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Center for Energy and Environment

July 26, 2021

Will Seuffert, Executive Secretary
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7th Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, MN 55101

RE: Center for Energy and Environment’s Preferred Decision Options in the Matter of a Proposal
by Northern States Power Company d/b/a Xcel Energy to Offer an Unregulated Energy,
Infrastructure, and Sustainability Program for Business Customers

Docket Number E,G002/M-21-329

Dear Mr. Seuffert,

Center for Energy and Environment (CEE) appreciates the opportunity to share our preferred
decision options for the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) meeting on July 29,
2021 in the above captioned matter. We appreciate the time that the Commission and the
Minnesota Department of Commerce have committed to this matter to date. We also appreciate
Xcel Energy’s willingness to engage in productive discussions with us about our concerns with the
initial filing in this docket. We expect those fruitful conversation to continue.

That said, we agree with Commission staff that there are “many significant policy concerns and
questions raised by Xcel Energy’s initial filing and notice of its intent to offer non-regulated
services.”! We also agree that record development on the important issues that staff listed in the
July 21, 2021 briefing papers to this docket will be helpful, as well as discussion of what the role
of new unregulated services or entities offered by investor-owned utilities should be within the
comprehensive regulatory compact we all benefit from in Minnesota. One of the fundamental
principles of CEE’s policy advocacy is that:

We work to ensure that Midwestern energy utilities: 1) provide highly reliable,
affordable and increasingly clean utility service with top-notch customer service,
universal and non-discriminatory access to services and programs, and well-
designed opportunities to help all of their customers reduce their energy use and
costs; and 2) achieve and enable reductions in greenhouse gas emissions at the
pace and scale necessary to meet the climate challenge.

In exchange, we defend the opportunity of these utilities to succeed as the
primary energy service provider to their customers and the ability of regulators to

1 Staff briefing papers at page 3



effectively regulate them, to safeguard the equitable and affordable delivery of
these public interest outcomes.?

To ensure the critical public interest outcomes we expect from the delivery of these essential
utility services, we all must be vigilant about the strength and structure of the Minnesota
regulatory compact, whether that is with regard to third parties encroaching on a utility’s retail
customers or an investor-owned utility stepping outside of its regulated role. To this end, we
support Commission staff’'s recommended decision options for this docket, 3a through 3c.

We thank the Commission and parties for their time and attention to this matter and thank the
Commission for its consideration of our remarks. Please contact me at apartridge@mncee.org
with any questions.

Sincerely,

Audrey Partridge
Regulatory Policy Manager

2 https://www.mncee.org/our-policy-framework



AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE

DOCKET NUMBERS E,G002/M-21-329

I, Audrey Partridge, herby certify that on this 26" day of July 2021, | served Center for Energy
and Environment’s Preferred Decision Options in the Matter of a Proposal by Northern States
Power Company d/b/a Xcel Energy to Offer an Unregulated Energy, Infrastructure, and
Sustainability Program for Business Customers in Docket No. E,G002/M-21-329 on the
following persons on the attached Service Lists by:

XX_ placing such filing in envelopes, properly addressed, and depositing the same in
the Post Office at the City of Minneapolis, for delivery by the United States Post
Office as directed by said envelopes.

XX_ electronic filing

/s/ Audrey Partridge
Audrey Partridge
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