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MR. CHARLEY BRUCE: Hello, ny nane is
Charley Bruce, | work with the M nnesota Public
Uilities Comm ssion, and wel cone to the public
nmeeting for the Nobles Wnd Repowering Project,
Conmi ssi on Docket No. 09-584.

The topic of the night is the Nobles Wnd
Repowering Project. This involves Xcel Energy
retrofitting, or what we call repowering, the
currently operating Nobles Wnd Farmw th new
equi pnent, and Xcel representatives will go over
that project in greater detail later in the
present ati on.

Toni ght you're going to hear from
representatives like nyself fromthe Public
Uilities Conmission, M. David Birkholz fromthe
Departnment of Commerce, and Xcel Energy as well
about the proposed project.

I just want to rem nd everyone that you
are -- already know you have a comment to nake or a
question to ask, you can press star one on your
phones to get in the commenting queue, and we'l]l
take your questions after the presentation.

And | kind of went over this, but again,
I"'mwith the Public Wilities Conm ssion, and |I'm

going to start off the presentation, we'll nobve on
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to Xcel Energy, and then we will run it out with the
Departnent of Commerce Energy Environnental Review
and Anal ysis, and then the opportunity for you as
citizens to ask questions or provide coments.

As | said before, we're here at the
public informati on neeting about this Nobles Wnd
Repowering Project. What this neans is that we're
here both to provide information to you as citizens
about the proposed wi nd project and al so to answer
your questions. W're also |listening fromyou about
the potential inpacts of the repowering project on
your conmunity.

Sorry about that.

So -- and like | said, you're going to
hear fromtwo state regul atory agencies: The Public
Uilities Conm ssion, who has the final permtting
say over this proposed project, and al so the
Departnent of Commerce, who does a |lot of the
environnental work related to wi nd and sol ar
projects for the Conm ssion.

We'll each explain our role in the
permtting process of this proposed project, and
t hen the Conpany, Xcel Energy, wll explain why the
proposed project is needed and why we're going to --

what it will look like when it's -- if it's built.
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So the M nnesota Public Uilities
Conmmi ssion is here because we are a state agency.

We ensure that there's enough power produced and
enough transm ssion capacity to keep the lights on
and houses warmin the winter and cool in the
summer, and we ensure there are enough transm ssion
lines to nove power fromthe source to your

busi nesses or your hone.

We reqgul ate investor-owned utilities in
M nnesota, and we al so ensure that M nnesotans are
charged a reasonable rate for their power.

Si nce 2005, we are the regul atory body
wth the authority to permt energy generating
facilities and transm ssion lines for construction
in M nnesot a.

Alittle bit about the Comm ssion is it's
a five-nenber body. Al of our Conm ssioners are
appoi nted by the governor, they serve staggered
terms, and no one political party can have nore than
three nenbers at any given tine.

We function as a quasi-judicial body and
our powers and authority and functions really
resenbl e those as a court or a judge, and when
Comm ssioners nake a final decision about a project,

their decision carries the weight of |aw
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So as a Conm ssion staff nenber, you
m ght be wondering what do | do in these cases, |

hel p the Commi ssion gat her evidence, build a

record -- a record of public information, | analyze
information, and | eventually wll make
recomendati ons for the Conm ssioners who wll make

the final say about whether this permt should be
i ssued -- permt anendnent shoul d be i ssued.

This slide is kind of a flowhart of
where we are in the permtting process. Xcel Energy
has owned and operated the Nobles Wnd Farm si nce
2010, and like I nentioned before, they're proposing
upgrades. W're in the mddle of a repowering
process. The site permt amendnent has been fil ed.
A draft site permt was proposed and filed by the
Depart nent of Comrerce.

And the green box is where we are
tonight, this indicates an opportunity for the
public to provide input on the project, and we're
expecting a final decision on the project by July or
so of 20- -- this year, 2021.

Also, | just to -- | want to rem nd
everyone listening that, again, press star one if
you want to get in the queue and ask a question or

provide a comment. W' || be taking those after the
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present ati on.

This is the -- this slide is kind of a
timeline of what we've done so far. The application
for a permt anendnent to repower was subnmtted on
February 26th. The Departnent of Conmerce issued
its comments about the application and its
conpl et eness and proposed the draft site permt on
March 19t h, 2021. Tonight we are here on the 29th
of April to have the public information neeting.

There's currently a witten coment
period open that will -- coment period is open that
will end by May 24th, 2021. As | noted earlier,
you'll see that we're expecting a Conm ssion
deci sion around July this year.

So this slide shows how you can get
i nvol ved in the Conmm ssion's proceedings. So first
of all, you can provide witten coments during the
witten comment period, and again, the coment
period ends on May 24th. You can give verbal i nput
and ask questions tonight. There's also a court
reporter taking a transcript of the comments that
w |l be received tonight, and this will be included
in the record that will be reviewed by the
Conm ssioners before a final decision is made.

