer ce.

That is sonething that we study with all
proposed energy projects. There are -- there have
been I arge wind projects sited in Mnnesota for over
20 years, so there are occasional problens, you
know, just as you would expect. What we see are --
the limted nunber of issues are there are sonetines
errors during the construction. Wth respect to
operation, we are not seeing large issues with that.

The | ocation of particular turbines we're
| earning has to be sited to make sure that they

don't interfere wth comruni cati on equi pnment, so
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that's sonmething that we're | earning. Another thing
that people notice are the lights that are required
for the tall structures. W continue to work with
the M nnesota Departnent of Transportation and FAA
to ensure that the structures are lit appropriately
but in a way that would help m nim ze those inpacts
to local residents. There wll be a project
substation. That wll be fenced. Those are
typically the types of inpacts that people are
concerned -- and noise. | should say noise is
sonet hi ng that peopl e are concerned about. And they
-- Wall eye Wnd has provided sone i nformati on that
we'll be vetting to ensure that noise that is

percei ved by nearby residents does not exceed the
safe standards, so we'll be | ooking at that.

MS. DEBBIE W LLARD: Does not exceed safe
standards could nean we're still gonna hear it, but
it's not gonna hurt our hearing kind of thing?

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER  Wel |, it
definitely shouldn't be -- it definitely should not
be hurting your hearing. That woul d be indicative
of sone sort of equipnent mal function. Typically,
what we see is when the turbines are noisiest is
often when there are weat her events. So they are

produci ng nore noise, but it gets kind of nel ded
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wth the wind and other things that are going on.
MS. DEBBIE WLLARD: Sure. Well, what |
kind of nmeant by that was -- so we're gonna have to

-- I"'ma half mle away from where these are gonna

be, so I'"'mgonna just -- | nean, that's why |I'm
asking you. |I'mjust gonna have to put up with it.
| mean -- 'cause it's gonna nake noise where |I'm
living. | can tell you that right now So ny --
|"mnot trying to be argunentative, but what |I'm

trying to get at is how nmuch noi se can we expect?
How nuch vi bration could cone this way since we're a
half mle away? Wat -- what -- howis this gonna
i npact, you know, the -- the stability of the area?

M5. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: Mm hnrm

MS. DEBBIE W LLARD: You know, | ooking at
it froma | andowner's point of view, you say that
all this economc inpact is going to be great for
M nnesota. Well, how does that benefit us across
the road i n South Dakota?

M5. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: Mm hmm

MS. DEBBIE WLLARD: How does it help
Sout h Dakota's taxes? You know, | know you'll say
we're bringing workers in, and Sioux Falls is close.
They'll be spending their noney in Sioux Falls, this

and that and the other thing. And Valley Springs is
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our hometown. They'll be right there. There's not
much there they could spend noney on. So this is
all benefitting Mnnesota in ny opinion, yet South
Dakota has to put up with the sight of seeing this
and dealing with all the problens that cone al ong
wthit. So | guess that's what |'m concerned wth.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER  So, yeah, | take
your question, and |I'msorry that | don't -- | can't
respond absolutely because | -- that information is
in the application, and that's sonething that we
have sent out to our -- to the state's noise
consultant that we keep on retainer to see what
those 1 npacts m ght be. They do need to adhere to
the M nnesota noi se standards. But | think by the
time we get back for the hearing, | can answer that
question nore specifically. | don't knowif -- M ke
or Mchelle, if you have any additional information
to provide from Wl | eye's perspective on the noise.
| know that there are sone turbines that you're
proposi ng have sone software that limts the
operation in terns of the noise.

MR M KE VWEICH  Yeah, Suzanne, if it's
okay, we have our sound expert that did our
eval uation on sound that can comment, Rich, on the

line, if you can give thema nonent to coment.
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MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  Yeah. Thanks.

MR MKE WEICH  Go ahead, R ch.

M5. SUZANNE STEI NAHUER: If you could
pl ease identify yourself and spell your nane,
pl ease.

MR MKE VWEICH  You there, R ch?

M5. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: I think you're
on nute, perhaps.

MR, M CHAEL KALUZNI AK: Hel | o, Jurgen?

OPERATOR  Yes, sir?

MR M CHAEL KALUZNI AK: H. This is Mke
Kaluzniak. |Is Rich on the speakers' |ine, perhaps?
Has he contacted you? O on the -- I'"'msorry, the
public conmmenting |ine.

OPERATOR:  You nean Debbie WI Il ard?

MS. DEBBI E W LLARD: Yep, |'m here.

