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NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD 
Issued: January 6, 2021  

 
In the Matter of the Application of Petroleum Fuels Company for a Gas Pipeline Routing Permit 
for the Pine Bend Pipeline Project in Dakota County 
 
PUC Docket Number(s):  IP-7042/PPL-20-872 

 
Comment Period:   Initial comment period closes January 18, 2021 at 4:30pm 

   Reply comment period closes January 25, 2021 at 4:30pm 

 
Comments received after the close of the comment period may or may not 
be considered by the Commission. 

 
 
Topic(s) Open for Comment:   

• Does the application contain the information required under Minnesota Rules parts 
7852.2100 to 7852.3100? 

• Should the Commission accept the application to begin the review process? 
• Are there other issues or concerns related to this matter? 

 
Background: 
On December 30, 2020, Petroleum Fuels Company (PFC) filed an application for a route permit 
and partial exemption from certain pipeline routing permit procedures with the Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission (Commission). The Project as proposed will include construction of a new 
four-inch steel pipeline approximately 5600 feet in length in Inver Grove Heights, MN. The 
proposed pipeline will transport gas from a Renewable Natural Gas Processing Facility to be 
constructed to process the landfill gas extracted from the Republic Services Pine Bend Landfill to a 
delivery point into the Northern States Power Company (NSPM) d/b/a Xcel Energy high-pressure 
gas system. The pipeline will operate at a pressure of 670 psig.  
 
The partial exemption review process is applicable to pipeline projects that are not anticipated 
to have significant environmental impacts. The partial exemption process is outlined in Minn. 
Rule 7852.0600 and applications are reviewed under the evaluation criteria outlined in Minn. 
Rule 7852.0700. The partial exemption review process is anticipated to be completed in 90 
days.  
 
Commission and Department of Commerce staff will hold a public meeting and solicit 
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comments on the proposed pipeline project and whether to grant the partial exemption and a 
route permit. 
 
If the Commission determines that the project will have significant environmental impacts, the 
Commission may deny the request for a partial exemption, and the applicant may then request 
that their project be considered under the full review process. 
 
Filing Requirements:  Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies are 
required to file documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling).  All parties, 
participants and interested persons are encouraged to use eFiling:  
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling and follow the prompts. 
 
Submit Public Comments: 

Online:            Visit mn.gov/puc, select Comment and follow the prompts 

Email:              publicadvisor.puc@state.mn.us 

U.S. Mail:        Consumer Affairs Office 
                          Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
                          121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
                          St. Paul MN  55101  
 
Full Case Record:  See all documents filed in this docket via the Commission’s website at 
mn.gov/puc, select Search eDockets, enter the year (20) and the docket number (872), select 
Search. 
 
Subscribe to receive email notification when new documents are filed in this docket at 
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling, select Subscribe to Dockets, and follow the prompts. 
 
Questions about this docket or Commission process and procedure?  Contact Commission staff, 
Cezar Panait at Cezar.Panait@state.mn.us or 651-201-2207 or Michael Kaluzniak at 
Mike.Kaluzniak@state.mn.us or 651-201-2257. 
 
Change your mailing preferences:  Email docketing.puc@state.mn.us or call Leesa Norton at 651-
201-2246. 
 

To request this document in another format such as large print or audio, call 651-296-0406 (voice).  
Consumers with a hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred Telecommunications Relay 
Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance.  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, Nancy Jia, hereby certify that I have this day, served a true and correct copy of the 
following document to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the attached 
list by electronic filing, electronic mail, courier, interoffice mail or by depositing the same 
enveloped with postage paid in the United States mail at St. Paul, Minnesota. 
 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
Notice of Comment Period 
 
Docket Number 
 
IP-7042/PPL-20-872 
 
Dated this 6th day of January, 2021 
 
 
 
/s/ Nancy Jia 
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