© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

JULY 20, 2021 - PUBLI C | NFORVATI ON MEETI NG - 07-839
BEFORE THE M NNESOTA PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COVM SSI ON

AND DEPARTMENT OF COMVERCE
In the Matter of the Application of Xcel Energy for an

Amendnent to the Site Permit for the Grand Meadow W nd

Far m Repower Project in Mower County

MPUC DOCKET NO | P6646/ W5- 07-839

Meeting held renotely via:

Webex and Tel ephone

July 20, 2021

COURT REPORTER: Christine Sinons, RPR, RMR

Shaddix & Associates - Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - 1(800)952-0163 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

I NDEX

SPEAKER PAGE
M. M chael Kal uzniak 3
M. Matt Langan 11
M. David Birkhol z 22

Shaddix & Associates - Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - 1(800)952-0163 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

OPERATOR: Good day and t hank you for
standing by. Wl cone to the G and Meadow W nd Farm
permt amendnent virtual public neeting conference
call. At this tine, all participants' lines are in
a listen-only node. After the speakers
presentation, there will be a question-and-answer
session, and to ask a question during the session,
you'll need to press star one on your tel ephone.

Pl ease be advised that today's conference
is being recorded. If you require any further
assi stance, please press star zero.

| would now like to hand the conference
over to your speaker today, Speaker
M chael Kal uzni ak, M nnesota Public Utilities
Comm ssion. Thank you, please go ahead, sir.

MR, M CHAEL KALUZNI AK:  Thank you, Nora.

Good eveni ng, everyone. M nane is
M chael Kaluzniak, I'ma staff person wth the
Public Utilities Comm ssion. Thank you for joining
us tonight. W have a neeting on the G and Meadow
W nd Farm repowering project.

Could I have the first slide, please,
Charl ey?

Briefly, this is an agenda of what we'l|

be running through tonight. 1'll be running an

Shaddix & Associates - Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - 1(800)952-0163 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

overview of the neeting itself and di scuss the
Public Utilities Comm ssion's permtting amendnent
process for reviewing this. | will be turning it
over to Matt Langan from Xcel Energy who will then
provi de sone di scussion about the project itself.
After that, M. David Birkholz fromthe Departnent
of Commerce, our sister agency, wll discuss his
role in the project and the draft site permt, and
take your questions, finally.

Next slide, please.

The M nnesota Public Uilities Comm ssion
regul ates three service industries in Mnnesota's
econony: The electricity, natural gas, and
tel ephone. We're a small group of about 50 people.
We have five Conm ssioners that are appointed by the
governor and approved by the | egislature. W do our
meetings in public, we do not work behind cl osed
doors in naking decisions. And we appreciate you
com ng out here to help us develop a record for the
Conmm ssion's decision after the end of this process.

In addition to ensuring that we have
electrical reliability and proper rates protecting
consuners' interests, the Comm ssion has the
authority and responsibility for energy facility

permtting wwthin the State of M nnesota. This
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i ncludes things |ike power |lines, transm ssion
lines, wind farns, solar facilities, pipelines,
nucl ear energy, and other power plants.

Whien the Commi ssion reviews its projects,
as | nentioned, we do this through a public process
that's open and transparent. And in a while, |'1]
speak to how you can find all the informati on that
is before the Conm ssion that they will use in
maki ng their decision, and we woul d appreciate
havi ng your input in helping thembuild a record on
whi ch to nmake that deci sion.

Next slide, please.

Il won't junp ahead to the description of
the wwnd farmitself, but | think if you' re on the
call, you're probably famliar with the G and Meadow
Wnd Farm We mailed out a notice to affected
| andowners and people in the project area, as well
as the local governnments and tribal, historic
preservation offices, and other state agencies
wthin Mnnesota to help participate here tonight.

Briefly running through the application
review process, this is a project that has been
built already, and we're anending an existing site
permt that was i ssued back in 2008, and ultinmately

transferred to Xcel Energy, the current owner of the
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pr oj ect .

The permt anendnent provides a neans for
themto nodify the project after it goes forward.
The Conmi ssion can nodify its permts at any tine if
we have good cause to do so.