And then if you want to provide a conment
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by e-mail, there's an e-nail address to e-mail
comments to. There's ny nmailing address, we have
staff at the office who will nake sure that it's
filed away. |If you have any questions, that's ny
phone nunber, you can give ne a call, and we can

get -- | can help you with any comrents or questions
you m ght have about filing a comment.

This slide is probably part of the notice
that you saw, but it's just kind of the questions
that we're | ooking for comments on, you know, what
are the potential inpacts of the project, what
shoul d the Conm ssion consider when it's deciding
about -- nmaking a decision about the proposed
upgrades that were requested, should there be
conditions or any sort of anmendnents to the current
permt, and then should the Conm ssion approve the
request ed anendnent.

And, again, try to -- the coment period
iIs -- the initially corment period is open until May
10th, and the reply comment period closes on May
24th. So there's still sone tine to make your
coment, and try to include the Conm ssion's docket
nunber in your coments, again, that's 09-584.

If you' d like nore informati on about this

project, there's a few different ways to get
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information. You can check out the Departnment of
Commerce's website, which M. Birkholz wll have
nore informati on on, you can go to the Conmi ssion's
eDocket system so you can view all docunents that
have been filed related to this project.

You can sign up for a project nmailing
list which wll keep you inforned of nmjor project
m | estones, or you can subscribe to the docket.
This wll entail a lot of e-mails, but it is the
best way to ensure that you' re aware of any docunent
that's been filed about this project.

And, again, | want to thank you everybody
for taking tine out of their evening tonight. W
know t hat evenings are a precious tine, and we
really appreciate it, the nenbers of the public that
are taking tine out their day to cone and give
comrents and help build a record for the project.

Again, ny contact information is on the
screen, as well as M ke Kal uzni ak, another PUC
staffer. He's the public advisor on the project,
and his role with the project is just to ensure that
the process is easy and accessi ble for the public.
So if you have any questions and you cannot reach
nme, feel free to reach out to M ke and either one of

us wll be happy to hel p answer any questions.
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And with that, I'll be turning it over
to, | believe, Matt Langan wth Xcel Energy. Thank
you.

Matt, | believe you' re on mute still.

MR. MATHEW LANGAN: Thanks for that,
Charl ey, and just as a way of |ogistics here, |
think you have to click through the slides for neg;
is that correct?

MR. CHARLEY BRUCE: Yeah, that's correct.

MR, MATHEW LANGAN. Ckay. So I'll just
I et you know t hen when we're ready to nove from one
slide to the next.

But good eveni ng, everybody. M nane is
Matt Langan, I'mw th Xcel Energy. | think Charl ey
was alluding to it when he just spoke here, first
and forenost, under nornal circunstances, Charl ey
and | and David, who will speak later, along with
menbers of the project teamwould typically be doing
this in person. And, you know, that's our preferred
format, we -- to be on site in Nobles County
sonewhere, being able to speak face-to-face.
CGbvi ously we're not under normal circunstances these
days, so | want to thank Charley for arranging this
as a second-best alternate format, and |1'd like to

t hank everybody for taking tine out to join, either
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via the web or via phone tonight.

What | wll say is that we're here to
provi de sone project -- sone information about the
proposal that we have to repower the Nobles Wnd
Farm and then be able to accept comments for sure,
but al so answer questions, and we're going to do our

best to answer those here on the spot.

| guess | will reserve the right if
there's sonething that | am not able to answer
tonight, I'lIl commt to being -- to follow ng up

directly with you to address your question if we're
not able to tonight.

So | wanted to start out wth that
information, and then what 1'll say is ny role on
the project as part of the teamis to see that we
file a conplete application that describes entirely
our proposal. And that really is a package of
i nformati on and preconstruction studi es that we
conduct and provide the state for their review --
provide the public for their review

And so that's why we'll make sure that
application gets filed, and then I will be in the
| ead of, you know, follow ng that state review
process over the next several nonths. As well as

maki ng sure that when we go to construct the
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project, when we go to operate the project that
we're doing so in conpliance with the terns of the
permt that we're applying for.

And so, again, ny nanme is Matt Langan,
that's ny role on the team and everything | just
descri bed right there does not happen with one
person, certainly. There are a whole, you know,
project teamthat we have, folks from operations,
fol ks from environnental services, mappi ng agents.
We have, you know, of course, engineers and project
managenent, and those people, sone are participating
in the call tonight, others we have where we can
gain information fromthemin order to answer your
questi ons.

So just letting you know that we have a
t eam here toni ght hoping to answer your questions on
t he spot where we can, and so thank you for making
any of those questions or comments you want to make
ahead of tine.

The last thing I'll say before we nove on
to the next slide and we introduce the conpany and
the reason we're here tonight, this is -- oh, shoot,
a note just popped up that distracted ne. What |
was going to say is, certainly if you don't provide

a conmment tonight or don't get a question asked

Shaddix & Associates - Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - 1(800)952-0163 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

13

tonight, you still have opportunity, |ike Charl ey
was descri bing, through May 10th to offer a witten
commrent or a witten question, and that's sonethi ng
that we can reply to as well.

