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Hello,
 
Attached please find public comments regarding Docket No. E,G-999/CI-20-375 from Violence Free
Minnesota. Please let me know if you need anything additional from our agency.
 
Warm regards,
 
Katie Kramer
Pronouns:  She/Her/Hers
Policy Director
 
VIOLENCE FREE MINNESOTA
60 Plato Blvd., E. - Suite 230
St. Paul, MN 55107
Ph. 651.646.6177 – x127
Cell. 651.356.2318
Fax. 651.646.1527
www.violencefreeminnesota.org
 
Like us on Facebook |
Follow us on Twitter |
Follow us on Instagram |
 

 

mailto:kkramer@vfmn.org
mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.violencefreeminnesota.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cconsumer.puc%40state.mn.us%7C2265d90fc088490e7c0608d977bb5623%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C637672469627144955%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=8eRSTroc%2BfMnp7C0RZ5GccAXbPk4Vi5rmeSpGIeaU0I%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FViolenceFreeMN&data=04%7C01%7Cconsumer.puc%40state.mn.us%7C2265d90fc088490e7c0608d977bb5623%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C637672469627144955%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=N6UTGsPkSB3Ud3z2ADKq7wk30%2B%2F88kdYu%2FicuMIpNeo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2FViolenceFreeMN&data=04%7C01%7Cconsumer.puc%40state.mn.us%7C2265d90fc088490e7c0608d977bb5623%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C637672469627154912%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=XM%2BWagOnGOc8ziMJPNm5teLqR37FrEWoGYQyNiphs4s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2FViolenceFreeMN&data=04%7C01%7Cconsumer.puc%40state.mn.us%7C2265d90fc088490e7c0608d977bb5623%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C637672469627154912%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=caH5SN8pk%2Bzu8dEnVU6YgkcpkXPKOUzLc8rksAog918%3D&reserved=0

-~

)

NNESOTA IS SAFER TOGETHER







 
 


September 14, 2021 


VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 


Will Seuffert 


Executive Secretary 


Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 


121 7th Place E, Suite 350 


St. Paul MN 55101 


Re: In the Matter of the Inquiry into Actions by Electric and Natural Gas Utilities in Light of the 


COVID-19 


Pandemic Emergency 


Docket No. E,G-999/CI-20-375 


Re: Letter in Support for Paid Family Medical Leave; Safety Leave for Survivors, SF 1205 


 


Dear Mr. Seuffert,  


 


We at Violence Free Minnesota are writing to request that the Public Utilities Commission modify Order 


Point 5 from May 26, 2021 to include the COVID-19 Emergency Rental Assistance program as a listed 


program alongside LIHEAP/EAP prohibiting disconnections of customers with past due balances who have 


a pending application or have been deemed eligible for assistance for the duration of the transition period 


(April 30, 2022). Violence Free Minnesota, the statewide coalition to end relationship abuse, represents over 


90 member programs providing services to domestic and sexual violence victim/survivors in all 87 counties 


in the state. 


 


Many of the victim/survivors that programs are serving have an application submitted and pending for rental 


assistance through RentHelpMN for which they qualify. The majority of survivors of domestic violence 


experience financial abuse, meaning that they have not had access to the family finances, have been 


prohibited from working, have had their credit scores destroyed by the abusive partner, or other actions to 


control and limit access to finances. It is important that the PUC modify Order Point 5. in order to protect 


the economic stability, health, and safety of victim/survivors who are renters. Too many individuals who 


seek assistance paying their past due rent through RentHelpMN are also unable to pay their utilities bills. 


For most of these applicants quite a few months pass between filing their application and their initial 


application review. Because of this long waiting period, many applicants have one or more of their utilities 


disconnected by the time their application review has begun. The health, safety, and financial stability of the 


renters is also jeopardized because without access to electricity or gas, they are unable to do basic functions 


like cook or protect themselves and their children from harsh weather conditions. If renters are not protected 


from having their utilities disconnected this upcoming winter, their health will be at stake as temperatures 


decrease. 


 


Moreover, lack of access to electricity leads to a stagnation or a decrease in a renter's job or education 


prospects as an inability to use electronics keeps them from engaging in an increasingly online world. As 


local schools rely more on virtual education, the inability to use electronics heavily impacts the academic 


success of renters and their children. Similarly, acquiring or maintaining a job becomes more difficult 


without the ability of renters to do simple tasks like reply to emails or join virtual meetings. Lack of 


electricity can also result in a limitation of a victim/survivor’s ability to access resources in their community 


to keep themselves and their children safe. 


 







For these reasons highlighted above, we urge the PUC to modify Order Point 5 to protect renters seeking 


rental assistance through RentHelpMN from having their utilities disconnected. 


 


Thank you for your consideration, 


 


Violence Free Minnesota 


 


 


60 Plato Blvd East, Suite 230 


Saint Paul, MN 55107 







 