The permt anendnent itself was filed,
the application was filed by Xcel Energy on May 27th
of this year. After that tine, there was a -- the
Depart nent of Comrerce reviewed those naterials and
provided a draft site permt for consideration to
t he Comm ssion on June 24t h.

And the draft site permt does not
aut hori ze any construction or nodification of the
project. It sinply provides an exanple for people
to consi der when | ooking at what we m ght
incorporate into the site permt for the project.

There have been a nunber of changes in
the Conm ssion's permtting practices since this
permt was issued 13 years ago, and the Depart nent
of Commrerce has provided the draft site permt to
updat e those provisions of the permt.

So on July 2nd of this year, we issued a
noti ce of public information and conment period. |If
you haven't seen that, you can find it at our

website, which is m”m. gov/PUC, and this is on several
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of the slides here as well. And that should provide
you all the information on the conment peri od
itself.

I f you take away nothing el se from
today's neeting, please note that you have until
August 3rd as a nmenber of the public to provide
comments for the Comm ssion's consideration of the
permt anendnent.

Last night we were in Dexter, M nnesota.
A beautiful town, wonderful people, very hel pful,
and had a public informati on neeting at the
fire departnent, the fire hall/conmunity
cent er/ anbul ance center that was conbi ned.

We're doing a simlar neeting tonight
here, it should be a fairly straightforward, open
process, turning it over for question-and-answer
after these brief introductions.

After the close of the comment peri od,
which again is August 3rd, we will get coments from
the applicant and the Departnent of Conmerce Energy
Envi ronnent al Revi ew and Anal ysi s group
approxi mately soneti ne between August 17th and
August 27th, just on an estimate. And the
Comm ssion wll ultinmately nake a deci si on probably

soneti ne around Septenber/ Cctober of this year
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dependi ng on our scheduling at the Conm ssion.

We're working with several other projects, so it's
often a bit of a challenge to schedul e some of these
t hi ngs.

Next slide, please, Charley.

This slide tal ks about how to submt
comments. W have several ways for you to submt
comments. W want to hear your concerns and
questions about the project. W can do it online,
l've listed a URL for responding directly to the
Departnment of Commrerce who we're having collect the
comments on behalf of the Conm ssion.

Next is M. David Birkholz's e-nmail.
David will be collecting the information and naki ng
recommendat i ons and sunmari zi ng your comments for us
later. You can also mail himor phone him

Al so, | note that we have a public
advi sor on the project, M. Charley Bruce is here
tonight. 1'll give his information out in a bit.

I f you have questions about how to parti ci pate,

pl ease contact him he is a wonderful resource.
And, again, we have until August 3rd to accept your
comments, and he's happy to help you find a way to
enter your comments into the record.

Next slide, please.
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Basically the types of comments that
we're | ooking at, so we have an existing permt for
the project that's been runni ng and operating for
sonmetinme. And we have a draft site permt for
consideration that's different fromthat project's
initial permt updating several of the provisions of
the permt itself, as well as the description of the
pr oj ect .

Cenerally we'd |ike your thoughts on
this, what potential human and environnental i npacts
shoul d we consider, what are the changes that are
bei ng made, and how do they affect you. What are
t he possible nethods to mtigate, mnimze, or avoid
potential inpacts of those changes? Should we
approve the project, are there uni que
characteristics of the site or project that we need
to know about in order to nmake those deci sions?
Agai n, August 3rd is the comment deadli ne.

Next slide, please.

So earlier | nentioned that the website
t hat we have available for you to review, the record
here, as | nentioned, we do our work publicly. W
have all the docunents that are available to the
Conmmi ssion, including the record of tonight's

meeti ng and your conments and any conmments we
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recei ve before August 3rd, that wll be posted to
our website.

If you go to our website that's |isted
here, mm. gov/PUC and sel ect eDockets you can enter
this docket record, which is 07-839, as shown on the
notice. And you'll see a list of every docunent
that's been filed in the record, and there's
probably 60, 70 docunents to date. There's a |ot of
readi ng there. You can also subscribe to that
record and receive an e-nail each and every tinme a
record or a piece of information is entered into
t hat docket .