And inportantly, if you have nei ghbors
out there or acquai ntances, fol ks that you know
wanted to participate tonight but could not for one
reason or another, certainly let them know t hat
there's still opportunity to provide input or to ask
questions on the project. W've got sone contact
information at the end of our presentation where
they can, you know, e-mail or call us directly, and
then certainly Charley and David are providing their
information as wel|.

Ckay. We can nove to the next slide, if
you will, Charley.

First, we just want to tal k about Xcel

Energy as a conpany. W have service territory in

eight states, and that includes 3.6 mllion
electricity custoners and 2 mllion natural gas
cust oners.

We are a nationally recognized | eader in
w nd energy, energy efficiency, innovative
t echnol ogy, stormrestoration, and carbon em ssion

r educt i on.
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And, Charley, if you'll go to the next
sl i de.

This has been a real focus of our conpany
is to reduce our carbon levels from-- as conpared
to 2005. W' ve got sone interimgoals that we're
meeting or on track to neet, and ultinately
achi eving a vision of 100 percent carbon-free
electricity by the year 2050. Lots of work to do
bet ween then and now for sure, but this Nobles
proj ect has been and will continue to be part of
t hose goals, of that carbon-free future.

So Charl ey, you can go to the next page.

W -- there's a couple different -- in
order to do that, in order to -- for this repower to
be approved by the Conm ssion, there are a couple
di fferent steps of approvals that need to occur.

And one is where the Conpany needs to submt a
petition or a proposal to add generation to our m X,
and that's sonmething that we did in the | ast year.

And as part of that, our conpany proposed
upgr ades of four Upper M dwest wi nd farns, existing
wi nd farns where we're | ooking to repower those,
upgrade themw th new technol ogy, and then, you
know, extend the life of those wnd farns.

W presented that with the benefits
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associ ated, that we can actually save our custonmers
noney with the purchasi ng of the conponents, we can
i ncrease the energy that's produced. Again, we can
extend the life of the Nobles Wnd Farmitsel f and

the three others that we're proposing.

And then sone of the benefits,
additionally, are additional |andowner and | ocal
gover nment paynents either, you know, inmmediately or
over tine. And, again, it's helping us with our
carbon-free focus and goal s.

So that was a proposal that we submtted
to the Comm ssion | ast year, and we received
approval to nove forward with those proposals in
Decenber, Decenber of 2020. So that's the first --
that's the first approval the Conm ssion has to
issue for us to proceed with these projects and the
Nobl es Wnd Project.

The next step -- and yeah, Charley, |
think you can go to the next slide now.

The next step in approving this project
is the process we're in that Charl ey described right
now. We will need to seek amendnents to our permt,
our existing operating permt, in order to repower
this, and that includes a host of inpacts to

eval uate, tinelines to consider, conpliance
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obligations to neet.

And so that's really the part that we're
in now, we need to nake sure that we can conply with
the permts and everything that's out there with our
regulators on this. And it really does offer us a
chance to work with the community on making this the
best project it can be, trying to make it, you know,
awn-win for the community and for the environnent.

And so our proposal is to take that --
take the existing wwnd farmthat was built and
operational in 2010, that consisted of 134 GE
1.5 negawatt turbines, and retrofit that, if you
will, repower that wth new conponents that wl|l
upgrade the capacity of each turbine and extend the
life of the wind farm

And what that |ooks like is we -- and
we'll get into the construction details in a couple
slides here, but we'd like to have this built and
operational by the end -- by Decenber of 2022. W
are intending to repower 133 of the 134 turbines
wth GE 1.6 negawatt turbines. W'IIl talk about the
conponents of those specifically in a slide or two.

And we are going to replace one existing
turbine wwth a Vestas V136 nodel. And for those who

are famliar with the Nobles 2 Project that just
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built very recently just north of this project area,
those are the nodel of turbines that were used
there, the Vestas V136, so we'll replace one GE
turbine with a Vestas.

And then it is our intent also to
install -- during this repower to install an
aircraft detection lighting system And the aim
there is to, instead of having lights permanently on
the top within the nacelles on top of the towers, or
t hose permanently blinking, here they would -- we
woul d install a radar to know when approachi ng
aircraft were on their way and only activate the

lights at those tines of the evening. So we'd

have -- you know, we could have a mgjority of the
time with no lights on in -- on the turbines.
Charley, if you will, please nove to the

next sli de.

So to get into alittle bit nore of the
nuts and bolts of what the repower is, what the new
conponents are, you know, these turbines that are
repowered, first and forenost, they'll stay in the
sane place right now W're not -- with the
exception of the V136, which will nove about 60 to
100 feet in location, the rest of these -- the rest

of the repower wll be acconplished with the
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turbi nes on the sane foundation in the sane
| ocati on.

And what we're proposing to replace, and
to gain that added efficiency, are the bl ades
t hemsel ves, the hub that attaches the bl ade, and
t hen conponents within the nacelle of the w nd
t ur bi ne.