MS. SUZANNE STElI NHAUER:  She's here. I
think we're | ooking for Rich Lanpeter.

OPERATOR: We don't have the line of
Ri chard.

MR MKE WEICH | just got an e-nmai
t hat he got disconnected, Suzanne. But if he
rejoins in a nonent, |I'm happy to have hi m speak for
a nonent. But as you said the standards are pretty

high in the State of M nnesota for sound
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specifically. The State of M nnesota does hold us
to very high standards that we, you know, provide a
ot of information about in the docket, and that
information, | think, provides a |ot of in-depth
data and clarity on the question at hand. So |
think the docket will provide answers to the
concern. And if R ch can join, he can maybe add a
little nore color to the depth of the science behind
it.

MS. DEBBIE WLLARD: So the docket is
from when we have the hearing with that -- or when
they have the hearing with the adm ni strati ve judge?
That docket will conme out of that hearing? |Is that
what you're sayi ng?

M5. SUZANNE STEINHAUER: So this is --
again, this is Suzanne Stei nhauer fromthe
Departnent of Comrerce. Walleye Wnd provided sone
information in their application. The state, in
devel oping the environnental review, wll vet that
i nformati on and nake sure that our consultant agrees

with the conclusion that Wall eye's reached. And so

Il will have it in my fingertips by the tine we're
back for the public hearing. | still will be able
to answer what the anticipated noise wll be.

MS. DEBBIE WLLARD: Ckay.
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M5. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER: If you' d like to
contact ne with your |ocation, you know, afterwards,
if you want to send ne an e-mail, | can try to |ook
at that and give you sone nore information.

MS. DEBBIE WLLARD: And | know ny tine's
l[imted, but is there anyone that coul d address how
this could help us as residents of South Dakota
al ong the corridor where these wind turbines are?
How is that -- after it's all built. 1t'll help
during the building. O course it'll help our tax
-- you know, collect taxes for our small town and
Brandon and Sioux Falls. But how -- how -- | nean,
we're just kind of stuck |looking at this stuff and
not -- | nean, this is our tine to have our say, but
yet -- you know, it's -- it's -- it's kind of
frustrating to know that that's just gonna be --
it's probably going to be put up, and yet everything
w |l benefit M nnesot a.

MR MKE VWEICH Yes, ma'am This is
M ke Weich, the devel oper for Wall eye W nd.

MI-K-E, WE-I1-CH, Suzanne.

| appreciate your question, nma'am You
know, unfortunately, the organic nature of the
design of the project is really specific to its

poi nt of interconnection. So where we had
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I nterconnection accessibility happened to be in the
State of M nnesota, so we tried to site our turbines
as appropriately as possible, as close to that point
of interconnection as possible. So the subsequent

| ocation of all the turbines in the site in

M nnesota is a byproduct of the availability of the
grid for the project.

There wll be, as you have nenti oned,
positive inpacts econonmically that do go over into
Sout h Dakota right on the border, just due to the
nmere nature of the up to 200 construction workers
that wll be in the area and the additional support
that wll be needed for the project that wll cone
t hrough those communities on the border. So, you
know, the benefits will be seen economcally in
Sout h Dakota as well as M nnesota. But to your
point, by the nere nature organically of us siting
the project responsibly, all the turbines in the
project itself is located in the State of M nnesot a.

VMS. DEBBIE WLLARD: Ckay. | do have one
nore question. | promse that's ny |ast one. |

heard sonmebody tal k about | andowner participation as

far as -- | don't quite know what that was referring
to as far as the wind project. But would we be
allowed to -- to get -- | nean, sonehow benefit,
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li ke, fromthe energy? Wuld our -- would our farns
be able to benefit sonmehow by having those turbines
so cl ose where we're not payi ng such high energy
costs through our cooperative? | nean, is that
sonmet hing that you're referring to with | andowner
participation in the -- in the project or -- | guess
" m kind of dense when it cones to this stuff, so

| *' m probably not asking the right question.

MR MKE VEICH No, ma'am that's a --
that's a great question. This is Mke Wich again
fromWwalleye Wnd. |'m happy to provide an answer
and clarity on that question. Wen | was nentioning
| andowner participation, | was nerely referring to
the | andowners that are in the project area that are
participating in the project. They have coordi nat ed
with Wal l eye Wnd and have easenents for the project
to house construction activities or infrastructure.
That's what | neant by participation in regards to
the project when | referred to | andowner
participation earlier.