You can also sign up for a nmailing |ist,

and there's information on howto do that. |If you
received a notice of this neeting in the mail, it's
not necessarily -- it's not necessary for you to do

that as you would receive information already. And
as | nmentioned, you can subscri be to eDockets
your sel f.

Next slide, please.

Slide ten here shows ny contact
information. You're welcone to contact ne at any
time by e-mail or ny office phone nunber here.

Charl ey Bruce, who is also on the line and is

forwardi ng these slides for us, is our public
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advi sor whose job it is to help the public
participate, and he will speak to any of the process
pi eces of how to get your comrents into the record.

So once again, thank you for being here.
W really appreciate it, and we'll have a Q and-A
shortly after sone presentations.

Next, 1'd like to turn it over to
M. Matt Langan from Xcel Energy. Thank you.

MR. MATT LANGAN: Ckay. Thank you, M ke.
M ke and Charl ey, are you able to hear ne just fine?

MR, M CHAEL KALUZNI AK: Just fine, Matt.
Thank you.

MR. MATT LANGAN. Ckay, thank you.

And for Christine, |I'm Matt Langan,
that's spelled MA-T-T, L-A-NG A-N.

And for the attendees, it's Matt Langan
here with Xcel Energy. | work with a group called
Siting and Land R ghts wth our conpany, and it's ny
job to coordinate and file with the Conmm ssi on our
appl i cati on package for the G and Meadow w nd
repower project. And I'mgoing to get into the
detail s about what a repower is, what sonme of the
construction tinme lines are, sonme of the
construction nmethods that we're proposing, and just

various details about the project.
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But first | thought, you know, | really
want to nention that while it's ny job to work
directly with M ke and Charl ey and David, who you'l
hear from soon, this is not a one-person type of
job. 1'mone part of a | arger team at Xcel Energy,
and that, you know, we have fol ks from vari ous
di sci pli nes, such as project nmanagenent,
engi neering, siting and |land rights -- excuse ne --
envi ronnental services, and inportantly, our | and
agents who are out in the comunity working directly
wi th | andowners, local units of governnent at the
townshi ps and county | evel s.

And all of those people that | just
mentioned that are part of the team are avail abl e
tonight. They're listening in. And so we're al
partici pating here so that if you have a question
this evening and care to ask it, or if you have a
comment that you'd like to make, we have fol ks from
a variety of disciplines here who can provide a
response.

And we'd really like to try to respond to
your question tonight, if possible. W!'re
appreci ative of you naking tine to be part of this
presentation, this neeting tonight. [If we aren't

able to provide a response tonight, I'Il commt to

Shaddix & Associates - Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - 1(800)952-0163 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

13

maki ng sure that we do reply to your comment or
question on the record during the public coment
period that M ke Kaluzniak noted in his
present ati on.

So | just wanted to set the stage that,
you know, it wll be open to any questions or
comments you have, and we'll do our best to respond
to themon the spot this evening.

So, again, nmy nane is Matt Langan. W're
here to tal k about the G and Meadow r epower project.
The Grand Meadow Wnd Farm this was originally
call ed the Wapsi pi nicon Wnd Farm proposed by enXco
and then acquired by Xcel Energy, and it has been
operating since 2008, 2008.

And so we're going to tal k about that
project itself and sone of the details, but first,
let's talk a little bit about the conpany's
objectives in this proposed project.

And Charl ey, thank you, you can go to the
next slide now.

At Xcel Energy, we have service territory
in eight different states. You can see on the map
there where our service territory and custoners are
| ocated. We serve 3.6 mllion custoners wth

electricity and 2 mllion custoners across that
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territory with natural gas. W are a recogni zed
| eader in energy efficiency, carbon eni ssions
reductions, innovative technol ogy, and storm
restoration, as well as w nd energy.

Next slide, please.

