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Analyst Marc Fournier 

 
1. Does the Commission have sufficient documentation through the filed FCC Form 481 
 to be assured that the high-cost funds received by each ETCs have been, and will be, 
 used for their intended purpose, pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 54.314? 
 
 a.  Recertify all companies as indicated in Table 1 of Attachment A of this revised 
  decision options document (Department, OAG, Minnesota Independent   
  Companies ). 
 
  b.  Do not recertify some or all the ETCs listed. 
 
2. In the event a high cost ETC has not filed an executed affidavit, should the Commission 
 require an executed affidavit be filed as a replacement? 
 
 a. Require that all high-cost ETCs to file executed affidavits with their Minnesota  
  FCC Form 481 filings in future years (OAG). 
 
 b. Require the ETC to file a replacement affidavit within thirty (30) days of the  
  Commission’s 2021 ETC recertification order (OAG). 
 
 
3. What action shall the Commission take with respect to tribal outreach? 
 
 
 a.  Provide a detailed plan on how, in 2021, it will meaningfully and appropriately  
  engage with all the Tribes it serves during the remainder of 2021 and the first  
  half of 2022, within 30 days of the Commission’s Order in this matter. The plan  
  should include (Department):  
 
  i. the company’s plan to address the individual reporting requirements in  
   Form 481; 
 
   ii. the name, position, and contact information of the person primarily  
   responsible for Tribal engagement, and  
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  iii. the ongoing duties that person will have with respect to Tribal   
   engagement. 
 
 b.  Provide quarterly reports to memorialize the ongoing efforts of each of the  
  companies that serve Tribal lands. The quarterly reports are on the following  
  dates each year (Department):  
 
  i. January 1; 
 
  ii. April 1; 
 
  iii. July 1 (as part of an ETCs annual 481 filing); and  
 
  iv. October 1. 
 
(Minnesota Independent Companies Alternative Decision Option) 
 
 c. Require additional interaction (meetings) between the Department of   
  Commerce and Commission Staff regarding tribal engagement (Minnesota  
  Independent Companies). 
 
 
 c. d. Take no action regarding Tribal engagement. 
 
  
4. What action should the Commission take with respect to Federal Lifeline requirements 
 and the Commission’s July 20, 2021 Order and August 2, 2021 Notice in Docket 20-
 747 and 21-8? 
 
 
 a.  Direct all high cost ETCs to file their Lifeline Outreach Plans, in compliance with  
  the requirements of the Commission’s August 2, 2021 Notice of Lifeline Outreach 
  Filing Requirements, if they have not yet done so (Department).  
 
 b.  Take no action regarding Lifeline.  
 
 c.  Other action the Commission deems appropriate. 
 
 
5.  Should the Commission certify the Companies whose SACs are registered in a state 
 other than Minnesota, but who have customers within Minnesota? 
 
 a.  Do not certify the Companies whose SACs are registered in a state other than  
  Minnesota, but who have customers within Minnesota (Department). 
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 b.  Certify the Companies whose SACs are registered in a state other than   
  Minnesota, but who have customers within Minnesota as listed in Attachment A  
  Table 2 of the OAG’s August 31, 2021 comments. (OAG and    
  Minnesota Independent Companies ). 
 
 c.  Take no action on this issue. 
 
VI.  Staff Recommendations  
 
Staff recommends that the Commission adopt: 1a, 2a or 2b, 3a, 3b, 4a, and 5a 5b. 
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