MS. DEBBIE WLLARD: Onh, okay. | thought
it was just sonething naybe we coul d sonehow benefit
fromas far as cheaper energy sonehow or sonething
for our farns. GCkay. | understand now. Sorry if

that was a stupid question. | better turn it over
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so sonebody el se can tal k. Thank you.

MR MKE VEICH No problem ma'am
Thank you for your questions. W appreciate it.

MS. SUZANNE STElI NHAUER:  Thank you. And
pl ease, if you get a chance, just send ne an e-mail,
and I'd li ke to know nore about where you're
| ocated. Thank you.

OPERATOR:  Your next in line conmes from
the line of Gary Overgaard. Gary, please go ahead.

MR, GARY OVERGAARD:. Yes, ny nane is Gary

Overgaard, GA-RY, OV-EER GA-A-R-D. | am a
resident of Rock County. | guess I'll just be real
quick. | believe that the project is gonna provide

a beneficial economc inpact and provide tax relief
for the citizens of Rock County, and | would ask
that the PUC approve the application of the Wall eye
W nd project. Short and sweet. Thank you for your
tinme.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER  Thank you,
M. Overgaard.

OPERATOR: There are no nore further
questions or comments in queue.

MS. SUZANNE STElI NHAUER  Ckay. I just
want to give people another mnute or two, if

anybody cones up wth anything. | do -- since we're
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waiting | do want to reiterate that although tonight
is the only tinme that we can take verbal conments,
witten comments, regardl ess of whether or not you
partici pated toni ght, are accepted through
January 26th. There's sone information here on the
slide. There is nore detailed information on the
website that the Departnment of Conmerce has set up
for the project, which is in the notice, or you can
just Google Wall eye Wnd, and that should be one of
your first couple hits. So we can take conmments by
fax, by e-mail. There's an online comment form
that's just a toggle button, and you can fill in
there. So | do want to stress that, and then we
need those by January 26t h.

Are there -- is there anyone else in the
line to comment, Jurgen?

OPERATOR:  Yes, nm'am  Anot her foll ow up
fromthe Iine of Cory. Please go ahead.

MS. SUZANNE STElI NHAUER  Ckay.

OPERATOR:  Your line is now open.

MR CORY KRUEGER Hel | o. I''m Cory
Krueger, K-RUE-G E-R, from Marshall, M nnesot a.
am a | aborer now with 24 years with Laborers Local
563. 1've been on a few other wind projects in the

| ast few years, and | strongly support this project
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for offering union workers that are skilled to put
up these w nd turbines. And being a | andowner as
well, it's very inportant to ne that they get put up
right. And being a worker | will benefit fromthe
wages that are involved. So | strongly support this
project. Thank you.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  Thank you.

OPERATOR:  Next is fromthe line of Peter
Bakken. Peter, please go ahead.

MR. PETER BAKKEN: Hi . | " m Pet er Bakken,
P-E-T-EFR, B-A-K-K-E-N. And I'd like to thank the
PUC and the Departnent of Commerce for giving us
this opportunity to share our thoughts.

The hats that | wear are as a | andowner
and a 30-year el ected supervisor of the Beaver O eek
Townshi p, which is predom nantly the | ocation of the
towers. As a farner this project diversifies ny
revenue in a way | couldn't successfully do on ny
own. As a township official, in the 30 years that
| ve been on the board, |'ve watched gravel go from
$4 a yard to $9 a yard and a cost to repl ace
cul verts and bridges generally toting a five- to
six-figure price tag now M/ point being with al
this, is it takes tax dollars to nmaintain

i nfrastructure. Costs continue to i ncrease as tax
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bases stay static. Miinly ag and ag | and i n Rock
County.

Back to ny point on diversifying ny
busi ness. NextEra is offering Rock County an
opportunity to diversify the tax base with
significant return to our |ocal econony. A dollar
i n people' s pocket generally gets spent on Miin
Street, new cars, and tractors. The concerns that
we've had -- |I've had and at the town board have al
been answered. Sone of those being what's this
going to do for our roads; field disruption, in
ot her words the ease of farm ng; the deconm ssioning
provi sions for the ones that are proposed to go up
and the existing ones; and changes to our | andscape.

The comment | do have on some tax relief
and diversifying the tax base is all of these things
that |'ve tal ked about here continue to cost npbney.
And if we put all of those needed doll ars on what
we're currently doing, the taxes just continue to go
up for I andowners and surroundi ng people. Wth this
opportunity to have the $40-sonme nmillion that are
going to cone into our econony, we can distribute
sone of that burden to the different areas of
revenue with the wndmlls that are com ng.