So our wind portfolio is really a big
part of our energy future as we envision it. W
have an overall goal of reaching the year 2050 where
100 percent of our electricity is provided
carbon-free, and with an interimgoal in 2030 to
reduce our carbon em ssions by 80 percent as
conpared to 2005 levels, and as | said, wind wll
play a big role in those goal s.

Next slide, please.

So in order to pursue additional w nd
ener gy, additional generation sources, or these
repower projects, we need to nake an initial filing
to the M nnesota Public Utilities Comm ssion and
provide a petition for adding that -- those projects
to our generation portfolio.

So we did that, the conpany did do that
in 2020. W proposed upgradi ng or repowering four
of our existing wwnd farns here in the northern NSP
territory, three of which are in M nnesota, and one

of which is the Gand Meadow repower project.
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When we nade that petition to the PUC, we
asserted that these projects would save our
custoners noney, they woul d i ncrease the energy
produced, and nake it nore efficient.

And that there would be benefits to, you
know, i ndividual |andowners, as well as the | ocal
governments where we are operating the wind farmin
terms of tax and | ease paynents, and extending the
terns of those | eases. This wi nd repower project
wll extend the life of the G and Meadow W nd Farm

Next slide, please, Charley.

Ckay. So hopefully everyone can see the
map that we have on the slide here. The red outline
shows t he boundary of the Grand Meadow W nd Farm
And within that boundary there are 67 turbines
currently in operation, and those have been in
operation, again, since 2008. These w nd turbine
nodel s are 1.5 negawatts a piece, and we intend to
repower all 67 w nd turbines.

Now, i1nportantly, while repowering those
turbines, they'Il all stay in the sane place. And
"1l tal k about the conponents here that we're going
to change out, but folks on the |Iine should know
that all of the 67 turbines currently in place wll

remain in the sane place. MNone are noving, no new
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f oundati on, no new | ocations, all in the sane pl ace.
And once it's repowered, we'll repower themat a
1.6 negawatt turbine capacity | evel.

W intend to do the repower construction
in the year 2023. So the start of construction
woul d be, you know, |ate spring |ikely when road
restrictions are lifted, and then conti nui ng up
until Decenber of 2023 when we would be commercially
operable with the repowered wi nd farm

Anot her thing worth noting here is that a
part of our proposal is to install an aircraft
detection lighting system or ADLS as it's soneti nes
referred to. And what that does, instead of the red
lights that are atop each of the wind turbine towers
currently that are either on or routinely blinking,
right nowwith an aircraft detection |lighting system
those would only be triggered when aircraft are
flying over the area. So a substantive anount of
time the red lights would be off under this new ADLS
system

If you could go to the next slide,
pl ease, Charl ey.

Ckay. So now into the nore nuts and
bolts of what is involved in the repower. \Wat the

proposal is, what we are proposing to do is install
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| onger bl ades on each of the turbines, replacing the
hub of each of the turbines. And so you can see by
t he di agram what the hub is, the hub is the piece
that really connects the three blades. And then
repl aci ng sone of the conponents within the nacelle
that sits atop the tower at the hub of each turbine.

And so those are really the conponents
that wll be replaced, and as you can see, that
results in a 60-percent increase in the rotor-swept
area. It helps us gain energy and, you know, w nd
energy nore efficiently. And, again, these are new
conponents, so those would extend the |ife of the
w nd farmactually out until the year 2048.

The ot her piece of this diagram of note,
just to give you an idea of scale of what we're
proposing, the current blades are 77 neters in
di ameter, in a rotor-swept dianeter area. So 38 and
a half neters per blade is the |l ength currently.

The majority of the 67 repowered turbines
woul d have 97-neter rotor dianeters, so
48- and-a-half neter blades. So to break that down
for those of us | ooking for how nmany feet | onger
they are, 35 feet |onger per blade. The hub hei ght
stays the sane at 80 neters, and again, all of the

existing turbines remain in the sanme place after the
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repower is conplete.

We can go to the next slide, Charley.

So we tal ked about the construction
w ndow here. We're | ooking at begi nning
construction in the second quarter of 2023 and
W appi ng up construction by the end of the year.