And specifically the Il ength of the bl ades
wll increase in many -- in nost cases froma
77-meter rotor dianeter, so, you know, the math on
that is 30 -- what is it, 38.5-neter blade, to a
97-nmeter rotor dianeter blade. So the bl ade | engths
t hensel ves wll increase about ten neters or
30-sonme -- 33 feet in length, each blade. What that
does is it increases the rotor-swept area and all ows
us to capture energy nore efficiently fromthe w nd
in the area.

There wll be sone turbines that are
retrofitted with 91-neter bl ades, and then of course
t he Vestas V136 repl acing one of the existing GE
1.5.

Charl ey, please, next slide.

Sone details around the construction
process itself, there you can see the conponents

that we just discussed. The power stays in place,
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the cell stays in place but gets sone conponents
repl aced, and then bl ades and hubs get replaced to
new | engt hs.

We're anticipating six to eight nonths
worth of construction, that includes renoving the
exi sting conponents and replacing wth new
conponents. And that would run from springtinme of
next year, 2022, sort of the second quarter of next
year once road restrictions are lifted, to the end
of the year, Decenber of 2022 or before, being up
and bei ng comerci ally operable.

We acconplish the sw tch-out of
conponents by cranes, and cranes woul d nove from
turbine to turbine. And what | know is that we have
| and agents that are out in the field, we've nade
contact with all the | andowners that support a
turbine currently, were to have a crane path on
their property, and have worked directly wth them
to optimze where those cranes paths woul d go.

I would say that if you're listening in
and that you have not had that opportunity to review
those, please first get in touch with us. W'd |liKke
to speak with you about how t hose crane paths can
reduce i npacts on your | and.

And then also that, if you want, the

Shaddix & Associates - Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - 1(800)952-0163 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

20

crane paths are avail able on the docket that

Charley -- online that Charley identified on map, so
you can view themthat way as well. But please
reach out if you haven't had a chance to, you know,
have a conversati on about optim zation of those
crane paths.

To reduce inmpacts on the |land, we are
pl anning to use construction matting on all crane
paths to reduce conpacti on across | and, and of
course |land that where there is conpaction, we do
work with the | andowner to restore that land to its
original condition after that tenporary use of the
crane paths.

And then of course at each turbine there
will be sone tenporary workspace to take the old
conponents off, install the new conponents. CQur
revi ew has included a maxi num 400-f oot radius around
each turbine foundati on to accommopdat e t hat
t enporary wor kspace, and our i npact eval uation has
foll owed al ong with that.

But that's another issue, if you have
concerns about the area around your turbine
f oundati on, please get in touch with us at the
contact information that we'l|l provide, and we're

happy to work with you on what works best for the
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| aydown and the construction area around each
t ur bi ne.

And then sonething that we'll do is w're
going to work with the county and state road
authorities where perhaps sone turning radii or some
public road i nprovenents may need to be made in
order to conduct the deliveries, in order to bring
t he conponents out to the site, and that's sonething
that we work with Charley and David's group, again,

t he county hi ghway department, and MhDOT as well to
make sure that we're doing all that properly and in
conpl i ance.

Ckay. So next -- if you wll, Charl ey,
the next slide is ny final slide.

And this is just really a few different
ways to get in touch with us or to keep up with the
project and the process of it. These will be
avai l able not only through this tinme of state revi ew
of our permt application, but afterwards and
t hr oughout constructi on.

W have an e-mail devoted specifically to
the project. You can e-mail us there, we nonitor
that, and reapply to it. Sane thing for that
general project phone nunber, if -- you can | eave a

nmessage there and a project team nenber -- the
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correct project teamnenber wll reply to you.

And then we do have a web page devel oped
for this project and you can track updates and
devel opnents on that if that's a good way for you to
keep track of the project.

And, again, | would just say, | hope that
everybody here either saw the newspaper ad that we
put in the Worthington 3 obe or received directly an
e-mail notice of tonight's neeting. |If you are
awar e of sonebody that is not getting those
mai l i ngs, if sonebody nentioned that to you or maybe
you're joining tonight and you never received a
mai | i ng, please get in touch with us at this
contact. W want to get you -- we would like to get
you on the mailing list so that you will receive
routi ne updates, and we're sorry to have m ssed you
on the first round.

Ckay. Wth that, Charley, that's all |
had to say. |1'll stand by later for any questions
that m ght cone up. Thank you.

MR, CHARLEY BRUCE: All right. Davi d, |
think you' re up.

MR. DAVID BIRKHOLZ: Am | unnuted then?

MR CHARLEY BRUCE: Yes, you are.

MR. DAVI D Bl RKHOLZ: Ckay. Good eveni ng,
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everyone. |'mjust asking because through the

m grate organi zation, |I'm always planning on this
ener gy project about four m nutes before the

nmeeti ng, mny earbuds said, you know you're going to
run out of energy on your earbuds so you better
rethink that plan.

So here | amand it's -- |I'mworking, so
you can ask ne questions if you m ssed sonet hi ng
that -- I'musing anti que equi pnment here as we go.

But | am David Birkholz with the Energy
Envi ronnent al Revi ew and Anal ysis, which is the unit
of Departnent of Commerce's energy division that
deals with energy facilities. W do sonme pl anni ng,
nostly environnental review, and al so any technical
assi stance to the Public Uilities generally comes
from our departnent and from our unit.