We' ve had successful answers to all of
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t hese questions. |'ve felt confortable wth the
answers. W' ve devel oped a sense of trust wth the
peopl e that we've been working with, which in turn
is creating a greater community acceptance of
something we initially knew nothing about. As | was
putting ny thoughts together, ny first thought when
| was approached was with guarded skepticism and as
time has gone by, | amcautiously optimstic about
the future of this project. | look forward to the
econom ¢ inpact this has to our community, and I
support the NextEra project Walleye Wnd in Rock
County. Thank you.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  Thank you.

OPERATOR:  Anot her conment or question
fromthe line of JimNi chols. Jim please go ahead.

MR JIM N CHOLS: Thank you. | just
heard a questi on about the sound. Can you hear nme?

M5. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  Yes,

M. Nichol s.

MR JIM N CHOLS: Thank you. |'mthe
farnmer from Lake Benton that's had the turbine on ny
farmfor 15 years. W have about 300 wi nd turbines
in Lincoln County, over 3,000 in the State of
M nnesota. And | just want to say that noise just

Is not an issue. And | understand your concerns in
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Sout h Dakota 'cause, you know, you don't get any
benefit there, but |'ve testified several tines for
projects in South Dakota that would do a | ot for
schools in the state.

My turbine is about 1500 feet, which is a
quarter mle, fromnmy hone. And we can never hear
the turbine in the hone, never hear it. Standing
out in the yard, you hear a gentle sw shi ng sound.
| ' ve hosted dozens and dozens of tour groups and
asked themto |listen, and you just -- you can't hear
the turbine. 1It's just not an issue. The other
i ssue al ways becones bird-kill. In the 15 years
that I've farnmed all the ground nyself, |'ve never
seen a bird killed. The lights, you know, |I've had
tolive in a big city, and you have stoplights and
streetlights and everything. Those little lights on
the top of the turbines just never -- never bother
us.

So | really don't see any negatives to
the wind turbine. Wat | do like is it's very
cl ean, very cheap power, and it will help our
consuners in the cities. And we can deliver it at
the speed of light fromour farns to our custoners.
Thank you.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  Thank you.
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OPERATOR:  Next is fromthe line of Brian
Rockers. Brian, please go ahead.

MR. BRI AN ROCKERS: Yeah, this is Brian
Rockers, RO CK-E-R- S, from Ownatonna, M nnesot a.
I|'ma | aborer in the Laborers' Union. And | support
the project nainly for all the jobs that it wll
give and for tax reasons. Thank you.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  Thank you.

OPERATOR: Next is fromthe |line of Jane
Lanphere. Jane, please go ahead.

MS. JANE LANPHERE: Hi. Jane Lanphere,
J-A-NE, L-A-NP-HE-RE | thank you for the
opportunity to be here.

" mthe executive director of the Luverne
Area Chanber and CVvB. And we've had an opportunity
to work with NextEra Energy for the |l ast year and a
half as they've cone into the community and
i ntroduced thensel ves and provided anple -- nmany
opportunities for us to | earn about the project,
about the potential of the project, and the econom c
-- econom c and environnental benefit of this
project, not only to Rock County in Mnnesota but to
the people in the United States. W have about 240
menbers. And the chanber board and | recogni ze the

extrene benefit.
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You know, this is a once in a lifetine
opportunity, a $138 mllion investnent in Rock
County. The jobs it will produce during
construction are going to be a huge benefit to our
busi nesses that have been -- really suffered here in
the corner of the state. Bounded by |Iowa and Sout h
Dakota, we have seen our business slip over there as
t he pandem ¢ has kept many of our busi nesses shut
down. They are prinmed for an econom c¢ stinmulus, and
not hi ng coul d be better than having 200 workers here
over -- you know, within the -- in the next year to
support those businesses and revitalize those
busi nesses. And then you | ook at the ongoing
benefit of having 12 pernmanent workers here,
enpl oyees with pay that they can spend and invest in
this community. They can add a benefit to our
school s.

It's going to be a wonderful opportunity,
and the businesses are very anxious for this to --
the project to nove forward. W have been wor ki ng
wth a young famly that has been working on
actual ly establishing a canpground and has been abl e
to secure financing because this is in the future,
and they -- they recognize that he would be able to

fill his canpground. This was a huge benefit to us
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on many, nmany |evels.

And then you | ook at the tax benefits it
has. The added tax fromthe w nd turbines can
suppl ant sone of the expenses fromthe city and
county and township tax, the school district tax
base. W' re gonna see sone relief for honeowners
and for agriculture. So it's really a benefici al
pr oj ect .