Restoration activities wll occur into
the followng spring in 2024. The restoration is
sonet hi ng that our conpany takes very seriously and
we work directly with individual |andowners to
restore, you know, any construction inpacts to the
previ ous condition before we began constructi on.
And so that's an activity that will extend into
2024, but the proposal is to have the repowered w nd
farm comercially operable by the end of 2023.

The way that these conponents are
replaced is by use of a crane, and the crane that
we'll use will nove fromturbine to turbine
installing those new conponents.

And sonet hi ng that we hear very
frequently as we're constructing these projects or
even as we're proposing themfromfol ks is the
i nportance of elimnating or reducing or mnimzing
soil conpaction as the cranes nove across fields

fromturbine to turbine, and also to protect to the

Shaddix & Associates - Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - 1(800)952-0163 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

19

extent possible any tile lines that we know are so
i nmportant to agricultural practices.

And so what we're proposing with this
project is to lay construction nmatti ng anywhere
where there's a crane path, and we've found that
effective in mnimzing the anount of soil
conpaction and tile danage out in fields. And so we
are proposing that everywhere within this project,
everywhere we wal k a crane, we're going to use
construction matti ng.

Now a coupl e notes about that, one is
that | and agents that we have out in the area
working with | andowners are really reachi ng out and
aski ng about what is the ideal crane path, what
wor ks for your |and operations, and how can we
m nimze or avoid inpacts to your parcel. And so
when you get that opportunity, please work with
those | and agents to optim ze those crane paths to
t he extent possi bl e.

And then also if there is -- if there
does happen to be danage to a tile line, if there is
soil conpaction, Xcel Energy is commtted to, again,
returning those -- you know, paying for any repairs
that are necessary and returning those | and

conditions to the preconstruction condition. So
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that's sonmething that we're commtted to, and as a
matter of fact, even if we weren't, we're obligated
to by the state's permt that we're tal ki ng about
tonight. So that's sonething that we're commtted
to, and we will work with individual |andowners on.

The | ast inportant piece that | want to
mention here is that when we're applying to the
state, we want to discuss the tenporary inpacts.
Not just any permanent inpacts, but the tenporary
i npacts antici pated during construction.

And so what we have done is we have
| ooked at an area of about a 400-foot radius around
t he foundati on of every turbine and eval uated that
for any potential tenporary inpacts of construction.
This is for staging the new equi prent that will be
put on the towers, this is for staging the existing
equi pnent that gets taken off of the towers, and
then room for construction personnel and the crane
to navigate there.

Just like the crane paths, as you're
wor ki ng either with your | and agents or even if you
want to reach out to me and if there's sonething,
there's, you know, a resource of concern for you
wthin a 400-foot radius of the turbine you m ght be

hosti ng, please reach out and let us know that. And
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we can work with you to design that tenporary work
space to accommobdate, and either, you know, again,
elimnate or reduce the inpacts of concern that you
have.

Ckay. Charley, we can go to the next
sli de.

Here are sone ways to contact us at Xcel
Energy. W do have a project-specific e-nmail
address for our repower projects, and if you send an
e-mail there, a project teamnenber will respond to
you in short order. That is nonitored routinely.

The sane for the phone nunmber that you
see in front of you on the screen, the 330-5583,
| eave a nessage there and an appropriate team nenber
will be back in touch with you.

And then you can track the devel opnent of
this project at our project-specific website that
you see there, www Xcel Ener gy. coni G andMeadow.

What | will say is right nowin the
proj ect devel opnment process, we're really in the
m ddl e of this permtting stage, as M ke descri bed
and as David wll speak about a little bit nore in a
second. But these are nunbers that even after the
permtting and the public reviewis conplete, as

we -- you know, as we enter into | ater stages of the
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project, these are still available resources to you,
still available ways to get in contact with a

proj ect team nenber to ask a question, to nmake a
comment, whatever it may be. So | encourage you to
keep these handy if you ever do need to reach out
about the project to us.

Ckay. And that concludes ny remarks for
tonight. | know that David will speak next, and
then we will all be available for comments after
David's presentation. Thank you very nmuch for your
tinme.