So we've been perform ng that function
since 2005, and before that we did the sane for the
EQB when we were the decisionmaki ng people. So
we' ve been working wth the wi nd devel opnent process
since -- well, for over 20 years -- well, since the
begi nni ng.

Coul d you pass the slide, please?

All right. On this particular project --

and again, it's good to talk to a group out here
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because everyone out in the -- in your area is
obviously famliar with wi nd devel opnent and the

w nd processes, but to be real specific about this
one that we're involved in today, as was menti oned
earlier, there was a 2010 permt, and this was built
about ten years ago and put into service.

As M. Langan earlier stated, the
turbines will basically be staying put, soit's a
| ot sinpler process in that regard so that we're not
desi gning a | ayout and having to do environment al
review of where the mcrositing of turbines needs to
t ake pl ace.

But there are quite a few things that do
need to be changed. So we basically started out
wth the permit as it existed, and then we | ooked at
the things that are going to need to take -- be
consi dered and be taken care of going forward in
order to nake this update efficient and
environnental | y sound.

So we started out with an obvi ous point
that if you have | arger turbine blades that you're
addi ng on and that you'll have a requirenent for a
t hree-by-five RD setback, a rotor dianeter setback,
from nonparticipati ng | andowner parcels, then there

has to be sone considerati on made for that.
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The conpany, Xcel Energy, is currently
out there, and I'msure many of you have tal ked to
them they're trying to make arrangenents or
agreenents about that extension. But there also is
the concept in the -- in the permt that a variance
may be allowed for a certain percentage of the
set backs that don't neet that requirenent, that no
arrangenent has been nade but that wll still not
have an actual inpact on the adjacent |andowner.

And | should say that the three-by-five
setback that is considered -- has been consi dered
over the years has changed and devel oped to the best
that we can estimate as a reasonable place, but it's
not -- it's not a magi c nunber.

And it's specifically -- | want to nmake
the point, it's specifically nade to protect
devel opnent rights. So it's not a specific nunber,
but it is whatever's required to nmake sure that
nonparti ci pati ng nei ghboring | andowners are still
able to protect their own devel opnment rights. So
that's where that stands, and you have sone nore
questions about that |ater.

But the other things that we did is we
sat down and redrafted a site permt that existed.

W still had to consider all the sane ot hers i ssues,
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as you'll see on the slides, the soils, roads,
lighting, noise, all of those things are being
reconsi der ed.

As M. Langan nentioned, the aircraft
detection lighting systemis being required now
generally by the Commssion in all of its new
permts.

And it's interesting that you have an
exanpl e right north of you there in Nobles to the
project, in which | was a consultant as well from
the state perspective, giving us a proof of concept,
if you will, on the ALDS systens. And there are
ot her new ones com ng on that we're doing, but |'ve
driven out there enough tinmes in the dark, and in
t he Nobl es project out there, it was always a thing
to see -- quite a thing to see, the blinking red
lights were as far as you can see in the night. And
| think this is an incredible devel opment that can
be greatly mtigated at this point in tinme, and

that's definitely a piece of this particular draft

permt.

Ckay, Charl ey.

The other things that will be readdressed
and reevaluated are the things you will see in this

slide. The best environnmental and human approaches
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are continually devel oping, continually evol ving,
and certainly our understandi ng of them and our
know edge of them so we try to incorporate into
each new pernmt the best information that we have.
And for this project, we will have a
post construction noi se nonitoring, so -- and
essentially that's designed to nmake sure that the
noi se nodels that you see in the application when we
review it are actually -- they're actually living up
to that and they're actually neeting the concepts.
So overall as we go forward, we're able
to make sure that when we review noise nodeling in a
permt we are able to say that we've tested that
after the fact and those -- we're able to understand
whi ch nodel s are accurate and to be trusted in
pl anni ng.
We al so have -- there will be
additional -- wth the new turbines and the new
size, there wwll be a new round of bird and bat
fatality nonitoring that goes on, and that wll be
going for two years in this case. And the conpany
wll be working with our unit and also with the DNR
and the Federal -- FW5 -- WIldlife Service, to
conti nue that study, so we continue to |earn nore

about reducing bird and bat fatalities.
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And al so there will be an updated
decomm ssi oni ng plan. The deconmm ssioning plan w ||
be reeval uated every five years, but that's an
i mportant thing to know that the permt fully
considers the fact that this may at sone tine -- the
life of the project may cone to an end, and the
return to the original use as close as possible is
t he t hi nki ng behind an updat ed deconm ssi oni ng pl an.

So go ahead, Charl ey.

So these are all things in the draft
permt, the information you have from M. Langan,
the other things, these are all things that are open
for discussion sensibly before the Comm ssion turns
around and gives a permt.

So we have a draft site permt, but
that's not -- it doesn't necessarily have to be the
final version. W'd like to have a | ot of |ocal
comment and | ocal inpact and probably you all know
the drill. So all the information that we can get
about | ocal inpact is going to be extrenely useful
for designing the final site permt for this new
pl an.