We know that they're good partners. They
have certainly been involved in the community.
W' ve seen their presence. They're avail able. They
have an office on Main Street where people can cone
in and talk to them and have their questions
answered. W're |ooking forward to the opportunity
to work with them

And so speaking for the chanmber board, |
urge you to swiftly approve this permt so we can go
ahead and see, you know, econoni c devel opnent happen
in Rock County. Thank you for your tine.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  Thank you.

OPERATOR A followup fromthe line of
Tara Kroger. Please, Tara, go ahead.

M5, TARA KROGER: Tara Kroger, T-A-R-A
Kroger, K-KRROGE-R | wanted to comment about the

gal that was worried about sound. | have been all
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the way up to the top of those w nd turbines working
when the bl ades were going, and it was just |like a
breeze. The sound is not an issue, | promse. W
are | ooking forward to hopefully seeing everyone and
wor ki ng and hel pi ng the econony. Thank you for your
time and consi derati on.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  Thank you.

OPERATOR: And we have the line of Gary
Papi k. Gary, please go ahead.

MR, GARY PAPIK: Yes, ny nane is Gry
Papi k, and ny last nanme is spelled P-A-P-1-K.  And |
t hi nk that Jane, our chanber director, pretty nuch
hit it right on the -- the nail on the head that
this is gonna be great for our conmunity, and it's
sonmet hing that we all need right now. | have a car
deal ership, and I'malso an investor in a |ot of
different projects in the comunity. And we need
this help to kind of get things kind of noving in
the right direction again, and any hel p you can get
to get this thing passed, we'd greatly appreciate
it. And thank you very nuch.

MS. SUZANNE STElI NHAUER:  Thank you for
your comrent.

OPERATOR:  There are no further comments

or questions in queue. Please continue.
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MS. SUZANNE STElI NHAUER Ckay. So if
there's nobody else on the line, | just want to

reiterate we really appreciate your coments and

your questions. W'Ill try to nore fully devel op
that information. | want to appreciate -- express
my appreciation for com ng out tonight. Even though

you don't have to drive on snowy roads, it's still
time out of your day, and we really appreciate that.

And then as a followup, if you think of
something later, we are taking witten coments
until the end of the day on January 26th, which is a
Tuesday. | think that's three weeks from t oday.
You can e-nmail the comments to ne, use an online
comment form fax comments, or mail comments. And
that information is avail able on our website in the
noti ce.

If there's nothing else, Mke, did you
want to cl ose things out?

MR. M CHAEL KALUZNI AK: Yes. Thank you,
Suzanne. | appreciate it.

Thank you, everybody, for participating
t oni ght . It means a lot to us, and we really,
really appreciate you com ng out and taking the
time. 1'd note that we had about 120 callers on

today, so that's a pretty good turnout for a | ot of
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our projects, out in the rural areas at | east.

Again, a rem nder that comments are due
on January 26th, Tuesday, at 4:30 p.m Also as a
followup, I'll just note that in the future we'll
be seeing the environnental report issuance, as well
as -- the Conm ssion will consider the draft site
permt issuance. And should they approve that draft
site permt, we will be back out again -- | should
say virtually out here and havi ng anot her public
hearing in this sense with an adm nistrative | aw
judge to consider the record further.

If you have any questions, please contact
nyself or Charley or Suzanne. And we're happy to
talk wth you anytine if you have questions and help
you with it. Charley is our public advisor. He's
t he person who's assigned by the Conmm ssion to help
peopl e participate in the process. W can't give
| egal advi ce obviously, but we'd be happy to help
you with those things if we could. Again, thank you
all for comng out, and with that I'll just sign off
and say thanks very nuch. Goodni ght.

MS. SUZANNE STEI NHAUER:  Thank you.

OPERATOR  Thank you, presenters. Ladies
and gentlenen, this ends today's conference call.

Thank you for participating. You nay now
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di sconnect.

(Proceedi ngs concl uded at

7:18 p.m)
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STATE OF M NNESOTA)
) SS.
COUNTY OF CARVER )

REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, Bridget E. Kelly, do hereby
certify that the above and foregoing transcript,

consisting of the preceding 60 pages is a

correct transcript of ny stenographic notes, and is,

a full, true, and conplete transcript of the
proceedings to the best of ny ability.
Dat ed January 18, 2021.

/s/Bridget E. Kelly
BRI DGET E. KELLY
Court Reporter
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