David, I'lIl turn it over to you.

MR. DAVI D Bl RKHOLZ: Ckay. M phone j ust
told ne I"'mno |onger nuted, so | hope |I'm com ng
across. |'mDbDavid Birkhol z, as you can see on the
screen, if you're with us al so by web.

| amcurrently the Environnental Review
Manager fromthe Departnent of Commerce for this
project, but oddly enough |I was also working on this
project back in 2007. So it's an interesting

continuation fromnme to see the beginnings of a full

process review and full information gathering and to
see how that's -- things have changed as we go
f orwar d.

There are still a |lot of new projects
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being built in the state, and they go through a
process that takes anywhere fromsix to 12 nonths to
put together, but the process for doing a repower is

shortened for a nunber of reasons.

Wiere's the -- can you flip the slide,
Charl ey?

And Christine, did |l spell ny nane?
Wll, it was witten on the screen if you saw it,

but the name is Birkholz, B-I-RK-HOL-Z

| do that because I'll be asking you all
as well to state your nane for the record that the
court reporter is keeping of the neeting.

The reason the process can be accel erated
in this case is, nunber one, the main environnental
i npacts of a project like this are actually siting
t he turbines, and none of themw || change. As Matt
has said, all of those will remain in place, and the
project will look nmuch like it does today. But
there still are a nunber of changes we want to
check, if there's any variance in the inpact, if
there's -- if anything has changed in the natural
envi ronnent in the area.

So when we ask for a permt
application -- anmendnent application, we ask for a

nunber of studies that pretty nuch replicate what
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was gone t hrough before, and especially if there are

any changes in the environnental inpact for this.
Many of the changes coul d be

i nprovenents, for instance, the aircraft detection

lighting system Also, we do a nunber of studies,

we require the applicants to do a preconstruction

noi se nodel i ng exercise, and we want to be able to

antici pate and be assured that all of the permt --

all the turbine noise will stay underneath the state
requirement. So that all cones in in the
application, and if you haven't seen it, you'll want

to look for it.

So the Public Uilities Conm ssion is
interested and the Departnent is interested in these
repowering projects especially because they're
econom cally sound and they're an environnental |y
sound way of inproving the availability of renewable
energy in the state, but that doesn't nean a free
pass, so there's a process to go through.

You can hit me again, Charley. Thanks.

Sone of the things that we require --
okay, first off, we started with a permt that was
issued in 2008. W reviewed the application, we
reviewed the studies that the conpany has done in

bet ween and the reports and conpliance they' ve done
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and the nodeling they've done for the new project.

So the old permt isn't going to stand
for a couple reasons. One, because the whole
prem se in 2008, already since then, the Comm ssion
and ot hers have established and | earned better ways
or newer ways of dealing with the newer technol ogy
of what needs to be required, what needs to be
i ncl uded.

And so the first thing that | needed to
do when | took to the original permt is update it
to the nodern standards that would go out if you
were building a newwnd farm And then we al so
wanted to i ncorporate |ocal requirenents that natch
the special needs of this area down in Sout heast
M nnesot a.

So we' ve added a nunber of specifics, and

| won't go through them all because they are

available, and I wll recommend that you review
them but -- in a mnute. A couple things that wll
be done that are fairly inportant is -- and I

menti oned that they did the preconstruction
nodeling -- at the end we will be | ooking at and
doi ng a study of postconstruction nonitoring to see
that the nodeling has actually resulted in the | evel

of noise and sound that we anticipated and if
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anyt hi ng needs to be nanaged after that point.

We, again, have a whole, major increase
in the wi nd-swept area of the rotors. 1In the
application, the bird and bat strategic conservation

strategy has been updated, and after the fact we

wll be doing -- or the conpany wll| be doing, but
the state will be nonitoring, fatality nonitoring.
And the | ast big piece of that -- and

that's also available in the application, in the
appendi x i s an updated deconmi ssi oni ng pl an, real
specific about what it's going to cost and what it's
going to take. The state is real interested in
maki ng sure that those are updated reqgularly and
shoul d be revi ewed every five years.

