@ Xcel Energy-

414 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

August 4, 2021
—Via Electronic Filing—
Will Seuffert
Executive Secretary
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7™ Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul, MN 55101

RE:  SUPPLEMENTAL REPLY COMMENTS
GAS AFFORDABILITY PROGRAM
DOCKET NoO. G002/M-21-220

Dear Mr. Seuffert:

Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, submits to the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission this Reply to the July 21, 2021
Supplemental Comments of the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Division of
Energy Resources (Department) regarding our 2020 Gas Affordability Program
(GAP) Annual Report and proposed tariff modification.

We thank the Department for their recommendation that the Commission
approve our 2020 GAP Annual Report and approve our proposed tariff
modification to reduce the affordability credit threshold from 4 percent to 3
percent of participating customer income. In these Supplemental Reply
Comments, we provide some clarifications to the Department’s recommendations
regarding the modification and reporting.

First, the Department referred to our proposal to reduce the affordability credit
threshold from 4 percent to 3 percent as a temporary change. While we made this
proposal at this time because it will help reduce the significant GAP tracker
balance, we believe the change will be sustainable and ultimately be more impactful
to customers in need of energy assistance. As we do in each GAP annual report,
we will continue to evaluate our tracker balance and assess whether any program
design changes are needed at that time. Second, if the tracker falls below the
Department’s noted $50,000 threshold, we will consider the full program design
when recommending any changes to make sure we are able to provide impactful
benefits to as many customers as possible. We believe the current annual
reporting process is sufficient to allow us to fully examine both the tracker balance
and the program design.
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We respecttully request the Commission accept our 2020 GAP Annual Report and
approve our proposed tariff modification as filed.

We have electronically filed this document with the Minnesota Public Utilities

Commission, and copies have been served on the parties on the attached service
list.

Please contact Martha Hoschmiller at martha.e.hoschmiller@xcelenergy.com /
612-330-5973 or me at bridget.dockter(@xcelenergy.com / 612-337-2096 if you
have any questions regarding this filing.

SINCERELY,

/s/

BRIDGET DOCKTER
MANAGER, POLICY AND OUTREACH

c: Service List


mailto:martha.e.hoschmiller@xcelenergy.com
mailto:bridget.dockter@xcelenergy.com

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Mustafta Adam, hereby certify that I have this day served copies of the foregoing
document on the attached list of persons.

xx by depositing a true and correct copy thereof, properly enveloped
with postage paid in the United States mail at Minneapolis, Minnesota

xx electronic filing

DoCKET No. G002/M-21-220

Dated this 4th day of August 2021

/s/

Mustafa Adam
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