And ny recommendation is -- at this point
intine is to go to our website and | ook. W

have -- when we -- we worked at EERA with the
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conpany to nmake sure that they reviewed the things
t hat we thought needed to be reviewed in order to
put in an application.

At which tinme, again, we put together the
draft site permt when they did submt their
application. | recommend that you go to the --
either the EERA website or the eDocket site and
actually open up these docunents. Because we went
t hrough and descri bed our review of the application
and we went through and descri bed why we were naking
recommendati ons for change to the permit that we
wer e naki ng, and we al so have included a full and
devel oped draft of that site application.

So in order to hel p you nake conmments on
your opi nion and your view ngs about what's included
and what's not included and what may be i nproved
upon, you woul d probably be best served to actually
pull that up and read it.

Al so, just as a sidenote, in the
application that's filed, you can review that as
well. That's a very useful docunent to review, and
in that application there are appendi ces that you'll
note that have actual -- the bird and bat protection
pl an or the conservation plan and the new

deconmm ssioning plan are spelled out in those
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appendi ces, so those are good things to read to make

sure that you can understand the project fully.

So one nore, | think.
Ckay. Now this is on the website -- or
this is on the -- Charley is posting, or has posted,

the slide presentation fromtonight on the eDocket
site, and so | have included these actual live |inks
to our EERA site. So you can actually click
directly through to those docunents about which

was speaki ng, so you can actually see our conmments
and recommendati ons and actually see the other
information relevant to the project, including the
appl i cation.

So | highly reconmmend, again, that as we
have ten days, | believe, for comments, go ahead and
make comrents tonight, go ahead and nmake comments if
you want, but | also recomend goi ng ahead and
reviewi ng that information. And just because you've
made comments one tinme doesn't nean you can't go
back after you've nmade sone eval uati ons and nake
addi ti onal comments, so please feel free to do that.

And there is one nore slide, |I'msure.

Ah, there's two nore slides, yeah, right.
Just to be clear, there's freedom about

what you want to say and what you want to ask
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that's perfectly fine, but if you ve seen the notice
itself, these are the questions that are really
going to be hel pful for the Comm ssion as they nake
a deci si on about whether this repowering project
should go forward, and if so, what needs to be
addressed in the permt.

And the first thing you'll be making
comments on are human and environnmental i npacts,
those -- what's going to affect your |and, what's
going to affect your life in the area. So go back
t hrough the permt, feel free to make comments about
what permt conditions need to be changed or what
ones are m ssing. And then, of course, the final
question is, should the Comm ssion approve the
repowering, which is what we're conming to in the
end.

But if it does, we want to make sure it's
done right. If it's done right, we need to have
that done in the final permt, and if we're going to
do the final permt correctly, we're going to need
the i nput of the people who live in the project
ar ea.

So that effectively ends ny presentation,
there's one nore slide for a reference point. So

"Il leave it to the call person to go ahead and
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give you infornmation on how to go ahead and nake

conment .

As was nentioned earlier, M. Langan,
M. Bruce, and nyself will be available to answer
questions, questions we can't answer will be

responded to the future. As you make your comments
and when you bring in further comments, we wll be
responding to themin reply conments.

So -- but otherwi se, feel free to contact
us, feel free to ask us tonight, feel free to make
coments tonight, and feel free to make comrents
t hr oughout the peri od.

So thank you very nuch for listening to
me and for participating tonight, and I will turn it
over to the call director

PHONE OPERATOR All right. Everyone, as
a rem nder to ask a question or if you want to nake
a conment, you need to press star one on your
t el ephone keypad. Again, that's star one on your
t el ephone keypad. W will pause for a just a nonent
to conpile the Q&A roster

MR. CHARLEY BRUCE: Hey, operator, this
is Charley.

PHONE COPERATOR: There are no questi ons.

MR. CHARLEY BRUCE: Oh, okay. That's
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what | was going to ask. W can give it a couple
nore mnutes. Again, this is Charley wth the
Public Utilities Comm ssion. I want to -- again,
you know, if anybody has any inspiration, please
press star one and hopefully we can answer a
question for you.

Operator, did soneone just join the
queue?

PHONE OPERATOR  Yes, sir. CQur first
question cones fromthe |ine of Nathan Runke. Your
line is open.

MR. NATHAN RUNKE: So, yeah, ny nane is
Nat han Runke, so that's NA-T-HA-N, RUNK-E |
don't know if I have to do that on all of these, but
| work for a conpany -- or a union at
(i ndi scernible), and we just wanted to nmake the
coment that we really do appreciate --

THE REPORTER: M. -- M. Runke, hello.
H, this is Christine.

MR. NATHAN RUNKE: Yeah.

THE REPORTER: I'mthe court reporter,
you cut out for a second after you said --

MR, NATHAN RUNKE: Ch, sorry.

THE REPORTER: -- a union, and then |

m ssed what you said after that. Thank you.