And then the major piece of that is
maki ng sure that there's a financial mechanismto
make sure that the process -- the project is cleaned
up if it were to be shut down, so it can restore the
envi ronnent the best we can to what it was before
the w nd farm exi sted.

Charl ey. Thank you.

Again, | went through and revi ewed all
the studies and reviewed all the permts and
reviewed what | think -- how | eval uated what they

offered in their application anendnment. And you'll
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find those recomendati ons and the actual proposed
draft site permit on the eDockets site and on the
EERA website.

The draft is a conplete set of what one
m ght expect the permt to be, but you will need to
look at it to know what all those features are and
the ones that you think m ght be of concern to you
and the ones that you think are best to be addressed
with additional information. So you'll want to go
over that application.

Ckay. Charl ey.

All right. These, you don't need to
menori ze these. These are links I've put into the
page itself, and this web presentation wll be
posted on eDockets. The inportant thing to remenber
about eDockets is, if you haven't used it, you can
call and we can explain, but it's fairly easy to
| ocat e.

But the inportant thing to know is that
this project has a specific designation, it goes
under the docket nunber 07-839. |If you have a pen,
that's what you'll want to wite down. The rest you
can get off of this, and you can go to the links for
the information. But that was -- the original

docket was opened in 2007, and it was the 839th
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docket for that year. So that's the key nunber that
you have to renenber, and then you can find every

pi ece of information you should actually be I ooking

for, or a way to get to it. But, again, all of this
information that we're going through tonight will be
avai |l able there. So that hopefully will be hel pful
to you.

| personally, again, recommend that you
go to this site and you | ook through the draft site
permt and nmake sure that it's satisfactory. And
al so to point out, again, the pieces that you think
need to be added to it for the protection of the
area and to see if you have any ot her coments on
it.

So speaki ng of your comments, | think
that's probably a fair amount of you listening to us
when the neeting is supposed to be about the public
participation. So we want to give you a fair anount
of time to ask any questions you have that are
brought up in your mnd tonight.

Go ahead and change, Charley, if you
woul d.

Ckay. When we open this up, these are
the kind of things we are going to want to know,

these are the kind of things the Conm ssion is going
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to want to know to make an i nforned decision on,
first, whether the project should go forward as set
forth in the application, and whether the human and
envi ronnental inpacts are bei ng addressed.

So, again, you can | ook, and the other
pi ece about tonight is you can just actually ask
questions. As Matt and M ke both nentioned, you can
actually have us here at the table and you can ask
some questions, but you don't need to only speak
tonight. There will be all those coment options
open to you.

So you'll want to either get your
information in tonight or get the information in to
us by August 3rd. That's key because we have to
start novi ng the decision-nmaking process forward in
a reasonable tineline and so there are comrents open
until the 3rd.

If you ask questions tonight and nake
comments tonight, that doesn't nean you can't make
additional comments later. So, again, reference all
the information that you need or want to, and we'll
go ahead.

So human and envi ronnental inpacts need
to be addressed, permt conditions need to be

nodi fi ed, anything that you think needs to be added,

Shaddix & Associates - Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - 1(800)952-0163 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

30

and in the end whet her or not you think the project
shoul d go ahead as the application is presented.

So that's what we're about here tonight
and | think a very key piece to the entire puzzle.
Because we're looking at it fromrenote studi es and
fromlocal studies, but we also want to know from
t he people who are on the ground and who are
affected, so yeah.

Go one down the next way, Charley. Yeah,
okay.

So without further ado, and we just
typically post a sign when we're open for Q and A
and back and forth in public coments, but the crowd
is not particularly huge, it's a good crowd, but
it's not particularly huge, so | don't think we're
going to have a tine problem So we just follow
common courtesy, and | think the | eader will explain
how to go ahead about getting in the queue to
answer. You'll get in the queue, again, by pressing
star one on your phone, and then the noderator for
the project will bring you up.

You'll want to -- when you cone up,
agai n, state your nane for the court reporter, and
go ahead and present your ideas and ask your

questi ons.
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And with that, I'"'msigning off, Charl ey.

MR. M CHAEL KALUZNI AK: Hel | o, Nora?

OPERATOR  Yes, sir.

MR, M CHAEL KALUZNI AK: This is
M ke Kal uzni ak, go ahead and start the A and Q if
you woul d, thank you.

OPERATOR: Ckay. Once again as a
rem nder to ask a question, you'll need to press
star one on your tel ephone. Again, press star one
on your telephone. And if you require a question,
pl ease press the pound key. Please stand by while
we conpile the Qand-A roster. Once again if you'd
li ke to ask a question, please press star one on
your tel ephone.

There are no questions at this tinme. You
may proceed, presenters.

MR, M CHAEL KALUZNI AK:  Thank you, Nora.

This is Mke Kaluzniak. Once agai n,
everybody, 1'd just like to rem nd you of the
opportunity to comment here tonight. |If you have
questions or concerns, we're happy to hear them
O herwi se we can take your coments orally, witten
or e-nmailed electronically. |If you have questions
tonight, we'd sure appreciate hearing fromyou.

We'll just wait a couple m nutes here.
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David or Matt, do you have anything to
add to your presentation?

MR. DAVI D Bl RKHOLZ: No, | think -- this
is David, | think | took up ny tinme. But, again, |
woul d recommend that if you have even a slight
question or any concerns what soever, now is a good
time because you have the Conm ssion present, you
have the Departnent present, and you have the
Applicant present at the table. So if there's
sonething we can direct information towards at this
tinme, that's great.

But otherw se, | repeat what M chael said
that you do have opportunities to coment through
August 3rd. So yeah, I'Ill just hold here, |I'm not

goi ng anywhere. This is a renpte neeting, so I'm

still here, the dog is fed, you know, so we're good
to go.

Mat t hew.

MR. MATT LANGAN: | think I took up even

nore time than M. Birkholz with ny remarks, so |
won't say much. | know being part of these neetings
often, you know, the public information part is a
big part where folks want to listen in and
understand the project a little bit and then take

sone tine to fornul ate any questions or comments
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that they have. And I think, MKke, you and David
have done a good job, you know, highlighting the
fact that there's -- we have until August 3rd to
make those comments. |If folks want to take sone
tinme to consider them so that's perfectly okay, but
| too wll hang out here for a few nore mnutes in
case any comments cone through.

Nor a, thank you.

MR, M CHAEL KALUZNI AK: This is
M ke Kal uzni ak. Once again, given the notice we
wll be ending the neeting if there are no other
matters to be conducted. W're happy to have any

comments or questions you have at this tine, and

we'll just wait a mnute or two to give you a chance

to change your mnd. |f anyone cares to speak up,

pl ease do so. |'ll wait about another m nute here

and then we'll sign off. Thank you. |If you have

questions, just hit star one and Nora will help you.
Hello, this is Mke again. | guess we

did a very good job explaining our project today and
answeri ng any possi ble questions that anyone nmay
have had. Seriously though, if anybody has any
questions, feel free to get in touch with us.

Pl ease | ook at the notice and our contact

information. Charley Bruce will help you on behalf
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of the Comm ssion to find ways to comment. |If you
have any questions, feel free to reach out to any of
the project contacts that are identified.

Once again, we thank you for conm ng here
tonight, and I'Il just give one final last call if
anybody has questions, please hit star one.

Do we have any questions, Nora?

OPERATOR:  There are no further -- there
are no questions at this tine, sir.

MR. M CHAEL KALUWZNI AK:  Thank you. Al
right. | guess we'll sign off then. For the
speakers, we'll be on here for about a few m nutes
afterwards to debrief and if you have any questions

or followp. Oherw se, thank you very much,

peopl e, for being here. Once again, August 3 is the

cutoff date for public comment, and we sure
appreci ate your attendance. Thank you.

MR. DAVI D Bl RKHOLZ: Thanks for signing
on W th us.

OPERATOR:  Thi s concl udes today's
conference call. Thank you for participating, you
may now di sconnect.

(Public comrent concl uded.)
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