Shaddix & Associates - Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - 1(800)952-0163 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

34

MR. NATHAN RUNKE: Yeah. Sure. It's the
| nternational Union of Operating Engi neers, Local
49. W represent heavy equi pnent operators in
M nnesota and both of the Dakotas. And we j ust
wanted to kind of -- or kind of convey our nenbers
and our support for this repower project.

Xcel has been a really amazi ng part ner
over the last few years with the trades and things
li ke that to work through projects like this, and it
really offered nenbers |ike ours great opportunities
to create, like, famly-staining jobs in that -- in
Sout hwest M nnesota and, frankly, throughout the
state. So we just wanted to convey our support for
the project, and yeah, we hope that it gets
approved, and that was all ny coment.

MR. CHARLEY BRUCE: Thank you, M. Runke.

MR. NATHAN RUNKE: And then how do | get
of f?

MR. CHARLEY BRUCE: There you go. The
operator takes care of that.

PHONE OPERATOR: Again, as a rem nder,
everyone, if you would |like to ask a question or
make a comnment, please press star one on your
t el ephone keypad.

MR. CHARLEY BRUCE: Well, in the
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meantinme, again, this is Charley with the Public
Uilities Comm ssion, | just want to rem nd everyone
that there is a comment period open, and I'll go
back to the slide. So please, you know, if you
are -- have any comments to nake, questions to be
answered, here are the questions that the Conm ssion
Is seeking comments on. The comment period is open
until May 10th, and then there'll be a reply coment
period until May 24th, on any help that the
Conmi ssion and the Departnent of Commerce can get
fromlocal citizens describing the inpacts of the
projects on their community, it helps us build a
better record and a better record for our
Conmi ssioners to review and base their decision on,
so pl ease hel p us out.

It 1ooks |ike we mght have one nore
commenter in the queue, QOperator.

PHONE OPERATOR  Yes, sir, we have one
call er on the queue. Please state your first and
| ast name, and the line wll be open.

MR. GARY KLEVE: Gary Kl eve.

MR. CHARLEY BRUCE: M. Kleve, could you
spell your nane for the court reporter.

MR, GARY KLEVE: K-L-E-V-E

MR. CHARLEY BRUCE: All right. And do
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you have a comment or a question?

MR, GARY KLEVE: Yeah, when this -- these

w nd generators first were put up, | was prom sed
conpensation for the noise and everything. |'mjust
wondering if that's going to happen again. | never

got conpensation for any of it.

MR. CHARLEY BRUCE: Thank you, M. Kleve.
You know, those are contracts with the | andowners
and Xcel .

M. Langan, would you have anything to
add to M. Kleve' s question?

MR. MATHEW LANGAN. Ckay. Good, that's
wor ki ng. Thank you, Charl ey.

And good evening, M. Kleve. | guess |
woul d have to know i f you have been -- if you are
wthin the three-by-five rotor dianmeter setback, are
you aware, have you spoken with any of our | and

agents from WEB & Associ at es?

MR. GARY KLEVE: | spoke with the ones
that are going around signing us up to -- for a
variance on it. They're -- you know, |'m supposed

to be getting a check fromyou guys, from Xcel
Energy or whoever is doing this. And I'm-- you
know, I'"'mjust wondering if you're going to be

paying this or not. They said --
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MR, MATHEW LANGAN:  Sur e.

MR. GARY KLEVE: -- they are going to be,
so | don't have a tower right on ny land, but I'm
surrounded by them

MR, MATHEW LANGAN:. Ckay.

MR. GARY KLEVE: 1|1've got three in back
of me and three in front of ne and a couple to the
north of ne, you know.

MR, MATHEW LANGAN:. Ckay.

MR. GARY KLEVE: And |I'm just wondering,
you know -- yeah.

MR, MATHEW LANGAN: I'"'msorry, | was
going to ask, so did -- were you offered a
partici pati on agreenent that was -- that you
recently signed or --

MR. GARY KLEVE: Yeah. Yes, | have.

MR. MATHEW LANGAN: Okay. And so | think
maybe your question is, when do paynents go out for
those participation agreenents in the project?

MR. GARY KLEVE: Yeah, |'m just
wonderi ng, you know, if this was all a big farce or
if you're actually going to pay. You know, the ones
that don't have a wi nd generator on their land, if
we're still going to get conpensated for the shadows

and the noise and all that other stuff.
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MR. MATHEW LANGAN. So, sir, yes, there
will be -- if you signed a participation agreenent,
there is a paynent associated with that.

MR, GARY KLEVE: Ckay.

MR, MATHEW LANGAN. And what | can --
what | can conmt to is getting one of our
representatives in touch with you about details
around paynent schedules. It is for real, sir, just
to answer your questi on.

MR. GARY KLEVE: Ckay. Well, that's
what -- that's what | really want to know.

MR. MATHEW LANGAN: Sure, you bet.

MR. GARY KLEVE: You know, because --

MR. MATHEW LANGAN:  And |'ve got your
nane taken down here, and |I'll make sure that one of
our land agents is in touch with you about the
schedul e for paynents and the like. Is that -- is
that -- does that sound good?

MR. GARY KLEVE: Yeah, yeah.

MR. MATHEW LANGAN:. Ckay.

MR. GARY KLEVE: | was just | ooking for
the contract that | signed here now But yeah, |
signed a contract on it, and in fact, the paynent is
supposed to be towards the end of this nonth,

begi nni ng of next nont h.
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MATHEW LANGAN:  Ckay.
GARY KLEVE: And so, yeah.

2 3 3

MATHEW LANGAN:  Ckay.

MR. GARY KLEVE: Ckay. Yeah, that's what
| was just wondering. And then other thing, |
couldn't sign in on the Internet to watch the
present ati on.

MR. MATHEW LANGAN:. Ckay.

MR. GARY KLEVE: | don't know what in the
heck was wong with that but --

MR, MATHEW LANGAN:. Ckay.

MR. GARY KLEVE: -- has the incorrect --
t hat nunber and the incorrect password, so -- but
that's the only thing |I've got.

MR, MATHEW LANGAN:. Ckay. Well, |
appreci ate the question, sir, and like | say, |'ve
got your nane down. And we'll have one of our |and
agents get in touch with you and clarify, you know,
t he schedul e of paynents and the terns of the
agreenent, but thanks for signing and we'll be in
t ouch soon.

MR. GARY KLEVE: All right. Thank you.

MR. MATHEW LANGAN: Thank you.

MR. CHARLEY BRUCE: Thanks. I'mreally

sorry, M. Kleve, you had sone difficulty signing in
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to the video portion of tonight's presentation. As
David, M. Birkhol z, nentioned before, the
presentation is available on the Public Uilities
Commi ssion's website, so that's mm. gov/ puc.

And if you go to our calendar, there's a
noti ce about tonight's neeting and the presentation
is included there, and I wll also be uploading the
presentation to our eDocket system David said I
had -- | was slated to do it tonorrow norning, I
just wanted to nake sure there were no last mnute
changes, but |I'll be uploading it there as well, so
that's anot her avenue to get ahold of this
present ati on.

And, again, I'msorry that it didn't
quite work out this evening, but |I'mglad you were
able to get in touch with us via the audi o option
and get your question answered with the Xcel
representative, M. Langan, so that's great.

Do we have any nore commenters, Ann?

PHONE OPERATOR: At this tine we don't
have any comment or questions, but everyone, if you
woul d |i ke to make a comrent or question, feel free
to press star one to open your |ine.

MR. CHARLEY BRUCE: | think one other

thing that 1'd like to nention is, you know, there's
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a lot of contact information wth nyself,

M ke Kal uzni ak, the public advisor on this project,
M. Birkhol z, and Xcel representatives. So if you
have any questi ons about the project that m ght --
if your inspiration hits after this neeting, you
know, please feel free to reach out to any of us.
We are all know edgeabl e about the project.

And if you have any specific questions
about the process and the Comm ssion itself, feel
free to contact ne or Mke Kaluzniak. |If you have
any questions about the draft site permt or sone of
the environnental inpacts, feel free to reach out to
M. Birkholz. You know, all of our contact
information is included, and we're here to answer
questions and provi de any assi stance that anyone may
need.

| think we'll give it a couple nore
m nutes here, and then if we do not have any nore
commenters -- unless if M. Langan or M. Birkhol z
has anything to add, but a couple nore m nutes and
then if no one el se presses star one, we can call it
a neeting.

MR. MATHEW LANGAN:. Charley, this is
Matt, | do not have anything else for this evening,

but I'lIl stand by for a few mnutes if additional
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conmments or questions cone in.

MR. DAVID BI RKHOLZ: And | would just
add -- and again, thanks for com ng, but as
frustrating as it is for all the attendees, it's
also incredibly frustrating to do neetings in this
manner, and hopefully the world is com ng around
soon enough to where we can actually get out and do
t hese things face-to-face.

It's certainly in the interest of all the
people on this end to be out there on site, and the
state is planning to do that as quickly and as
efficiently as possible when it's reasonable to do
so, so hopefully that's real soon.

MR. CHARLEY BRUCE: Yeah. Thank you, and
that's a really great note that this is strange
tines to be doing this kind of neeting and this kind
of work. So we're doing our best under the
restrictions that are in place, and |i ke David
menti oned, we hope to be out in the comunity
talking to people eye-to-eye in the |ocal community.

Operator, do we have any nore peopl e
ready to ask a question or provide any coment ?

PHONE OPERATOR: No ot her questions or
comments at this time. You nay conti nue.

MR, CHARLEY BRUCE: Ckay. | think at
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this point if no one else junps in to provide any
comments or provide any -- have any questions
answered, we'll just, again, put the slide up again
about the comment period. Please feel free to --
you know, we're accepting witten comments, again,
through May 10th and reply coments until May 24t h.
If you do choose to provide a witten conment,
again, try to include the docket nunber, 09-584.

And with that, | hope everyone has a
great evening. Thank you for spendi ng your Thursday
night with us, and let's be safe out there and thank
you very nmuch.

PHONE OPERATOR:  This concludes this
conference call. Thank you all for participating.
You nay now di sconnect.

(Public comrent concl uded.)
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